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THE  CHEMISTS'  AND  DRUGGISTS'  DIARY,  1888. 

The  network  of  legal  enactments  which  now  surrounds 
almost  every  path  of  life,  and  is  likely  to  be  especially  en- 
tangling to  men  engaged  in  business,  is  a  troublesome  but 
a  most  essential  study.  Chemists  and  druggists  are  particu- 
larly affected  by  a  great  number  of  laws  in  a  great  number 
of  ways,  and  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  they  should 
have  a  ready  means  of  discovering  their  rights,  their  duties, 
and  their  liabilities,  as  legally  laid  down.  We  have  there- 
fore decided  that  the  special  treatise  in  the  forthcoming 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  shall  consist  of  a  com- 
pendium of  the  law  concerning  chemists  and  druggists.  It 
appears  to  us  that  such  a  treatise  is  greatly  needed.  The 
best  authorities  have  assisted  in  this  compilation,  and  we 
are  confident  that  when  it  appears  it  will  be  recognised  as 
one  of  the  most  useful  of  the  many  special  treatises  we  have 
published  in  past  Diaries.  No  chemist  will  be  prudent  who 
does  not  take  care  to  have  a  copy  of  nest  year's  Diary  in  his 
reference  library. 

The  Diary  will  be  as  usual  presented  to  all  subscribers  to 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  at  home  and  abroad  whose 
subscriptions  shall  be  in  force  in  December  of  this  year. 


The  number  we  print  is  yearly  increasing,  and  this  year 
exceeds  that  of  any  previous  issue,  quite  independently  of  a 
considerable  number  which  will  be  prepared  in  anticipation 
of  new  subscribers.  The  book  will  be  of  permanent  value, 
besides  being  in  daily  use  in  thousands  of  eslablishments  for 
an  entire  year ;  its  value  to  advertisers  is  obvious.  In  that 
respect,  we  confidently  recommend  it,  and  ask  for  early 
applications  for  space. 


The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia,  published 
monthly  at  our  Melbourne  office,  can  be  supplied  to  sub- 
scribers outside  Australasia  at  5s.  psr  annum,  payable  in 
advance,  and  commencing  at  any  date.  Chemists  interested 
in  the  drug  trade  and  the  pharmaceutical  affairs  of  the 
Australasian  Colonies  will  find  a  full  record  of  all  events 
affectirjg  their  occupation  in  The  Chemiit  and  Druggist  of 
Australasia.  Single  copies  can  be  supplied  at  6cZ.  each. 
Application  should  be  made  by  English  or  American  sub- 
scribers to  the  office  at  42  Cannon  Street,  London. 


Diary  foe  the  Week. 

Secretaries  of  societ  ies  are  requested  to  s  nd  early  information, 
of  approaching  meetings. 

Wednesday,  October  12. 
Royal  Microscopical  Society,  King's  College,  W.C  ,  at  8  P.M. 
— Mr.  P.  H.  Gosse  on  "Twenty-four  New  Species  of 
Rotifera";  and  Mr.  C.  R.  Beaumont  on  "Observations 
on  the  Metamorphoses  of  Amoeba;  and  Actinophrjs." 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  Cutlers' 
Hall,  Sheffield. — Presentation  of  prizes,  and  addresses 
by  Mr.  Furness  and  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  at  7  P.M. 
Annual  dinner  at  9  P.M. 

Thursday,  October  13. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  103  Great  Russell  Street, 
W.C. — Opening  meeting  at  9  P.M.  Address  by  the 
President,  Mr.  T.  Southall  Dymond. 


Suggestions. 

(  R ~e  invite  contributioiis  to  this  column.') 


Ink  for  Writing  on  Tin.— Dissolve  1  part  of  sulphate 
of  copper  in  20  parts  of  distilled  water.  Add  a  little  mucilage 
and  pyrogallic  acid.    Apply  with  a  brush  or  a  gilt  pen. 

Sandal-wood  Oil  is  recommended  by  Dr.  E.  Philbert  as 
a  remedy  in  renal  colic.  Four  of  the  usual  capsules  were 
taken  for.  a  dose,  and  a  warm  bath  was  used  at  the  same 
time,  the  result  on  himself  being  great  relief. 

Reddened  Carbolic  Acid  may  be  decolourised  by  treat- 
ing with  11  psr  cent,  of  alcohol,  and  placing  in  a  freezing 
mixture.  The  alcohol  takes  up  the  colour,  and  the  acid 
crystallises  out  almost  colourless. 

Colourless  Tincture  of  Iodine  may  be  made  instan- 
taneously by  adding  four  drops  of  carbolic  acid  to  each 
ounce  of  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  tincture  of  iodine  and 
ammonia  solution. 

Yankee  Shaving  Soap.— Take  3  lbs.  white  soap,  1  lb. 
castile  soap,  1  quait  rain-water,  §  ox-beef  gall,  and  2 
fluid  oz.  oil  turpentine.  Dissolve  the  sliced  soap  in  the 
water,  by  heat,  add  the  other  ingredients,  stir  until  cool,  then 
perfume  with  oil  of  bitter  almonds  or  rose. 

Papain  is  recommended  by  Dr.  Schwimmer  for  fissured 
tongue.  A  mixture  of  papain,  1  in  10  or  1  in  20,  in  equal 
parts  of  glycerine  and  distilled  water,  is  used.  Apply  the 
mixture  from  two  to  six  times  daily,  with  a  camel's-hair 
brush,  after  drjing  the  surface. 

Glazing  Starch.— Melt  5  parts  of  stearic  acid,  add 
5  parts  of  absolute  alcohol,  and  triturate  the  mixture  with 
95  parts  of  wheat  starch.  Starch  prepared  from  this  takes 
easily  a  fine  polish.  The  effect  is  the  same  as  adding  a 
piece  of  stearin  to  the  starch  before  the  boiling  water  is 
poured  upon  it. 
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Weights  and  Measures.— On  Thursday  of  last  week  a 
case  under  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act  came  before  the 
Middlesex  magistrates,  which  has  created  considerable 
interest  in  the  wholesale  drug  trade.  The  defendants, 
Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Stevenson,  were  charged  with 
having  in  their  possession  a  number  of  incorrect  weights, 
some  of  which  were  stamped  and  a  few  unstamped,  and  an 
unjust  weighing-balance.  The  defendants  submitted  that 
the  articles  were  not  used  for  trading  purposes,  but  only  for 
rough  weighing  operations  in  their  laboratories.  They  were 
liable  to  alteration  owing  to  exposure  to  corrosive  vapours, 
and,  recognising  this,  they  had  contracted  with  a  well-koown 
scale-maker  to  inspect  their  weights  and  scales  periodically 
in  order  to  keep  them  correct.  The  contract  was  produced, 
and  defendants  submitted  that  the  offence  could  only  be 
regarded  as  a  technical  one.  The  magistrates  agreed  that 
there  was  no  intention  to  defraud,  but  they  had  no  other 
course  than  to  inflict  a  penalty,  which  would  be  51.  Notice 
of  appeal  was  given. 


robituml  HUpxts. 


Items  of  news,  and  newspapers  containing  matters  of  inte- 
rest to  the  trade,  sent  to  the  Editor,  will  much  oblige. 


BIRMINGHAM. 

The  Classes  foe  Pharmaceutical' Students,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Midland  Counties  Chemists' Association,  will 
be  resumed  on  Monday,  October  10,  not  on  October  3,  as 
stated  in  our  Educational  Number. 

Oleum  Squall. — A  medical  knight  of  great  repute  in 
this  town  has  for  some  time  been  ordering  in  prescriptions 
oleum  squala;,  and  it  has  proved  a  trouble  to  some  dispensers  / 
even  in  the  higher  walks  of  pharmacy  as  well  as  to  the 
wholesale  brethren.  This  oil  is  shark  oil,  and  is  official  in 
the  Indian  Ph.  It  is  extracted  from  the  livers  of  the  white 
shark  (Squalus  carcharias)  in  much  the  same  way  as  cod- 
liver  oil.  It  is  of  a  fine  amber  colour,  resembling  pale 
brandy,  and  its  smell  and  taste  are  similar  to  cod-liver  oil, 
but  more  strongly  marked  and  more  disagreeable.  It  is 
perfect  l.y  limpid  at  86°  F.  (30°  C),  and  when  left  undisturbed 
for  some  time  it  deposits,  in  considerable  quantity,  a  white 
granular  substance  which  mainly  consists  of  stearin,  but  to 
which  the  name  of  "  squalin''  has  been  given.  It  is  rich  in 
iodine,  and  its  sp.  gr.,  according  to  Mr.  Allen's  recent  obser- 
vations, is  0  911  to  0  928.  It  cannot  therefore  claim  to  be 
one  of  the  lightest  of  fixed  oils.  Formerly  its  sp.  gr.  was 
stated  as  0  865  to  0  867.  It  is  prescribed  as  a  liniment  to 
be  rubbed  into  the  chest  and  back. 

Two  Cases  of  Suicide  with  Oxalic  Acid.  —  Mr. 
Hawkes,  borough  coroner,  held  an  inquest  at  his  court  on 
October  4.  One  of  the  deceased,  William  Pitt  (aged  forty- 
seven),  was  a  furniture-polisher,  but  for  the  last  two  years 
had  not  been  able  to  do  much  work  owing  to  his  having  an 
ulcerated  leg,  from  which  he  suffered  much  pain.  He  took 
oxalic  acid  after  dinner,  and  died.  The  other  was  Patrick 
Duffy  (aged  seventy-one),  a  pensioner  in  receipt  of  lOd.  a 
day,  who  was  formerly  employed  at  the  Theatre  Royal  as 
hall-keeper,  but  was  discharged  about  Christmas.  This  upset 
him,  and  he  took  to  drinking  heavily.  On  Sunday  night  he 
went  to  the  shop  of  Mr.  Haddowes,  surgeon,  Digbeth,  and 
purchased  some  oxalic  acid,  saying  that  he  wanted  it  to  do 
some  leather  work.  He  then  went  home,  put  the  acid  into 
some  tea,  and  drank  it.  He  afterwards  smoked  a  pipe,  and 
then  informed  a  lodger  named  Edward  Flanaghan  that 
he  had  poisoned  himself.  Mr.  Haddowes  was  called,  and 
administered  an  emetic,  but  death  ensued  shortly  after- 
wards. Verdicts  of  "  Suicide  whilst  temporarily  insane " 
were  returned  in  both  cases. 


DUBLIN. 

Poisoning  by  Oxalic  Acid. — On  September  29  a  man 
walked  up  to  a  police- constable  who  was  on  duty  at  Ballsbridge, 
and  said:  "  I  have  taken  poison;  twopence  worth  of  oxalic 
acid."  The  constable  took  him  off  at  once  to  Baggott  Street 
Hospital  in  a  cab,  where  he  died.  At  an  inquest  held  the 
next  day  it  appeared  that  deceased  was  named  Samuel  Glan- 
ville  Hill,  who  lived  near  London  with  his  wife  and  family. 
He  had  gone  to  Ireland  in  search  of  employment,  but  that, 
being  unsuccessful,  he  had  bought  two  pennyworth  of  oxalic 
acid  (1  oz.)  from  Mr.  Allen's,  8  Arran  Quay.  The  poison  was 
properly  labelled,  and  the  assistant  who  sold  it  cautioned 
deceased  as  to  its  use. 


LIVERPOOL. 

TJniveesity  College —Lord  Derby  last  Saturday  laid 
the  foundation-stone  of  a  new  building  which  is  to  be 
devoted  to  practical  engineering,  and  on  the  same  day  prizes 
were  presented  to  successful  students.  On  this  occasion 
Principal  Rendall  made  the  annual  statement,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  the  day  students  in  arts  and  science  num- 
bered 164,  and  in  medicine  115  ;  whilst  the  attendances  at 
day  lecture  courses  and  evening  classes  were  1,070.  These 
figures  were  largely  in  excess  of  any  previous  record. 


MANCHESTER. 

Owens  College. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Governors  held  on 
Tuesday  it  was  reported  that  during  the  year  the  college 
had  received  bequests  or  gifts  amounting  to  over  32,000/. 
The  term  at  the  college  begins  this  week,  and  on  Tuesday 
Professor  Harold  B.  Dixon,  the  successor  to  Sir  Henry  Roscoe 
in  the  chair  of  chemistry,  gave  the  introductory  address  in 
connection  with  the  arts,  science,  and  law  department.  On 
Wednesday  the  department  for  medicine  was  opened  by  an 
address  by  Sir  James  Paget,  Bart.  Owing  to  the  resignation 
by  Sir  William  Roberts,  M.D.,  of  the  office  of  (joint)  professor 
of  medicine,  the  council  have  appointed  Dr.  James  Ross, 
author  of  the  work  on  "  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,"  to 
the  vacancy.  Dr.  Ross  is  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  the 
University  of  Aberdeen,  and  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians  of  London.  In  the  year  1883  his  University 
conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  distinction  of  LL.D.  The 
council  have  conferred  the  title  of  Emeritus  Professor  upon 
Sir  William  Roberts,  M.D  ,  and  upon  Sir  H.  E.  Roscoe,  M.P. 


PRESTON. 

An  Overdose  of  Morphia. — Mr.  Robert  Mayor,  whole- 
sale chemist,  of  18  Victoria  Street,  Preston,  died  under  sad 
circumstances  last  Saturday  morning.  He  retired  to  rest  a 
little  before  eleven  o'clock  on  Friday  night,  and  soon  after 
his  wife  and  daughter  were  alarmed  at  hearing  an  unusual 
noise  upstairs.  On  going  to  Mr.  Mayor's  bedroom  they  found 
him  lying  in  a  helpless  condition,  and  sent  at  once  for 
Drs.  Holden  and  Derham,  who,  on  examining  the  patient, 
believed  he  had  swallowed  some  narcotic,  and  applied  the 
stomach-pump.  Their  efforts  were  of  no  avail,  and  Mr. 
Mayor  died  about  2.30  on  Saturday  morning.  The  deceased 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  morphia,  and  it  was  con- 
jectured that  he  had  taken  an  overdose  of  it  to  induce 
sleep. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  Mr.  Mayor's  body  on  Monday.  From 
the  evidence  it  appeared  that  he  went  home  about  half-past 
eight  on  Friday  night,  and,  after  lying  on  the  sofa  a  short 
time,  got  up  and  told  his  wife  he  would  give  up  taking  drink. 
Soon  after  that  he  went  into  the  shop  and  mixed  himself  a 
draught,  having  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  sleeping  mixtures 
when  he  had  had  any  intoxicants.  What  took  place  sub- 
sequently is  detailed  above.  Dr.  Derham  deposed  to  attending 
the  deceased,  and  prescribing  for  him  for  sleeplessness.  The 
sedative  he  gave  him  would  contain  about  half  a  grain  of 
morphia,  but  Mr.  Mayor,  being  a  registered  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  knew  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  drugs  well. 
Deceased  must  have  taken  more  than  he  had  prescribed  for 
he  showed  every  symptom  of  opium-poisoning.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  that  deceased  had  died  from  an  overdose 
of  morphia,  taken  by  misadventure. 
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SHEFFIELD. 

Sheffield  Medical  School. — The  session  was  opened 
on  Monday  evening  by  a  meeting  in  the  Firth  College.  The 
medical  officer  of  health  for  the  borough  (Dr.  Sinclair 
White),  delivered  the  address,  which  dealt  mainly  with 
sanitary  science. 

A  Fire  occurred  on  Monday  at  11  Ashdell  Road,  the  re- 
sidence of  Mr.  Emanuel  Jacobs,  veterinary  patent- medicine 
manufacturer.  It  was  caused  by  a  girl  in  Mr.  Jacob's  employ 
striking  a  match  while  searching  for  the  tap-key  of  a  turpen- 
tine barrel  and  dropping  the  match  on  some  waste  paper, 
which  blazed  up  and  set  fire  to  the  barrel  of  turpentine.  The 
result  was  an  alarming  fire,  which  was  speedily  put  out  by 
the  fire  brigade,  the  damage  done  being  small. 


SKIPTON. 

An  Overdose  op  Cough  Mixture. — An  inquest  was 
held  at  Carleton,  near  Skipton,  on  Monday  night,  before 
Mr.  T.  R.  Brown,  coroner,  touching  the  death  of  Sarah  Gib- 
son, wife  of  Richard  Gibson.  It  seems  she  had  been  unwell 
about  a  week,  and  Mrs.  Emery,  the  Carleton  Cottage  nurse, 
wrote  out  a  cough-mixture  prescription,  which  was  made  up 
at  Skipton  on  Saturday.  Three  doses  of  the  mixture  were 
given  by  the  deceased's  husband,  but  the  woman  became  un- 
coDscious  and  remained  so  until  8  15  P  M.  on  Sunday,  when 
she  died.  Dr.  Russell  deposed  that  the  cough  mixture 
contained  morphia,  in  the  usual  proportion  present  in 
cough  mixture  ;  but  he  said  the  age  and  constitution  of  the 
patient  should  have  been  considered.  He  attributed  death 
to  narcotic  poisoning.  Mrs.  Emery,  the  nurse,  was  called, 
and  she  deposed  that  she  had  warned  the  granddaugther 
of  the  deceased  to  be  careful  in  the  use  of  the  medicine, 
which  she  had  prescribed  months  before  for  the  same 
woman,  though  on  this  occasion  she  suggested  that  a 
medical  man  should  be  called  in.  The  Coroner  said  the 
mistake  had  evidently  been  that  the  old  man  had  given 
an  overdose.  A  verdict  to  the  effect  that  deceased  had 
died  from  an  overdose  of  cough  mixture  containing  morphia, 
such  overdose  being  accidentally  administered,  was  returned, 
a  rider  being  appended  that  no  blame  was  attached  to  the 
nurse  who  prescribed  the  mixture. 

SCOTLAND. 

Dundee. 

The  Home- grown  Linseed. — The  public  analyst  for 
Dundee  informs  us  that  the  sample  of  linseed  referred  to  last 
week  contained  not  58  35  per  cent,  of  oil,  but  only  half  that 
amount.  The  error,  which  arose  through  calculating 
2  grammes  operated  on  as  1  gramme,  was  seen  at  once  and 
corrected  ;  but  not  before  one  or  two  persons  had  seen  the 
figures. 

Edinburgh. 

Rot al  (Dick's)  Veterinary  College. — The  new  build- 
ing in  Clyde  Street,  to  which  we  have  previously  referred, 
was  formally  opened  on  Monday.  The  whole  of  the  east 
side  of  the  new  building,  except  the  ground  floor,  is 
devoted  to  the  anatomical  department,  comprising  dissecting- 
room  (lighted  from  the  roof  and  north  end),  lecture  theatre, 
bone- room,  and  professors'  workroom.  On  the  second  floor 
of  the  north  end  of  the  new  building  there  are  a  students' 
library  and  a  completely-equipped  gymnasium,  which  is  an 
entirely  new  feature  in  a  veterinary  college.  The  remainder 
of  this  end  and  part  of  the  west  end  of  the  building  are 
devoted  entirely  to  the  chemical  department,  which  com- 
prises an  upper  and  lower  laboratory,  besides  other  smaller 
rooms.  The  large  general  lecture  theatre  is  situated  on  the 
west  side,  and  is  seated  for  two  hundred  students.  A  museum 
(anatomical  and  pathological)  has  been  constructed  on  the 
south,  and  over  the  museum  are  placed  a  practical  chemistry 
class-room,  a  practical  microscopy  room,  a  bacteriological 
laboratory,  macerating-room,  &c.  The  stabling  and  similar 
accommodation  which  has  been  provided  is  of  a  very  com- 
plete character. 

Glasgow. 

Laudanum. — John  Wilson,  or  Mathieson,  aged  sixty- six 
years,  died  on  Sunday  in  a  Glasgow  lodging-house  from  the 
effects  of  an  overdose  of  laudanum,  believed  to  have  been 
taken  with  suicidal  intent. 


The  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.— We  are 
forcibly  reminded  by  the  report  of  the  meeting  of  this  faculty, 
held  on  Monday,  of  the  tender  care  which  medical  practi- 
tioners once  manifested  in  the  supply  of  drugs.  The  faculty 
was  established  by  charter  in  1599,  and  amongst  its  officers 
are  two  inspectors  of  drugs.  For  the  ensuing  year  Drs. 
Murdoch  Cameron  and  John  Glaister  have  been  appointed. 
_  Rickets.  —  Mr.  James  Thomson,  F.G.S.,  has  just  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet  on  the  prevalence  of  rickets  in  Glasgow 
and  the  West  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Thomson  attributes  the  cause 
of  the  disease  in  great  part  to  unwholesome  diet  and  to  the 
deficiency  of  calcareous  constituents  in  the  Loch  Katrine 
water.  Mr.  Thomson  suggests  as  a  remedy  that  important 
alterations  should  be  made  in  the  water-supply  of  the  city 
and  suburbs.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that,  owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  rickets,  Glasgow  consumes  enormous 
quantities  of  Parrish's  syrup.  Some  firms  purchase  it  by  the 
ton  at  a  price  not  much  above  what  is  now  paid  for  refined 
sugar. 


|)crsoim!ittcs. 


Mr.  H.  Griffith  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Davis, 
Strand,  Exmouth. 

Mr.  Pelham  C.  Young  has  succeeded  to  the  Preston  Tark 
Pharmacy,  Preston,  Brighton. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Rendle,  Morice  Town,  Devonport,  has  disposed 
of  his  branch  establishment  at  Buckfastleigh  to  Mr.  Thomp- 
son. 

Mr.  Camm  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Patman, 
Strand,  Starcross. 

Mr.  Lewis  Wigg  has  bought  the  business  lately  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Owles,  Fore  Street,  Ipswich. 

Mr.  Jas.  Stewart,  the  proprietor  of  the  Cheltenham 
County  Co-operative  Drug  Company,  is  about  to  open  a 
branch  at  High  Street,  Weston-super-Mare. 

On  Monday  last  the  stock  and  fixtures  of  the  late  Mr.  G 
Trilfield,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  155  Kirkdale  Road,  Liver- 
pool, were  disposed  of  by  public  auction  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Parker, 
auctioneer,  of  Houghton  Street.  There  being  no  offer  for  the 
goods  in  one  lot,  or  for  the  business  as  a  going  concern,  the 
various  articles  were  sold  in  separate  lots.  The  stock  of 
drugs  was  smali. 


NEW  COMPANIES. 


Hull  Seed  crushing  and  Oil  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital,  20,000/.  in  5/  shares.  Object,  to  acquire  with  the 
mill  and  warehouse,  the  Alexandra  Oil  Mills,  Church  Street, 
Hull,  with  adjoining  land,  plant,  and  goodwill  of  the  business 
of  seed-crushers,  oil-cake  and  oil  manufacturers.  Registered 
without  special  articles. 

Oliver  Jeyes  (Limited).  —  Capital,  20,000/.  in  4,000 
shares  of  5/.  each.  Object,  to  acquire  the  business  of  Oliver 
Jeyes,  now  carried  on  at  Catherine  Street,  Aston,  varnish, 
paint,  oil,  chemical,  soap,  and  colour  manufacturer  and  dry- 
salter.  Mr.  Oliver  Jeyes  is  appointed  sole  director  until  the 
second  ordinary  general  meeting,  at  a  salary  of  300/.  per 
annum. 

Pittville  Mineral  Waters  Company  (Limited). — 
This  company  was  registered  on  September  22,  with  a  capital 
of  10,000/.  in  51.  shares,  to  trade  as  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  mineral  and  aerated  waters. 

Sanitary  Wood  Wool  Company  (Limited) — Registered 
with  a  capital  of  30,000/.  in  1/.  shares.  Object,  to  carry  on 
business  as  manufacturers  and  vendors  of  wood  wool  and 
wood  wool  wadding,  and  of  surgical  or  medical  instruments 
and  appliances  and  dressings  of  all  kinds,  and  a'so  to  trade 
as  pharmaceutical  chemists.  Certain  letters  patent  will  be 
acquired  from  Paul  and  Albert  Hartmann.  The  fir-'  Hirectors 
are  Mr.  W  Westcott,  M.B.,  396  Camden  Road;  Mr  J.  D. 
Newton,  Hendon  ;  Mr.  H.  Vandeau,  16  Hatton  Garden ;  Mr. 
A.  Hartmann,  Heidenheim,  Germany  ;  Mr.  A.  Essinger, 
11  Hatton  Garden  ;  and  Mr.  J.  White,  Myddelton  Square. 
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pharmaceutical  Sflririi)  of  feat  §ritain. 


COUNCIL  MEETING. 
fTHE  Council  met  on  Wednesday  at  11  o'clock,  Mr.  Michael 
X  Carteighe,  President,  in  the  chair.  All  the  members 
were  present  except  Mr.  Greenish.  The  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  As  arising  out  of  the 
minutes  of  a  few  months  ago,  the  President  asked  permission 
to  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Joseph  Bosisto  acknowledging  in 
warm  terms  his  election  as  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Society.  He  felt  that  the  honour  would  give  great  grati- 
fication to  Australian  pharmacists. 

Brigade-Surgeon  Dymock,  who  at  the  last  meeting  was 
selected  as  the  recipient  of  the  Hanbury  medal,  had  also 
written  expressing  his  appreciation  of  the  high  honour,  and 
regretted  that  his  duties  would  prevent  him  being  present. 
The  President  remarked,  that  as  Mr.  Dymock  was  in  harness 
in  Bombay  he  had  entered  into  communication  with  the 
India  Office  as  to  a  member  of  the  staff  attending  the  meeting 
that  evening  on  Mr.  Dymock's  behalf,  and  he  was  glad  to  say 
that  Brigade-Surgeon  Hooper,  who  was  acting  at  present  for 
Sir  Joseph  Fayrer,  would  attend  that  meeting.  (Applause.) 

Elections  and  Restorations. 

A  number  of  persons  were  elected  members,  associates, 
and  students  of  the  Society  ;  several  were  restored,  and  the 
secretary  intimated  that  Messrs.  J.  O.  C.  Church,  Acle, 
Norfolk,  and  C.  Wilkinson,  47  Watergate,  Chester,  having 
made  the  statutory  declarations  that  they  were  in  business  as 
chemists  and  druggists  before  1868,  had  been  placed  on  the 
register  of  chemists  and  druggists. 

Finance  Committee. 

The  report  of  this  committee  was  submitted  ;  it  contained 
the  ordinary  details,  such  as  the  payment  of  paper,  printing, 
and  salaries.  The  committee  recommended  that  a  sum  of 
1,000/.  be  set  aside  to  pay  any  demand  of  the  contractors 
during  the  ensuiDg  month,  also  to  sell  out  a  second  3,000/. 
worth  of  stock.  The  President,  in  moviDg  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  drew  attention  to  the  chief  items  on  the  statement. 
The  payments  on  the  General  Fund  account  were  of  the  usual 
character,  and  included  a  sum  of  10/.  paid  to  Professor 
Bentley  for  specimens  and  diagrams.  Kegarding  the  sale  of 
stock  it  would  be  noticed  that  payments  amounting  to  over 
2,000/.  had  been  ordered,  and  they  had  only  in  hand  a 
balance  of  900/.,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  realise  some  of 
their  invested  funds.  So  far  they  had  paid  a  sum  of  3,900/. 
in  connection  with  the  building,  and  3,000/.  would,  he 
thought,  be  sufficient  to  meet-  the  demand  in  the  meantime. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Richardson,  the  President  further  stated  that 
he  hoped  that  the  new  building  would  be  ready  for  opening 
in  time  for  the  December  examination. 

An  Exciting  Discussion. 

Mr.  Hampson  said  'that  at  last  meeting  the  Council  had 
considered  and  remitted  to  this  committee  

The  President  here  remaiked  that  he  was  unaware  that 
Mr.  Hampson  was  to  have  mentioned  that  matter  when  he 
rose,  so  he  might  now  say  that  the  committee  had  on  the 
previous  day  considered  the  question  of  preparing  copies  of 
the  monthly  statement  for  the  benefit  of  the  members,  but 
had  been  unable  to  arrive  at  a  decision — they  were  divided  on 
the  matter,  and  did  not  now  make  a  report.  He  was 
to  propose  that  the  Council  should  in  committee  consider  the 
matter  in  its  details. 

Mr.  Hampson  replied  that  there  was  no  use  for  going  into 
committee.  There  were  some  men,  such  as  the  President,  who 
had  a  faculty  for  figures,  but  he  was  not  one  of  those,  and  to 
properly  understand  figures  he  preferred  to  have  something 
before  him.  For  that  reason  he  had  supported  Mr.  Evans  at 
the  last  meeting,  and  he  failed  to  see  why  the  committee 
could  not  arrive  at  a  decision  in  the  matter,  and  recommend 
that  the  statement  be  printed.  They  had  now  reached  the 
height  of  their  financial  prosperity — he  hoped  he  did  not  put 
their  condition  falsely  before  them — but  it  was  necessary  to 
take  great  care  of  the  expenditure.  He  was  sorry  that  the 
Finance  Committee  had  not  agreed  to  the  proposal,  for  that 
resolution  was  liable  to  be  misinterpreted,  and  he  had  not  the 


sense  of  perfect  satisfaction  which  he  would  have  had  had 
there  been  aD  endeavour  to  make  everything  clear. 

The  President  questioned  if  the  matter  should  be  dis- 
cussed at  that  stage.  The  committee  had  come  to  no  conclu- 
sion, and  made  no  report,  but  he  had  been  instructed  to  ask 
the  Council  to  consider  it  in  committee. 

Mr.  Hampson,  continuing,  said  that  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  committee  should  not  have  reported.  The  President 
said  that  the  matter  was  now  brought  up  out  of  courtesy  to 
a  minority.  Then  he  presumed  there  was  a  record  of  a  vote, 
but  there  was  none  of  the  discussion.  He  considered  that  the 
matter  was  entirely  irregular. 

Mr.  Evans  thought  he  could  explain  the  matter.  It  had 
been  discussed  in  committee,  and  he  found  himself  in  a 
hopeless  minority,  and  rather  than  that  the  matter  should  be 
decided  just  then,  it  was  proposed  that  it  should  be  again 
considered  that  day.  He  wished  again  to  point  out  that  it 
was  highly  important  that  the  Council  should  now  accede  to 
his  proposal.  If  they  did  not,  the  matter  was  sure  to 
come  up  again,  for  all  new  members  in  the  future  would  feel 
in  the  same  unsatisfactory  position  as  himself  without  copies 
of  the  statement  before  them. 

Mr.  Richardson  could  not  see  what  objections  there  were 
to  giving  each  member  a  copy  of  the  statement.  It  would 
certainly  be  of  great  service  to  them.  There  had  been  ob- 
jections urged  against  the  Benevolent  Fund  statement,  but 
it  was  ordered  to  be  provided,  and  was  of  great  use  to  the 
members.  The  financial  statement  was  very  necessary, 
because  each  one  was  responsible  for  the  finances,  and  they 
were  drifting  into  serious  expenditure.  They  knew  that  they 
had  an  extravagant  President — (laughter) — who  had  large 
ideas,  and  a  plausible,  conciliatory  mannerof  getting  them  to 
give  way  to  his  ideas  when  they  objected  to  them.  (Laughter.) 
He  meant  no  reproach  on  him,  but  he  could  not  help  saying 
that  the  building  scheme  was  really  becoming  very  serious. 

The  President  moved  that  the  Council  go  into  committee 
to  discuss  the  whole  matter;  then  they  could  consider  de- 
tails which  it  was  impolitic  to  discuss  openly. 

Mr.  Hampson  objected  to  that,  and  was  prepared  to  move 
that  the  minute  be  amended  so  that  the  committee  might 
bring  up  a  report. 

In  reply  to  this  the  President  said  that  each  one  had 
given  his  views  in  committee,  and  thus  they  had  arrived  at  a 
sort  of  decision,  but  there  was  no  vote  and  no  report. 

Mr.  Schacht  said  that  he  was  responsible  for  the  whole 
matter.  He  found  that  Mr.  Evans  was  in  a  minority,  and, 
thinking  that  it  would  be  the  kindest  way,  p'roposed  that  it 
should  be  brought  before  the  Council  again  before  a  decision 
was  come  to,  so  that  if  a  majority  outside  the  committee 
thought  they  would  understand  the  figures  better  with  a  copy 
of  the  statement,  the  report  of  the  committee  would  not  pre- 
vent them  having  it. 

The  President  again  urged  that  the  Council  should  go 
into  committee,  and  Mr.  Symes  asked  if  this  would  involve 
the  reporters  leaving  the  room.  That  should  be  known  before 
the  vote  was  taken.  The  President  replied  that  they  must 
go  into  details,  and  he  put  it  that  that  could  only  be  done  in 
committee. 

Mr.  Richardson  :  Let  us  settle  this  matter  about  the 
reporters. 

Mr.  Woolley  said  he  would  vote  that  the  matter  should 
be  discussed  openly.  It  was  one  of  great  importance  to 
the  Society,  and  if  they  took  it  in  committee  the  members 
might  say  that  there  was  something  which  they  wished  to 
hide. 

Mr.  Hills  did  not  care  whether  it  was  reported  or  not, 
but  he  urged  that  there  were  details  which  could  be  spoken 
about  more  freely  in  committee. 

Mr.  Schacht  :  Let  us  discuss  it  in  open  council. 

The  President  :  I  do  not  care.  I  am  only  acting  on  the 
instructions  of  the  committee  in  suggesting  that  it  should  be 
done  in  committee. 

Mr.  Symes  said  that  the  proposal  had  been  considered  at  the 
last  meeting,  and  had  been  referred  to  the  committee.  He 
thought  Mr.  Hampson  was  right  in  asking  why  no  report  was 
brought  up.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  information  desired 
should  not  be  given.  It  would  assist  the  members  if  they  got 
a  copy  of  the  statement ;  few  could  follow  it  as  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Richardson  asked  if  the  President  would  be  able  to 
speak  as  freely  in  open  council  as  in  committee.  He  was  in 
favour  of  the  former  method  if  it  was  practicable. 
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Mr.  Atkins  was  sorry  that  there  should  be  a  divi- 
sion among  them  as  to  a  matter  being  discussed  in 
camera.  That  conveyed  a  wrong  impression,  and  he  wished 
to  state  that  they  were  desirous  of  giving  the  greatest 
publicity  to  their  proceedings.  But  in  committee  he  fdlt 
that  he  could  ask  questions  and  get  information  more  fieely 
than  he  could  in  open  council.  He  hoped  that  the  Council 
would  not  divide  on  the  bare  question  of  whether  they  would 
keep  things  private  or  not.  It  was  really  a  question  of 
expediency. 

Mr.  Allen  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Evans  had  been  unable  to 
furnish  the  Committee  with  details  of  what  he  required,  so 
that  the  discussion  must  be  of  a  conversational  character. 
He  maintained  that  the  financial  statement  was  not  at  all 
like  the  Benevolent  Fund  statement. 

Mr.  Woollby  :  Can  you  tell  us,  Mr.  President,  where  we 
are?  (Laughter.) 

The  President  then  reiterated  his  remarks  regarding  his 
instructions,  and  maintained  that  the  Finance  Committee  is 
not  a  spending  committee.  It  was  an  audit  committee  ap- 
pointed to  see  that  certain  moneys  which  had  been  voted  by 
the  Council  were  paid.  It  made  no  recommendations  as  to 
payment,  and  could  rot  authorise  expenditure.  He  strongly 
objected  to  the  insinuations  which  Mr.  Hampson  and  his 
supporters  had  made. 

Mr.  Symes  pointed  out  what  he  thought  was  required — 
the  members  wished  to  have  the  means  of  comparing  expen- 
diture from  month  to  month.  He  agreed  with  the  President 
as  to  his  definition  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

The  Council  then  dividtd  on  the  President's  motion,  and  it 
was  found  that  the  members  who  voted  against  it  were  Messrs. 
Cross,  Evans,  Hampson,  Woolley,  and  Symes. 

Mr.  Hampson  immediately  rose  and  objected  to  the  strong 
words  which  the  President  had  used  in  regard  to  the  language 
of  the  objectors,  and  was  proceeding  to  speak  further  on  the 
matter  when  the  President  rose  and  objected  to  him 
proceeding.  Mr.  Hampson  warmly  protested,  and  resumed 
his  seat.  After  an  hour's  talk  in  committee  the  Council 
resumed,  having  meanwhile  resolved  to  maintain  the  s'atvs 
quo.  The  report  and  recommendations  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee were  adopted. 

Benevolent  Fund. 

The  report  of  this  committee  was  read,  as  usual,  in  camera. 
Three  grants  of  10/.  each  and  four  of  51.  were  recommended. 
Five  cases  were  refused  relief,  and  two  were  deferred  for 
further  consideration.  One  applicant  was  placed  on  the 
provisional  list  of  candidates  for  annuities.  At  present  the 
floating  cash  of  the  fund  amounts  to  730/ ,  and,  with  dividends 
which  are  to  come  in  before  the  end  of  the  year,  1,009/.  is 
the  amount  which  is  available  until  then.  Out  of  this 
annuitants  have  to  be  paid,  as  well  as  the  grants  authorised 
and  probable.  The  committee  recommended  the  election  in 
December  next  of  six  annuitants.  The  Council  having  re- 
sumed, the  Vice-President  wished  the  members  to  consider  in 
committee  the  desirability  of  electing  four  annuitants  only. 
On  resuming,  the  following  candidates  for  six  annuities  were 
named  as  those  who  will  be  voted  for  on  December  2  : — 

1.  Goadsby,    Elizabeth,    age    63,  I  5.  Collins,  Maria,  age  71,  Syden- 

Salford.  ham. 

2.  Pownall,  Lydia  Sarah,  age  66,  I  6.  Jones,  Augusta,  age  59,  Marl- 

Lower  Clapton.  borough. 

3.  Sowter,  Emily  Sarah,  age  52,     7.  Mclntyre,  Jessie,  age  72,  Tweed- 

Tottenham,  mouth. 

4.  Baker,  Sarah  E.,  age  51,  Fins-     8.  Spendelow,  Maria  E  ,  age  57. 

bury  Park,  N. 

(The  first  three  were  unsuccessful  at  the  last  election ;  the 
others  have  since  been  placed  on  the  list.) 

The  President,  in  putting  the  report  to  the  meeting,  said 
that  he  was  sure  that  the  subscribers  to  the  fund  would 
approve  of  the  Council's  decision  to  elect  six  annuitants.  He 
wished  to  remind  those  who  had  given  liberal  donations  to 
the  fund  this  year  that  the  money  so  obtained  had,  according 
to  by-law,  been  invested,  so  that  they  did  not  get  imme- 
diately the  full  benefit  of  it.  It  was  necessary  for  them  to 
have  increased  subscriptions  as  they  increased  the  number  of 
annuitants.  That  number  was  now  at  the  high  side  of  fifty. 
While  the  Council  was  deeply  grateful  to  their  supporters  in 
the  past,  he  trusted  that  they  would  make  greater  efforts  to 
increase  the  usefulness  of  the  fund  ;  if  half-guinea  subscribers 


would  give  a  guinea,  guinea  subscribers  two  guineas,  and  so 
on,  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  administering  relief  to 
many  deserving  persons  connected  with  the  trade. 


Professor  Bentley  was  formally  appointed  Eaaeritus 
professor  of  botany  at  a  salary  of  100/.  per  annum. 

Teaching  Practical  Pharmacy. 
In  accordance  with  notice  Mr.  Symes  now  moved: 

That  this  Council  approves  of  increasing  the  facilities  for  teaching 
practical  pharmacy  in  the  Society's  school  by  fitting  up  a  suitable 
laboratory  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  the  Library,  Museum' 
Laboratory  and  House  (  ommittee  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  best  means  of  effecting  that  object. 

SpeakiDg  to  this  motion,  Mr.  Symes  said  that  it  was  over 
two  years  since  he  had  brought  a  similar  motion  before  the 
Council,  and  he  felt  that  the  cause  which  he  had  at  heart 
had  lost  nothing  by  the  delay.  His  motion  had  been 
referred  to  a  committee  then,  and  was  generally  approved  of, 
so  that  he  would  have  said  nothing  at  that  time  were  it  not 
for  the  presence  of  the  new  members,  who  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  views  on  the  subject,  but  he 
had  no  doubt  that  they  would  support  him  as  those  whose 
places  they  filled  had  done.  He  was  forcibly  struck  when 
he  received  recently  the  sixty-fourth  annual  leport  of  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  with  the  fact  that  in 
that  school  there  was  provision  for  teaching  practical 
pharmacy  on  a  splendid  scale.  They  had  a  laboratory  with 
benches,  and  all  the  appliances  for  teaching  200  students 
at  a  time.  And  it  struck  him  at  the  time  that  the  existence 
in  the  United  States  of  such  facilities  for  imparting  know- 
ledge of  the  most  important  pharmaceutical  subject  might 
account  for  our  backwardness  as  compared  with  American 
pharmacists.  He  had  written  to  Dr.  Maisch  and  Professor 
Remington,  two  of  the  leaders  of  the  Philadelphia  school, 
and  had  received  from  them  very  full  particulars  and  much 
information  which  he  now  desired  to  express  his  warm 
acknowledgments  for.  (Applause.)  He  submitted  photo- 
graphs of  the  practical  pharmacy  laboratory  in  Philadelphia, 
and  remarked  that  the  School  of  Pharmacy  here  was  further 
forward  at  one  time  than  it  was  now.  They  once  really  had 
a  professor  of  pharmacy — Dr.  Eedwood — who  taught  the 
subject  in  its  practical  details,  but  they  had  drifted  out  of  it 
until  two  years  ago,  when  they  resumed  the  teaching  on  a 
modified  scale.  He  felt  strongly  that  they  had  neglected 
the  object  of  teaching  the  sciences — chemistry,  botany,  and 
materia  medica.  They  did  not  maintain  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  and  teach  chemistry  to  make  chemists  or  botany 
to  make  botanists,  but  they  taught  the  subjects  in  order  to 
make  pharmacists,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  finish  the  teach- 
ing by  applying  the  knowledge  gained  to  pharmacy  proper. 
To  make  the  School  of  Pharmacy  worthy  of  the  name  they 
should  teach  the  subjects  of  the  pharmaceutical  examina- 
tions. There  were  some  who  objected  to  teaching  practical 
pharmacy  in  the  school  because,  they  said,  it  should  be 
taught  in  the  shop.  He  sympathised  with  the  objection,  but 
they  must  take  things  as  they  were,  and  at  present,  he 
asserted,  there  were  some  who  got  through  the  examinations 
and  took  high  marks  who  were  unable  to  apply  the  know- 
ledge which  they  had  gained.  That  was  one  of  the  chief 
objections  to  the  examination  system.  The  matter  resolved 
itself  last  time  into  a  question  of  convenience  and  cost,  and 
he  withdrew  his  motion  then  until  research  had  been  dis- 
posed of.  They  now  had  a  larger  building  in  the  course  of 
erection,  in  which,  he  thought,  there  was  ample  room  for 
what  he  aimed  at ;  the  expenditure  had  been  incurred,  and 
little  more  would  be  required  to  do  what  he  wished  He 
trusted  that  a  unanimous  vote  would  be  given  for  the  motion, 
and  reminded  the  members  that  it  would  not  involve  much 
more  expenditure  than  was  every  year  devoted  to  the  con- 
versazione. It  was  true  that  they  could  not  go  into  the 
matter  without  a  certain  amount  of  responsibility,  but  the 
responsibility  was  greater  if  they  did  not  go  into  it.  It  was 
also  true  that  they  might  not  get  from  the  laboratory  such 
credit  as  they  would  from  research  work,  but  he  hoped  that 
the  members  would  not  look  upon  it  in  that  selfish  spirit,  but 
would  consider  what  was  good  for  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Hampson,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  that  Mr. 
Symes's  arguments  were  invulnerable.     In  every  country 
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where  schools  of  pharmacy  were,  pharmacy  was  taught  as  a 
distinct  subject,  but  they  seemed  to  educate  their  students 
in  every  subject,  and  did  not  give  them  the  finishing  touch. 
He  asked  them  to  imagine  how  they  could  teach  a  man  to 
cook  by  telling  him  about  the  properties  and  uses  of  all  the 
materials  required  for  food  and  not  show  him  how  to 
make  a  dish.  It  was  absurd  ;  yet  that  was  the  principle 
that  they  had  been  going  upon.  He  hoped  they  would 
rectify  that;  and  while  the  Council  was  unanimous  about 
maintaining  a  school  of  pharmacy,  they  should  institute  a 
chair  of  pharmacy.  They  had  already  spent  money  on  a 
building  which  provided  plenty  of  room  for  the  purpose. 
A  long  discussion  followed. 

Mr.  Woolley  maintained  that  in  the  new  building  the 
basement  floor  was  the  only  room  large  enough  for  a  labora- 
tory such  as  the  Philadelphia  one.  Moreover,  that  building 
had  been  put  up  for  research  and  examination  purposes  ex- 
clusively. He  had  seen  the  Philadelphia  school.  It  was  in 
an  out-of-the-way  place,  where  ground  wa9  cheap,  and  he 
thought  that  they  would  also  have  to  go  outside  in  order  to 
get  proper  accommodation. 

Mr.  Newsholme  supported  the  motion,  and  thought  it 
important,  but  would  like  to  know  what  they  would  do  with 
the  preparations  which  the  students  made. 

Mr.  Allen  remarked  that  that  was  just  the  difficulty  they 
had  before.  They  could  not  sell  them  without  becoming  a 
trading  body.  He  objected  to  the  motion  because  it  bound 
them  to  fit  up  a  laboratory. 

Mr.  EVANS  gave  the  motion  his  cordial  support,  and  urged 
Mr.  Symes  to  fight  the  matter  out.  When  he  was  a  student 
of  the  school  there  was  that  want  in  it — practical  teaching  in 
pharmacy — and  students  were  driven  outside  to  get  the 
knowledge  which  was  not  provided  inside.  This  matter  was 
considered  by  their  constituents  to  be  far  more  important 
than  research,  and  they  were  looking  for  something  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  Butt  said  the  plan  might  be  feasible,  but  he  would 
like  to  know  how  it  was  to  be  done.  There  were  serious 
objections  to  it.  If  apprentices  were  not  taught  pharmacy 
by  their  masters,  the  Society  by-and-by  would  have  to  teach 
them  Latin,  French,  and  all  the  other  subjects.  Suppose 
they  were  to  show  students  how  to  make  green  extracts,  would 
it  be  by  the  ounce  or  half-hundredweight?  That  brought 
them  to  the  question,  What  would  they  do  with  the 
products  1 

The  President  did  not  think  that  this  was  the  time  to 
consider  that.  The  committee  would  consider  all  details. 
His  own  impression  was  that  they  would  have  to  provide  the 
facilities,  and  he  thought  that  they  could  find  room  in 
the  new  building,  although  it  might  not  meet  Mr.  Woolley 's 
i  leas. 

Mr.  Woolley  explained  :  What  he  referred  to  was  entirely 
a  question  of  room  and  means.  They  knew  that  some  people 
outside  had  said  they  had  ruined  themselves  already. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Savage  thought  the  matter  should  be  deferred,  and 
Mr.  Bottle  suggested  that  Mr.  Symes  should  alter  his 
motion  so  that  the  hands  of  the  committee  should  not  be 
tied.    He  submitted  such  an  alteration  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hills  followed  on  the  same  lines.  He  was  doubtful, 
too,  if  they  had  the  room  and  the  money.  They  had  com- 
mitted themselves  to  research,  and  he  was  afraid  they  were 
not  able  to  go  into  practical  teaching  of  pharmacy  at  present. 

Mr.  Atkins  also  objected  to  tying  down  the  committee  to 
any  definite  scheme,  and  could  not  see  what  they  would  do 
with  the  products.  At  the  same  time  he  considered  that 
teaching  should  come  before  research  ;  but  there  were  great 
difficulties,  such  as  the  expense  of  the  fittings. 

Mr.  Bobbins  called  upon  Mr.  Symes  to  formulate  a  scheme, 
to  tell  the  Council  more  definitely  what  he  wanted,  whereas 
Mr.  Southall  and  Mr.  Ceoss  gave  their  support  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Symes,  replying  to  his  critics,  said  that  this  was  no 
hobby  of  his,  otherwise  he  would  have  been  prepared  with  a 
scheme;  but  there  was  no  use  of  that,  for  the  committee 
might  with  special  knowledge  draw  up  a  better  one.  He 
contended  that  the  objections  which  had  been  advanced  were 
not  at  all  serious.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  disposing 
of  products,  and  it  was  all  nonsense  to  say  that  there  was 
not  suitable  accommodation  in  the  new  building — in  fact,  his 
opponents  did  not  know  well  what  to  say,  and  he  proceeded  to 


quote  a  speech  of  Mr.  Bottle's  made  two  years  ago  as  being 
different  in  sentiment  from  what  Mr.  Bottle  had  then  ex- 
pressed, when 

Mr.  Bottle  explained  that  Mr.  Symes  had  misunderstood 
him.    An  apology  followed. 

Mr.'  Symes  then  criticised  Mr.  Hills's  remarks,  and  Mr. 
Hills  took  refuge  in  "  a  misunderstanding,"  whereupon, 
amidst  much  laughter,  Mr.  Symes  concluded  his  reply  by 
saying,  "  Seeing  that  everybody  agrees  with  me,  I  have 
nothing  further  to  say,  and  I  will  stand  or  fall  by  my 
motion.'' 

During  the  discussion  there  were  several  hints  by  London 
members  that  there  is  no  room  in  the  new  building  for  any- 
thing else  than  research  and  examinations.  Referring  to 
this,  Mr.  Hampson  said  that  when  the  plans  of  the  new 
building  were  before  the  Council  there  was  a  tacit  under- 
standing that  practical  pharmacy  would  be  provided  for.  Some 
members  appeared  to  forget  that.  After  some  further  con- 
versation Mr.  Symes  struck  out  of  his  motion  the  words 
"  by  fitting  up  a  suitable  laboratory  for  that  purpose."  The 
President  put  the  motion  as  amended  to  the  meeting, 
and  in  doing  so  gave  it  his  hearty  support.  There  was  no 
question,  he  said,  that  the  committee  would  consider  the 
matter  from  Mr.  Symes's  point  of  view.  He  reminded  the 
Council  that  Dr.  Greenhow,  in  his  last  report,  had  made 
special  reference  to  examining  students  in  practical  phar- 
macy. This  had  been  considered  by  the  London  Board 
of  Examiners,  and  their  recommendations  would  come 
before  the  Council  later  on. 

The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  Newsholme  said  he  was  desired  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Furness, 
President  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society,  to  mention  the  inaugural  meeting  on  Wednesday 
next,  when  Mr.  Carteighe  had  undertaken  to  present  the 
prizes,  and  when  they  would  be  pleased  to  welcome  any 
other  members  of  the  Council  or  the  Society. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 

Concluding  Business. 
The  President  intimatel  that  late  in  August  the  Phar- 
macy Bill  had  to  be  withdrawn.  Later  they  would  consider 
how  it  should  be  again  brought  forward.  The  report  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  followed,  and  was  considered  in 
committee. 


OPENING  OF  THE  SESSION. 
The  lecture  theatre  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square  was  uncom- 
fortably crowded  on  Wednesday  evening  by  8  20.  Ladies 
were  present  in  strong  force,  and  it  was  noticeable  that 
feathered  hats  were  more  common  in  the  audience  than  they 
have  been  before.  The  President,  accompanied  by  Sir  Dyce 
Duckworth,  Brigade- Surgeon  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Thos.Hanbury, 
came  into  the  theatre  at  8.35.,  and  was  received  with  applause. 
He  at  once  opened  the  proceedings  by  calling  upon  Professor 
Bentley  to  report  upon  his  class,  and  asked  the  professor 
to  make  his  remarks  brief.  He  hoped  that  the  professor 
would  not  look  upon  this  as  a  parting.  No  parting,  he  was 
glad  to  say,  was  likely  to  occur,  for  in  the  position  of 
emeritus  professor  he  would  be  as  much  as  ever  interested  in 
promoting  the  science  which  he  had  so  long  taught  in  the 
school.  Professor  Bentley  should  not  look  upon  this  occa- 
sion as  an  adieu  but  as  an  aw  revoir.  (Applause.) 

Professor  Bentley,  who  on  rising  was  received  with  pro- 
longed applause,  said  that  it  was  his  privilege  for  the  thirty- 
ninth  time  to  give  a  satisfactory  report  of  his  class  of  botany 
and  materia  medica.  He  could  not  but  feel  that  this  was 
the  last  time  that  he  would  appear  for  this  purpose.  His 
feelings  he  would  try  to  suppress  ;  at  the  same  time  he  felt 
that  anything  he  might  say  had  additional  force.  He  could 
say  that  his  students  had  been  very  diligent.  That  was  a 
thing  that  he  had  always  said  of  his  students,  and  if  there  was 
anyone  who  could  predict  what  might  happen,  they  could 
safely  predict  that  the  students  would  conduct  themselves 
well  in  the  future.  (Applause.)  He  then  referred  to  the 
awards  which  he  had  recommended  for  the  first  and  second 
courses  and  for  the  session,  selecting  for  special  remark  Mr. 
E.  White  and  Mr.  C.  R.  Andrew.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that 
the  whole  of  the  prizemen  well  deserved  their  awards. 
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Professor  Attfield  reported  very  briefly  on  the  practical 
chemistry  class.  The  standard  number  of  marks,  he  said, 
was  100,  and  out  of  that  number  Mr.  White  had  taken  the 
silver  medal  with  93  marks.  The  bronze  medals  had  been 
awarded  to  Mr.  E.  Young  with  89  marks,  and  to  Mr.  D. 
Reid  with  86  marks.  The  conduct  and  diligence  of  the  class 
had  been  most  satisfactory. 

Professor  Dunstan,  in  reporting  upon  the  chemistry 
courses,  said  it  was  a  remarkable  fact  that  most  of  the  names 
he  had  to  mention  had  already  been  named  by  Professor 
Bentley.  These  gentlemen  must  have  worked  hard  to  have 
so  distinguished  themselves  in  two  subjects. 

The  following  is  a  full  list  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy 
awards : — 

Chemistry  and  Physics. 
(First  five  months'  course.) 
Bronze  Medal. — Edmund  White. 

Certificates  of  Merit.— J.  Thomas,  W.  Poole,  E.  Daintree, 
and  E.  J.  Woolley. 

(Second  five  months'  course.) 

Certificates  of  Merit. — Thomas  A.  Beadle,  Alfred  E. 
Chaston,  and  Wm,  M.  Palmer,  equal. 

(Ten  months'  course.) 
Silver  Medal.— E.  White. 

Certificates  of  Honour. — J.  Thomas,  E.  J.  Woolley,  and 
W.  Poole. 

Botany  ani  Materia  Medica. 
(First  five  months'  course.) 
Bronze  Medal. — E.  White. 

Certificates  of  Merit. — Messrs.  Thomas,  Woolley,  Daintree, 
and  Poole. 

(Second  five  months'  course.) 

Bronzs  Medal. — C.  R.  Andrews. 
Certificate  of  Merit.— W.  M.  Palmer. 

(Ten  months'  course.) 
Silver  Medal .— E.  White. 

Certificates  of  Honour.— J.  Thomas,  W.  Poole,  and  E.  J. 
Woolley. 

Certificates  of  Merit, — A.  R.  Cross,  C.  W.  Andrew,  and  P. 
Reid. 

Practical  Chemistry. 

Silver  Medal.— E.  White. 
Bronze  Medals. — E.  Young  and  D.  Reid. 
Certificates  of  Honour. — E.  J.  Woolley  and  C.  W.  Andrew. 
Certificates  of  Merit. — W.  Poole,  G.  Aveiill,  and  A.  E. 
Chaston. 


The  President  then  handed  the  prizes  to  the  students 
named  with  a  few  appropriate  remarks  to  each.  As  each 
candidate  was  called  up  he  was  warmly  cheered. 

The  President  then,  in  the  absence  of  Messrs.  Ransom 
and  Thresh,  the  examiners,  announced  the  result  of  the  com- 
petition for  the  open  prizes  which  the  Council  awarded. 
These  prizes,  he  said,  were  open  to  all  who  had  passed  the 
Major  examination  in  Great  Britain.  With  such  a  class  of 
candidates  the  questions  set  and  tbe  awards  of  the  examiners 
were  naturally  very  severe.  Out  of  the  total  of  1,000  marks 
Mr.  John  Thomas  was  first  with  766  marks.  To  him  was 
awarded  the  fust  prize,  the  "Pereira"  medal,  the  highest 
honour  the  Society  had  to  confer,  the  blue  riband  of  pharmacy. 
The  second  in  the  competition  was  Miss  Margaret  Elizabeth 
Buchanan,  who  had  gained  692  marks.  From  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  examination  he  was  able  to  fully  confirm  the 
report  of  the  examiners,  who,  of  course,  did  cot  know  the 
writers  of  the  papers  which  they  had  to  estimate,  except  by 
mottoes,  on  the  substantial  and  steady  work  shown  in  this 
lady's  papers.  To  her  was  awarded  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  silver  medal.  The  bronze  medal,  or  third  prize  in 
the  competition,  was  taken  by  Mr.  Charles  Boulter  Gilson 
with  669  markss.  The  medals  were  then  given  to  these  stu- 
dents amid  the  heartiest  applause,  Miss  Buchanan  being 
received  with  even  more  than  the  usual  cordiality,. 

Professor  Bentley  next  reported  on  the  herbarium  compe- 
tition.   In  doing  so  the  Professor  referred  to  the  importance 


to  the  pharmacist  of  the  study  of  systematic  botany.  He 
was  conscious  that  practical  botany  would  never  lose  the 
place  of  a  necessary  corollary  to  the  study  of  materia  medica. 
He  had  the  satisfaction  of  sfating  that  the  silver  medal  was 
gained  by  a  herbarium  of  630  specimens,  carefully  collected, 
preserved,  and  named  by  Mr.  Bond  Smith,  and  Mr.  H.  Garnett 
was  highly  deserving  of  the  bronze  medal  for  his  herbarium 
of  330  specimens. 

The  President  called  up  the  gentlemen  named,  and  pre- 
sented the  medals  and  certificates  to  them. 

Mr.  Bowen  next  reported  on  the  examination  for  the 
Jacob  Bell  scholarship.  Mr.  Bowen  stated  that  on  this 
occasion  there  were  fewer  candidates  than  last  year — 23  as 
compared  with  30— but  he  was  glad  to  say  that  the  work 
done  was  exceptionally  good,  no  less  than  eight  of  the  can- 
didates securing  the  number  of  marks  entitling  them  to 
scholarships.  Those  who  gained  the  two  scholarships  which 
were  open  were  Messrs.  Salter  and  Mander. 

The  President  called  upon  these  gentlemen  and  explained 
that  this  examination  is  an  entrance  one,  instituted  in 
memory  of  Jacob  Bell,  one  of  the  great  props  and  builders  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  The  scholar- 
ships were  accompanied  with  sets  of  text-books,  presented 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Hyde  Hills. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  awards  of  the 

Pharmaceutical  Society  Peizes. 

Herbarium  Prize. 

Silver  Medal.— C.  Bond  Smith. 
Bronze  Meda1. — H.  Garnett. 

Council  Examination  Prizes. 

Pereira  Medal  (silver),  and  books  value  5/. — John  Thomas. 

Pharmaceutical  Society's  Medal  (silver),  and  books  value 
31. — Margaret  Elizabeth  Buchanan. 

Pharmaceutical  Society's  Medal  (bronze),  and  books  value 
21.— Charles  Boulter  Gilson. 

The  books  are  presented  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Hills. 

Bell  Scholars. — William  Appleton  Salter,  of  Birkenhead, 
and  Alfred  Mander,  of  Leamington. 

Next  followed  the 

INTRODUCTORY  SESSIONAL  ADDRESS 

By  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  M.D ,  Physician  to  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital ;  Treasurer  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians. 


Mr.  President,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, — I  take  it  as 
a  considerable  compliment  that  I  have  been  invited  to  deliver 
to  you  the  inaugural  address  of  this  session.  I  long  ago 
made  it  a  rule  of  my  life  not  to  refuse  any  duty  which  came 
before  me,  provided  I  felt  it  at  all  within  my  power  to  do  it ; 
and  although  I  am  as  conscious  as  anyone  that  many  more 
fit  persons  might  fill  my  place  to-night,  I  venture  to  accept 
the  position  offered  to  me,  and  to  do  my  best  not  to  mis- 
spend the  few  minutes  at  my  disposal.  First,  I  may  claim 
some  small  right  to  address  you  on  this  occasion  because  the 
subjects  of  materia  medica  and  pharmacy  have  always  had 
great  attractions  for  me.  I  may  say  that  I  was  drawn  towards 
medicine  by  a  love,  for  its  own  sake,  of  the  healing  art,  and 
I,  consequently,  approached  my  profession  from  its  thera- 
peutical side.  I  have  never  lost  my  interest  in  this  part  of 
the  physician's  art.  It  is  too  much  forgotten  in  these  days 
that  the  two  main  duties  of  the  physician  are,  first,  to  discover 
exactly  what  is  wrong,  and,  secondly,  to  apply  measures  for 
relief  and  the  promotion  of  cure. 

A  complete  diagnosis  is  but  half  of  his  work.  I  repeat, 
therefore,  that  the  reason  for  a  physician's  existence  in  our 
social  system  is  that  he  shall  treat  disease  with  a  view  to 
cure  it. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  taught  by  several  masters  of 
therapeutics  and  pharmaceutical  art.  In  Liverpool  I  was 
trained  first  under  Baker  Edwards,  and  subsequently  under 
Birkbeck  Nevins.  At  Edinburgh  I  diligently  attended  the 
prelections  of  Christison,  illustrated  profusely  by  the  resources 
of  the  great  University  Museum.  One  of  my  first  medical 
books  was  "Gray's  Supplement  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,"  edited 
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by  Kedwood,  your  eminent  emeritus-professor,  and  at  an 
early  period  of  my  studies  I  made  almost  every  salt  and 
preparation  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1851.  Hence  I  may  at 
least  claim  some  acquaintance,  though,  indeed,  what  I  might 
term  a  pre-scientific  one,  with  the  lines  of  your  present  and 
future  studies  here,  and  I  can  offer  you  some  sympathy  and 
a  not  unintelligent  interest  in  your  pursuit  of  them. 

Welcome. 

And  now,  having  said  too  much  about  myself,  I  may  pass 
on  to  welcome,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  its  officers  and 
professors,  all  those  who  present  themselves  on  these  benches 
to-night  for  the  first  time.  I  know  well  what  must  be  the 
feelings  of  many  of  you.  You  have  come  from  distant  homes, 
it  may  be,  to  this  vast  and  busy  metropolis,  with  good  heart 
and  purpose  to  try  and  lay  a  solid  and  worthy  foundation  for 
your  future  careers.  You  have  done  wisely  and  well.  I£ 
your  relations  have  made  an  effort  to  secure  for  you  the 
great  advantages  offered  by  this  Society,  they  may  feel  sure 
that  they  are  giving  you  the  best  help,  and  are  promoting  in 
the  best  way  your  potential  usefulness  in  the  future.  You 
have  to  prove  yourself  worthy  of  any  sacrifice  they  may  have 
made  for  you,  and  you  will  do  this  by  beginning  at  once, 
to-morrow,  to  display  energy  and  earnestness  in  your  work. 
I  lay  stress  on  jour  setting  to  work  at  once.  If  a  freshman 
is  languid  at  his  first  start,  he  too  commonly  proves  a  failure 
ever  after.  Take  my  word  and  my  experience  for  it,  the 
man  who  buckles  to,  forthwith,  on  his  entry  into  a  school 
will  be  the  man  who  will  come  out  well,  if  not  brilliantly,  at 
the  end  of  his  curriculum.  London  with  all  its  scientific 
life,  its  feverish  and  intense  fervour,  has  also  its  seamy  side, 
and  innumerable  traps  are  set  for  such  as  you  who  come  here 
from  simple,  honest,  God-fearing  homes.  I  bid  you  beware 
of  these  beguiliog  gins,  and  always  remember  the  eternal 
truth  contained  in  the  words  of  the  wise  king  who  wrote 
that,  "  Surely  in  vain  the  net  is  spread  in  the  sight  of  any 
bird."  Thus  warned,  you  will  not  be  entangled  by  the  seduc- 
tions of  idle  companions,  and  you  will  be  worthy  of  your- 
selves and  of  those  who  love  you  best.  Steady  and  regular 
work  will  well  avail  to  keep  you  in  good  company  and  to 
unfit  you  for  courses  unworthy  of  English  gentlemen.  Take 
St.  Jerome's  advice :  "  Facito  aliquid  operis,  ut  semper  te 
diabolus  inveniat  occupatum."  That  unpleasant  complaint, 
home-sickness,  too,  is  best  cured,  as  I  well  remember,  by 
hard  work.  Having  drifted  somewhat  into  a  by-way  of 
moral  therapeutics,  I  must  next  offer  in  the  names  of  your 
President  and  officers  hearty  congratulations  to  those  of  you 
who  have  come  forward  to  receive  prizes.  It  is  always 
pleasant  to  succeed,  and  it  is  always  wise  to  try  to  succeed. 
One  success  in  life,  especially  at  the  outset,  is  very  apt  to 
lead  to  others.  There  is,  however,  ample  compensation  for 
those  who,  having  tried,  have  failed  to  reach  the  full 
measure  of  attainable  success.  Their  efforts  do  not  fail  to 
be  fruitful,  though  their  crop  of  successes  may  ripen  later 
on.  I  find  little  sympathy  for  those  who  do  not  strive  or 
aspire  to  excel  in  their  work,  yet  I  suppose  there  must  be 
always  some  easy-going  people  in  the  world,  and,  indeed, 
there  are  not  plums  enough  that  everyone  may  secure  one  in 
the  struggle. 

The  Professors. 

I  pass  now  to  refer  to  some  changes  that  are  in  progress 
amongst  you.  I  have  already  mentioned  the  name  of  Dr. 
Eedwood,  your  emeritus-professor  of  chemistry,  a  name 
honoured  by  pharmacists  all  over  the  world.  Dr.  Kedwood 
is  the  Nestor  of  your  body.  You  have,  as  your  senior  pro- 
fessor, Dr.  Attfield,  a  man  whose  energy  and  excellence  are 
known  to  me  on  several  accounts,  and  not  least  because,  as  a 
member  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the  Medical 
Council,  I  come  into  relation  with  him  as  the  reporter  on  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia. 

Your  professor  of  botany  and  materia  medica  has  retired, 
and  in  Mr.  Bentley  you  lose  a  well-known  teacher  and  autho- 
rity in  those  subjects.  I  am  glad  that  his  place  is  now 
worthily  filled  by  Professor  Green,  but  it  is  always  painful  to 
see  familiar  faces  drop  out  of  the  ranks.  You  can  still  be 
thankful  you  have  had  Mr.  Bentley,  and  you  can  rejoice  that 
he  retires  as  emeritus-professor,  with  plenty  of  working 


power  in  him.*  In  pure  chemistry  and  chemical  physics  you 
have  the  advantage  of  a  teacher  so  eminent  as  Professor 
Dunstan  has  proved  himself  to  be.  In  Mr.  Holmes  you  have 
a  teacher  of  materia  medica  who  is  recognised  as  an  authority 
on  the  subject,  while  pharmacy  is  in  the  able  hands  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Ince.  But  in  addition  to  your  long- established 
courses  of  study  here,  I  have  especially  to  congratulate  you 
on  the  higher  flights  to  which  you  properly  aspire. 

The  Kesearch  Laboratory. 

In  your  new  laboratories  for  research  you  seek  henceforth 
to  do  woik  which  falls  well  withia  your  power,  woik  which 
hitherto  has  been  so  laborious  as  to  be  almost  prohibitory, 
and  perhaps  not  strictly  within  the  legitimate  lines  of 
investigation  for  many  of  those  who  have  pursued  them.  I 
refer  to  purely  chemical,  botanical,  and  pharmaceutical  work, 
which  up  to  this  time  has  mainly  been  done  individually  by 
eminent  members  of  your  Society,  and  occasionally  by  a  few 
therapeutists  who  were  specially  qualified  to  do  it. 

This  is  not  within  the  limits  of  therapeutical  research, 
properly  so  called.  But  so  elaborate  and  tedious  is  this  work, 
that  years  must  elapse  before  a  practising  physician  and 
teacher  can  compass  the  complete  pharmaceutical  research 
necessary  for  any  one  new  drug.  Henceforth,  you  will 
achieve  this  in  your  new  laboratories,  and  give  the  imprimatur 
of  this  Society  to  your  pharmaceutical  researches,  thus 
setting  free  therapeutic  investigators  to  their  proper  studies. 

Such  subdivision  of  labour  is  now  inevitable,  and  with  the 
impetus  your  work  here  will  give  to  therapeutics  proper,  we 
may  fairly  anticipate  useful  results.  To  endow,  as  you  pro- 
pose to  do,  such  higher  research  is,  indeed,  a  very  worthy 
use  to  make  of  any  funds  you  may  happen  to  accumulate. 

Past  and  Present. 

In  reviewing,  as  I  may,  the  position  of  the  pharmacists  of 
this  country  during  the  last  quarter  of  this  century,  I  cannot 
fail  to  be  struck  with  the  great  advance  made  in  your  work 
both  as  a  science  and  an  art.  I  note  the  improved  quality  of 
the  work  done,  no  less  than  the  higher  social  position  andi 
characters  of  the  men  who  have  accomplished  it  and  now 
keep  the  forefront. 

I  recall  the  ordinary  druggist  of  my  boyhood,  and  while 
remembering  that  he  was  almost  always  a  worthy,  intelligent, 
and  kindly  man,  I  know  now  that  he  was  too  commonly  an 
imperfectly  educated  and  untrained  man,  even  in  his  own 
department.  In  many  parts  of  the  country,  if  not,  indeed, 
so  forlorn  a  person  as  Komeo's  apothecary,  he  was  more 
dependent  by  far  on  ancillary  parts  of  his  business  than  is 
now,  happily,  the  case.  His  guaiacum  bottle  was  very  blue, 
and  his  liquorice  root  very  hard  (as  I  knew  to  my  personal 
discomfiture),  his  nitrate  of  mercury  ointment  was  not 
unlike  choice  Gorgonzola  cheese,  and  there  was  little  of  the 
vesicatorial  element  left  in  his  bottle  of  lyttffi.  Without 
doubt,  a  very  altered  state  of  matters  now  prevails.  In  the 
smallest  town  to-day  may  be  found  members  or  associates  of 
your  Society,  and  your  diploma  carries  with  it  such  creden- 
tials as  entirely  satisfy  the  medical  profession  and  those  of 
the  laity  competent  to  judge  (not  too  many,  by  the  way)  of 
the  high  degree  of  competence  that  has  been  certified  in  the 
possessor  of  it.  Not  only  is  confidence  felt,  and  rightly  felt, 
as  to  the  training  and  skill  of  your  diplomates,  but  there  is 
something  better,  if  possible,  than  this,  and  that  is  an  assur- 
ance that  your  Society  alone  certifies  those  who  by  high 
personal  character,  moral  rectitude,  and  a  fine  sense  of 
honour  are  fit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  important  public 
duties  pharmacists  are  called  to  discharge.  I  take  it,  there- 
fore, always  and  everywhere,  that  the  possessor  of  your 
diploma  is  an  honourable,  well-educated,  and  dependable 
man,  and  I  am  entirely  content  to  trust  him. 

The  Proper  Dispensers. 
These  considerations  lead  me  at  once  to  offer  some  remarks 
upon  a  delicate  matter,  but  one  which  has  been  recently 

*  I  may  here  express  my  regret  that  botany  is  now  ejected  from  the 
curriculum  of  medical  students  who  do  not  aspire  to  university  degrees. 
I  protested  against  that  decision,  my  belief  being  that  the  mental  training 
of  botany  was  peculiarly  fitted  to  prepare  the  student  for  the  practice  of 
medicine,  not  in  virtue  of  any  specific  and  direct  knowledge  of  plants  thus 
acquired,  which  is  soon  forgotten,  but  because  of  the  habits  of  observation 
and  discrimination  necessarily  entailed  by  this  study.  Its  omission,  too, 
as  a  part  of  general  biological  training  I  lake  to  be  very  serious. 
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■brought  into  prominence  in  respect  of  the  apothecaries  of 
England  and  Ireland.  I  refer  to  the  dispensing  of  medicines 
by  members  of  my  own  profession. 

I  had  hoped  that  this  system  was  likely  to  come  to  an  end, 
and  believed  that  the  necessity  for  it  was  hardly  any  longer 
existent.  Other  views  have,  however,  prevailed.  I  hold  the 
opinion  that  the  necessity  for  this  practice  is  now  very  small 
anywhere  in  the  towns,  and  not  so  pressing  as  is  believed  in 
country  practice.  There  can  certainly  be  no  doubt  that,  with 
the  increasing  numbers  of  highly  qualified  pharmacists  that 
issue  from  the  schools  of  London  and  Edinburgh,  the  neces- 
sity becomes  annually,  and  everywhere,  mucli  lessened. 

I  affirm,  without  hesitation,  the  fact  that  your  diplomates, 
as  a  rule,  are  better  fitted  to  act  as  public  dispensers  than 
members  of  my  profession,  and  I  can  therefore  only  express 
the  hope  that  you  may  steadily  wrest  this  sphere  of  work 
from  men  who  have  already  too  much  else  to  do  and  think 
about,  and  who  are  less  well-qualified  than  you  to  do  it.  I 
am  aware  that  fears  have  been  expressed  that,  if  you  took  over 
the  dispensing  duties  of  medical  practitioners  generally,  you 
would  be  tempted  even  more  than  you  now  are  to  engage  in 
treating  disease  both  on  your  own  premises  and  outside  them. 
For  my  part  I  entertain  no  such  apprehensions.  On  the 
contrary,  I  feel  every  confidence  that  your  temptations  in 
this  direction  would  be  diminished,  and  that  you  would 
abide  more  constantly  in  your  own  proper  sphere.  My  ex- 
perience cannot  be  singular  in  respect  of  finding  that  the 
higher  the  qualifications  and  attainments  of  pharmacists  the 
less  do  they  step  out  of  their  proper  line  of  duty.  To  put  it 
plainly,  the  better  the  pharmacist  the  less  counter-prescribing 
he  engages  in.  To  put  a  complete  stop  to  this  practice  I 
believe  to  be  impossible.  The  poor  and  humble  are  less  in 
fault  here  amongst  your  customers  than  the  wealthy  and  well- 
born, as  you  and  I  very  well  know.  However  amiss  may  still 
be  the  practical  workings  of  our  political  economy,  there  is 
assuredly  no  lack  of  dispensary  service  for  the  former,  and 
our  younger  physicians  are  not  wont  to  be  too  busy,  if  called 
upon,  to  minister  to  the  latter. 

You  ought,  as  I  am  sure  you  often  do,  and  wi1!  more  and 
more,  to  relegate  these  ignorant  and  miserly  applicants  re- 
spectively to  their  proper  channels  of  relief.  In  any  case  I 
feel  sure  you  want  none  of  these  people,  and  they  are  never 
.good  for  legitimate  business. 

You  have  my  sympathy  in  witnessing  the  degrading  and 
mischievous  system  of  cheap  dispensaries  which  is  spreading 
so  largely  in  all  directions,  a  system  altogether  unworthy  of 
my  profession,  and  fraught  with  little,  if  any,  benefit  to  the 
applicants.  The  only  lessons  for  us  to  be  learned  from  such 
improprieties  are  patience  and  increased  continuance  in  up- 
rightness and  high-mindedness.    Nil  fic%m  est  diutumum. 

Nomenclature. 

I  wish  to  allude  in  the  next  place  to  the  somewhat  frequent 
change  of  names  which  chemists  are  in  the  habit  of  making 
in  the  inorganic  materia  medica.  This  is  perplexing  and  cer- 
tainly of  no  practical  avail  to  the  medical  practitioner.  It  is 
interesting  now  to  read  what  was  written  just  fifty  years  ago 
■on  this  subject  by  the  late  Dr.  Graves,  of  Dublin,  one  of  the 
most  eminent  physicians  and  teachers  of  his  day  :  — 

"  Let  me  now  advert  to  a  serious  inconvenience  which  the 
chemists  have  imposed  upon  the  medical  world.  They  have, 
it  appears,  not  only  assumed  to  themselves  the  privilege  of 
naming  our  medicines,  but  also  changing  those  names  every 
five  or  six  years.  I  find  that  most  chemical  substances  have 
in  the  space  of  fifty  years  undergone  at  least  five  changes. 
Of  course,  as  the  march  of  chemistry  progresses  with  accele- 
rated speed,  we  may  give  our  nomenclators  credit  for  an  in- 
creased tendency  to  revolutionise  the  chemical  vocabulary, 
and  conclude  that  they  will  change  them  five  times  within 
the  next  fifty  years. 

"  In  1890,  how  will  a  man  be  able  to  recognise  a  substance 
whose  name  has  undergone  ten  mutations  ?  I  am  anxious  to 
dwell  on  this  defect  a?  being  pregnant  with  perplexity  and 
confusion.  It  would  almost  seem  as  if  some  enemy  to  our 
profession  had  invented  the  chemical  nomenclature  for  the 
purpose  of  retarding  the  advance  of  practical  medicine.  .  .  . 
We  should  come  forward  boldly  and  declare  that  we  will  not 
be  made  the  slaves  of  names.  ...  I  therefore  assert  boldly 
that  much  benefit  would  accrue  from  reverting  to  the  old 


system,  and  employing  names  which  have  no  direct  reference 
to  the  substances."  * 

In  the  foregoing  paragraphs  Dr.  Graves  made  no  allow- 
ance for  other  revolutions  which  work  side  by  side  with  those 
he  so  vigorously  declaimed  against.  The  wheel  of  fashion 
revolves  as  certainly  as  does  that  of  progress,  and  many  of  us 
have  lived  long  enough  to  see  that  things  once  discarded, 
names  amongst  them,  in  deference  to  supposed  scientific 
advance  and  requirement,  quietly  come  back  again  and  fall 
into  their  old  places.  We  daily  discover,  also,  that  our 
forefathers  were  not  all  unwise  men,  and  that  in  some  ways, 
with  all  our  boasted  advances,  we  are  really  smaller  men.  It 
is  at  all  events  the  case  that  in  our  recent  Pharmacopoeias 
the  synonyms  of  important  preparations  are  given.  This  is 
not  sufficiently  carried  out,  and  I  would  urge  that  the  alter- 
native synonyms  be  given  as  large  print  and  as  full  recogni- 
tion as  the  purely  chemical  names  which  are  so  apt  to  be 
changed  either  from  caprice  or  from  advance  of  knowledge. 

To  take  an  example :  calomel,  for  the  practical  physician, 
will  always  be  calomel,  whatever  the  chemists  may  call  it, 
and  the  physicians  of  2887  must  be  enabled  to  know  what 
agent  we  in  1887  made  use  of  under  the  name.  We  must 
always  have  regard  to  posterity,  and  we  too  much  forget  our 
duties  to  those  who  have  to  follow  us  in  the  various  callings 
of  life. 

Official  and  Non-official  Pharmacopoeias. 

I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  we  have  on  our  tables 
"extra"  and  unauthorised  pharmacopoeias. 

Such  volumes  might  well  be  issued,  authoritatively,  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Medical  Council  between  the  editions  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  I  am  not  alone  in  thinking  that 
our  Pharmacopoeia  should  contain  the  names  and  descriptions 
of  many  more  drugs  than  are  now  found  in  it,  together  with 
the  best  directions  for  their  several  pharmaceutic  prepara- 
tions. We  do  not  look  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  for  directions 
how  and  when  to  use  drugs,  but  we  do  require  authoritative 
and  skilled  pharmaceutic  indications  respecting  them. 
Hence  I  object  to  the  periodical  omissions  of  drugs  which 
are  made  in  succeeding  editioas.  I  thus  lose  a  measure  of 
authority  for  the  employment  of  remedies  I  have  learned  to 
set  store  by  and  depend  on.  No  one  may  tell  me  I  am  no 
longer  to  use  a  certain  drug  because  it  is  expunged  from  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  but  if  it  be  so  expunged  many  pharmacists 
will  consider  themselves  excused  from  retaining  it  on  their 
shelves,  and  I  risk  the  imperfect  dispensing  of  a  prescription. 
Happily,  the  list  of  omissions  in  the  last  Pharmacopoeia  was 
not  a  long  one. 

In  thus  expressing  my  opinion,  I  am  not  unmindful  that  I 
am  at  variance  with  that  which  was  so  ably  laid  before  you 
in  this  place  by  my  distinguished  predecessor  last  year.  He 
was  especially  apprehensive  as  to  the  overloading  of  our 
armoury  with  new  and  untried  weapons,  and  so  far  I  am  fully 
in  accord  with  him.  Bat  I  have  my  doubts  as  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  old  and  long-tried  remedies,  some  of  which  have 
possibly  not  had  fair  trial  by  modern  practitioners,  and  have 
been  crowded  out  in  the  race  after  new  things  f 

Compound  Medicines. 

There  is  a  great  tendency  now  to  employ  concentrated 
preparations,  and  to  use  drugs  singly.  This  results  from 
laboratory  rather  than  from  bedside  research.  There  is  less 
polypharmacy  now  then  formerly,  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
ibere  is  also  less  good  prescribing  than  in  my  student  days. 
The  art  of  combining  drugs  has  been  much  lost,  and  I  think 
the  practice  of  physic  is  by  so  much  the  poorer. 

I  have  do  doubt  that  these  opinions  will  prove  shocking  in 
some  quarters,  but  I  am  here  simply  to  state  what  I  believe 
to  be  true.  It  is,  I  think,  certain  that  some  drugs  are  more 
effectual  in  combination  with  others  than  when  given  by 
themselves.  This  is,  however,  a  matter  for  the  medical 
practitioner  rather  than  for  the  pharmacist,  albeit  the  latter 
must  acquire  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  compatibilities  of 


*  Introductory  lecture,  session  1837.  "A  System  o£  Clinical  Medicine," 
p.  31.   Dublin  :  1843. 

f  Sir  Henry  Acland  made  particular  reference  to  the  retention  of  musk. 
I  should  have  much  regretted  the  omission  of  that  drug.  I  use  it  largely, 
and  have  a  high  opinion  of  its  value  in  certain  conditions.  I  wish  to  have 
a  strong  tincture  of  it  made  officinal,  containing  about  5  grains  in  each 
drachm. 
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drugs,  and,  for  this  purpose,  not  only  must  he  study  the 
materia  medica  proper,  but  also  so  much  of  the  subject  of 
therapeutics  as  can  be  conveyed  in  systematic  teaching  here. 

Why  should  not  Pharmacists  study  Therapeutics  i 

Objection  has  been  taken  very  recently,  in  a  quarter 
whence  better  things  might  have  been  expected,  to  the  study 
of  materia  medica  and  theoretical  therapeutics  at  the  hands 
oE  pharmacists.  To  implant  such  knowledge  as  this,  it  was 
affirmed,  would  be  to  equip  pharmacists  to  treat  disease,  and 
grave  apprehensions  were  accordingly  raised.  The  best  reply 
to  such  objections  as  these  is  to  be  found  in  the  simple 
history  of  this  Society.  I  suppose  there  has  never  been  a 
time  since  its  foundation,  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  when 
the  subjects  alluded  to  have  not  been  carefully  taught  here. 
I  cannot  suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  late  Dr.  Pereira 
taught  materia  medica  here  without  also  teaching  to  his 
classes  such  therapeutic  knowledge  as  he  deemed  essential, 
and  I  will  leave  it  to  Mr.  Bentley  to  say  what  was  his  practice 
in  this  respect. 

The  medical  profession  should  have  no  fears  or  apprehen- 
sions respecting  the  learning  and  attainments  of  pharmacists, 
and  if  such  there  be  in  any  quarter,  so  much  the  worse  for 
that  profession. 

German  Competition. 

I  believe  that  the  position  of  pharmacists  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe  is  a  somewhat  higher  one  than  in  this  country.  It 
is  recognised  more  distinctly  by  the  Governments.  The 
education  demanded  is  very  thorough,  and  many  of  the  phar- 
macists are  accomplished  scientific  chemists.*  On  the 
Continent,  professional  positions,  generally,  count  for  more 
than  with  us.  If  your  status  to-day  is  not  all  that  it  ought 
to  be  in  this  country,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  where  the 
failure  lies.  Good  scientific  work  generally  asserts  itself, 
and  comes  to  the  front.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  our 
younger  pharmacists  pursue  their  science  with  the  energy 
and  thoroughness  of  their  French  and  German  cmtfihres. 
There  are  certainly  wanting  opportunities,  sufficiently  lucra- 
tive in  an  expensive  country  like  this,  for  young  men,  duly 
qualified,  to  pursue  chemical  and  pharmacological  researches 
for  their  own  sake  in  a  scientific  spirit.  Such  opportunities 
are  afforded  on  the  Continent,  and  are  largely  availed  of. 
We  find  the  fruits  of  these  in  the  numerous  synthetical  pro- 
ducts which  crop  up  daily,  more  especially  in  Germany. 

The  direct  consequences  are  more  fruitful  still  to  that 
country,  and  as  depletory  to  our  own.  Such  facts  are  plainly 
discreditable  to  us,  and  we  sit  still  and  accept  them  as  if  all 
was .  inevitable.  I  would  ask,  Can  our  wealthy  chemical 
manufacturers  do  nothing  to  wipe  out  this  reproach  1  Are 
we  calmly  to  continue  to  look  to  Germany  as  the  chief  source 
of  some  of  our  most  largely  used  productions  1  I  say  no.  I 
refuse  to  believe  that  we  cannot  supply  our  own  demands  for 
such  drugs  as  chloral  hydrate  and  salicylate  of  sodium. 

It  is  a  libel  on  our  manufacturing  capacity  and  an  in- 
justice to  large  classes  of  our  operatives  to  affirm  such 
an  inability.  I  am  told  that  we  are  handicapped  in  various 
ways,  as  by  the  expense  of  labour  here,  and  by  a  practically 
prohibitive  duty  on  alcohol  for  manufacturing  purposes.  I 
think  a  fair  representation  of  the  case  in  a  proper  quarter 
would  soon  lead  to  a  remission  of  such  prohibitive  duty,  and 
the  question  of  labour  would  not  long  press.  The  prevalence 
of  severe  competition  in  the  drug  trade  has  no  doubt  much 
to  answer  for  in  many  ways.  The  trade  has  now  assumed 
enormous  proportions.  It  is  ever  a  mystery  to  me  how  the 
population  of  the  globe,  vast  as  it  is,  manages  to  consume 
the  physic  which  is  hourly  being  prepared  for  it.  One  may 
charitably  hope  that  the  waste  is  greater  than  is  apparent, 
yet  the  actual  consumption  is  enormous,  both  of  legitimate 
and  of  illegitimate  physic.  I  apprehend  that  competition 
is  a  good  deal  to  blame  for  the  importation  of  low-priced 
foreign  drugs. 

No  Cheap  Drugs. 

For  cheap  drugs,  as  for  all  cheap  things,  I  have  small 
regard.    It  has  always  appeared  to  me  a  solemn  farce  to 

*  They  are  not,  however,  permitted  to  prescribe  for  the  sick.  I  was  on 
one  occasion  led  to  imagine  they  did.  On  looking  into  a  very  beautifully- 
designed  and  decorated  Apolheke  in  the  mediaeval  city  of  Nuremberg,  I 
saw  painted  over  an  inner  door  the  following  ambiguous  inscription  : — 
"  Pux  intrantibus,Salns  exeuntibus." 


employ  any  remedy  of  inferior  quality.  There  should  be  no 
two  qualities  of  important  and  powerful  drugs.  If  these  are 
to  be  of  avail,  none  but  the  best  should  be  employed.  I  feel 
sure  that  much  skill  and  time  are  lost  owing  to  bad  drugs, 
and  the  consequences  may  sometimes  be  serious.  So  far  I 
have  only  spoken  of  drugs  of  inferior  quality.  I  shall  say 
little  respecting  adulteration.  We  have  now  an  Act  in  force 
which  doubtless  works  well,  but  it  is  probable  that  it  should 
be  more  searching  in  order  to  abolish  this  criminal  practice. 
The  labour  of  detection  is  so  great,  and  the  penalty  on  dis- 
covery so  lenient,  that  the  only  practical  protection  to  the 
consumer  is  regard  to  the  honour  and  standing  of  the  pro- 
ducer. Drug  business  is  one  of  confidence,  and  woe  to  him 
who  degrades  himself  to  forfeit  his  integrity  and  honour. 

Neither  Food  nor  Physic. 

I  must  ask  your  pardon  if  I  refer,  lastly,  to  a  great  modern 
influx  of  preparations  which  are  hardly  to  be  called  drugs, 
and  must  assuredly  not  be  called  foods. 

I  do  not  know  what  term  to  apply  to  the  strange  combina- 
tions I  allude  to.  I  take  up  any  medical  journal,  and  find 
about  one  half  of  its  pages  filled  with  advertisements  of  the 
messes  I  am  referring  to.  I  shall  not  enumerate  any  of 
these.  I  know,  and  intend  to  know,  nothing  about  ninety- 
nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  them.  I  read  of  subtle  com- 
binations of  physic  and  food,  of  the  most  ingeniously  devised 
arrangements  of  almost  every  element  that  can  be  found  in 
the  human  body.  I  read,  too,  that  these  preparations  are 
designed  to  meet  certain  demands,  and  further,  I  find  testi- 
mony from  members  of  my  own  profession  to  the  effect  that 
they  are  likely  to  fulfil  these  demands,  or  have  actually  ful- 
filled them.  With  respect  to  these  very  numerous  wares,  I 
have  to  say  that  I  recognise  no  place  for  most  of  them,  and 
that  I  think  they  are  harmful  in  various  ways,  not  least  in 
preventing  patients  who  get  them  from  securing  a  proper 
dietary  and  proper  medication. 

Food  is  one  thing,  and  physic  is  another.  The  one  should 
come  fresh  and  redolent  from  our  mother  earth  to  be  incor- 
porated into  our  material  frames  the  other,  when  it  is  required 
at  all,  should  fulfil  whatever  purpose  may  be  in  view.  I  am 
sorry  for  any  patient  who  cannot  take  fresh,  or  freshly  pre- 
pared, aliment,  and  I  seldom  see  any  whose  requirements 
cannot  be  met  in  this  fashion.  I  do  not  say  that  food  and 
medicine  may  never  be  given  together,  but  I  do  affirm  that 
if  this  must  be  the  mediciDal  agent  should  be  freshly  added 
as  required.  I,  therefore,  regard  most  of  the  preparations  I 
alluded  to  as  unnecessary,  unwholesome,  and  as  constituting 
a  retrograde  step  in  the  art  of  the  pharmacist,  and  I  regret  to 
find  even  the  measure  of  approval  they  so  often  obtain  from 
my  profession. 

American  Preparations. 

Not  only  are  the  pages  of  medical  journals  crowded  with 
these  advertisements,  but  they  teem  also  with  recommenda- 
tions of  numerous  remedies  which  are  foisted  on  us  from 
America.  Your  art  has  reached  a  high  state  of  excellence  in 
that  great  country,  and  solid  contributions  have  come  from 
the  labours  and  ingenuity  of  American  pharmacists.  I  fail, 
however,  to  see  why  their  preparations  of  our  commonest 
drugs  should  overflow  from  their  vast  continent  into  our 
little  island,  and  commend  themselves  to  the  public  as  against 
our  own  productions. 

While  speaking  of  American  pharmacy,  I  will  add  that  I 
think  it  little  less  than  an  indelicacy  and  an  impropriety, 
that  in  a  public  place,  in  London,  which  I  will  not  mention, 
it  should  be  possible  for  a  child,  or  for  anybody,  to  possess 
himself  in  exchange  for  a  humble  coin,  if  dropped  into  a 
piece  of  mechanism,  of  potent,  and  possibly  mischievous, 
medicine.  Degradation  of  pharmaceutic  business  can  hardly 
step  lower  than  this.  Let  us  hope  to  see  no  extension  at  the 
hands  of  Englishmen  of  such  catchpenny  vulgarity. 

Vaunted  Nostrums. 

I  thiDk  there  is  a  too  prevalent  sale  of  proprietary  medi- 
cines, and  I  should  like  to  find  this  practice  steadily  growing 
less.  I  think  no  educated  chemist  should  be  the  medium  for 
distributing  the  vaunted  nostrums  produced  by  designing 
speculators,  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  money  from  cre- 
dulous and  ignorant  persons,  and  I  do  not  regard  this  as 
legitimate  business  for  men  who  se6k  a  high  place  in  the 
confidence  of  the  public. 
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Those  Homoeopaths  ! 

In  respect  of  some  of  the  business  practices  which  I  notice 
are  carried  on  by  pharmacists,  especially  in  suburbs  and 
country  towns,  I  may  refer  to  the  sale  of  homoeopathic 
remedies.  I  consider  this  very  improper,  and  misleading  to 
the  public,  and  I  always  regard  it  as  no  better  than  the  dis- 
play of  a  flag  of  distress  on  the  part  of  those  who  vend  such 
rubbish.  No  educated  pharmacist  can  lend  himself  to  the 
propagation  of  error  and  retain  his  self-respect. 

I  am  quite  unaware  that  any  solid  contributions  to  the  art 
of  pharmacy  have  ever  been  made  by  homoeopathic  druggists, 
and  I  cannot  believe  that  this  Society  approves  of  its  mem- 
bers or  associates  vending  their  wares.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  such  business  is  virtually  carried  on  under  the  ;cgis  of 
this  Society.  For  my  own  part,  I  should  carefully  avoid  any 
pharmacist  who  conducted  it. 

Never  Advertise  ! 

Surely  the  art  of  advertising  has  now  reached  its  climax. 
Let  me  counsel  you  to  have  as  little  to  do  with  it  as  possible. 
It  must  be  that  you  become  business  men  as  well  as  profes- 
sional men.  The  high  ideal  taught  you  in  the  latter  and 
higher  capacity  here  must  ever  hold  in  check  and  temper 
your  conduct  as  men  of  business.  There  is  no  incompatibility 
between  these  two  relations.  You  have  excellent  examples 
set  you  here  in  London  and  in  every  large  town.  Aim  high, 
and  carry  your  aspirations  high,  and  you  will  not  fail  to  reach 
exalted  places. 

Begin  as  you  mean  to  end,  and  pursue  no  line  of  practice 
that  you  may  afterwards  be  ashamed  of  and  seek  to  drop. 
Industry,  patience,  rectitude,  these  three  qualities  will  carry 
the  youngest  of  my  hearers  to  a  good  and  honourable  place 
in  due  time. 

.  In  bringing  these  observations  to  a  close  I  must  again  ask 
your  pardon  for  any  plainness  of  speech  I  may  have  used.  I 
have  not  come  here  merely  to  say  things  that  I  thought 
would  please  you,  but  I  confess  that  I  have  availed  myself  of 
the  privilege  of  addressing  you  to-night  to  state  what  I 
believe  to  be  true,  and  to  require  stating,  and  I  therefore 
venture  to  commend  to  your  best  attention  the  remarks  or 
suggestions  I  have  made. 

I  do  not  believe  that  you  will  regard  me  as  inimical  because 
I  tell  you  the  truth,  but  I  will  very  gladly  hear  any  solid  ob- 
jections which  may  be  made  to  my  assertions  and  sugges- 
tions ;  and  in  any  case  I  will  say,  lastly,  that  this  Society, 
its  officers,  its  members,  its  associates,  and  its  pupils  have  my 
best  wishes  for  their  long-continued  prosperity  and  national 
usefulness. 


Dr.  Greenhow,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  Dyce 
Duckworth  for  his  address,  said  he  did  not  know  whether  it 
was  not  almost  out  of  place  that  he,  as  a  medical  man,  should 
express  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  one  in  the  same  pro- 
fession as  himself.  But  if  he  was  not  technically  one  of  the 
pharmaceutical  body,  he  could  claim  to  be  heart  and  soul  with 
them  in  all  their  work.  Certainly  he  moved  the  vote  of 
thanks  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  for  he  had  never  before 
heard  an  address  which  went  so  thoroughly  to  the  root  of  the 
matter,  and  was  so  admirable  in  all  respects.  He  could  wish 
to  see  it  printed  in  letters  of  gold  for  the  examination  room 
of  the  Society,  and  would  also  like  to  see  it  published  in  the 
medical  journals.  He  entirely  agreed  with  every  word  Sir 
Dyce  Duckworth  had  said.  Not  only  did  he  endorse  his 
hope  that  the  dispensing  of  medicines  would  one  day  be  ex- 
clusively in  the  hands  of  pharmacists,  but  he  went  farther. 
He  considered  that  men  who  gained  the  certificate  of  com- 
petence of  that  institution  ought  to  be  the  only  persons  to 
deal  in  pharmaceutical  preparations.  He  did  not  allude  to 
common  drugs,  such  as  salts  or  senna  or  castor  oil,  but  he 
referred  to  the  preparations  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  And  he 
would  make  an  exception  in  the  case  of  medical  men  who 
were  obliged  to  dispense  their  own  medicines.  He  con- 
sidered that  Society  had  not  attained  the  position  which  was 
its  due.  He  would  like  to  see  its  members  have  the  conduct 
of  public  analyses.  The  speaker  went  on  to  express  his  con- 
currence with  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth's  condemnation  of  adver- 
tised preparations,  and  declared  his  faith,  founded  on  an 
experience  of  fifty  years,  in  compound  medicines.  He  con- 
cluded by  repeating  his  opinion  that  the  address  was  a  most 
excellent  one,  full  of  deep  thought  and  good  advice. 


The  President  very  briefly  seconded  the  vote,  and  put  it 
to  the  meeting.    It  was  carried  with  loud  applause,  and 

Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  in  returning  thanks,  said  he  had 
thought  a  good  deal  on  these  subjects  for  many  years,  and 
was  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  firing  off  his  views.  He 
would  be  very  glad  if  anything  he  had  said  should  have  the 
effect  of  conducing  to  the  honour  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  or  of  pharmacy  or  to  the  purification  of  his  own 
profession. 


Presentation  of  the  Hanbury  Medal. 

The  President  next  intimated  that  the  last  portion  of 
the  business  was  the  presentation  oC  the  Hanbury  medal, 
lie  had  been  in  harness  so  long  that  he  feared  he  could  say 
nothing  new  in  presenting  this  medal  for  the  third  time. 
They  were  aware  that  the  selection  of  this  award  was  the 
result  of  a  conference  of  five  judges — the  Presidents  of  the 
Chemical,  Linnean,  and  Pharmaceutical  Societies,  and  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and  one  pharmaceutical  chemist 
— on  this  occasion  Dr.  Inglis  Clark — chosen  by  the  two  last- 
named  presidents.  They  were  unanimous  in  selecting 
Brigade- Surgeon  Dymock  for  the  honour.  (Applause.)  He 
would  remind  them  that  their  late  friend — Daniel  Hanbury — 
was  a  man  who  devoted  his  life  to  the  elucidation  of  the 
natural  history  and  chemistry  of  drugs.  He  had  sacrificed 
all  the  pleasures  of  life  for  the  furtherance  of  this  object,  and 
he  might  say  to  his  young  friends  that  it  was  remarkable 
that  a  man  who  had  received  the  education  of  a  gentleman, 
who  had  large  means  at  his  disposal,  and  much  else  to  occupy 
his  attention,  should  have  given  up  his  life  and  much  of  the 
time  required  for  an  historic  city  business,  to  the  pursuit  of 
the  science  to  which  he  was  devoted.  It  was  a  mystery  how 
he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  so  much,  for  he  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  Daniel  Hanbury  was 
the  greatest  authority  on  drugs  in  the  world.  When  he  was 
taken  away  from  them  some  of  his  old  associates  wished  to 
perpetuate  his  memory,  and  it  was  decided  to  award  every 
two  years  a  gold  medal  to  a  person  belonging  to  any  country, 
and  to  any  profession,  who  had  done  the  most,  or  rather  the 
best,  work  in  the  natural  history  of  drugs.  On  this  occasion 
the  award  was  made  to  Brigade- Surgeon  Dymock,  who  had 
done  just  the  sort  of  work  that  Hanbury  would  have  been 
delighted  with.  Mr.  Dymock,  situated  in  India,  had  worked 
at  the  drugs  of  that  country  in  a  most  painstaking  way,  and 
the  results  of  his  work  were  known  to  them  all — in  fact,  he 
had  done  for  the  Indian  what  Daniel  Hanbury  had  done  for 
Chinese  materia  medica.  In  Mr.  Dymock's  absence  the 
Government  of  India  had  asked  Brigade-Surgeon  Hooper  to 
receive  the  medal,  and  in  giving  it  into  his  custody  he  asked 
him  to  convey  his  congratulations  to  Mr.  Dymock  and  the 
Indian  medical  service.  At  the  same  time  he  begged  to  hand 
over  two  copies  of  Daniel  Hanbury 's  works,  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Hanbury.    (Great  applause.) 

Brigade  -  Surgeon  Hooper  said  that  he  was  extremely 
gratified  to  receive  the  medal  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Dymock,  who 
had  done  honour  not  only  to  himself  but  also  to  the  whole 
service  by  the  work  which  entitled  him  to  this  recognition. 
The  honour  was  an  encouragement  to  all  in  the  service  to 
make  the  most  of  their  opportunities  in  the  extensive  fields 
of  research  which  were  open  to  them  in  India. 


WINTER  REQUISITES. 
Mr.  Arthur  W.  Shirley,  of  30  Paternoster  Square,  who 
has  made  a  reputation  by  his  Al  Menthol,  brings  forward 
several  attractive  novelties  for  chemists'  winter  sale.  One  is 
a  neat  glass  tube,  containing  rose  lip-salve,  made  to  push  up 
from  the  bottom,  a  decided  improvement  on  the  cardboard 
box  style.  There  is  also  a  smelling-bottle  containing  "anti- 
catarrh  smelling-salts,"  to  sell  at  6d.,  and  a  chilblain  pencil. 
These  are  all  produced  at  a  very  low  price,  and  seem  to  be 
thoroughly  good  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  intended 
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|)barmaccufual  Soricfij  of  ftelatrtr. 


THE  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at 
the  Society's  Kooms,  11  Harcourt  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Monday,  October  3,  at  4  P.M.  The  President  (Mr.  W.  N. 
Allen)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  between  twenty  and 
thirty  members  present. 

The  Eegistrar  having  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual 
meeting,  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  E.  M.  Hodgson)  submitted  his 
annual  repoit,  and,  after  going  into  some  minor  matters  of 
expenditure,  stated  that  the  Society  had  now  in  the  bank 
126Z.  17s.  1CW.,  and  invested  in  Three  per  Cents  the  sum  of 
248/.  3s.  Id.,  showing  the  amount  of  375Z.  0s.  lid.  to  the 
credit  of  the  Society.  The  Treasurer  said  that  he  was 
anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  the  Society 
•would  be  able,  like  other  licensing  bodies,  to  have  premises 
of  their  owe 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Holmes,  seconded  by  Mr. 
G.  H.  Grindley,  the  treasurer's  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Gkixdley  proposed  that  Mr.  J.  E.  Brunker  be  elected 
President  for  the  coming  year.  He  said  that  it  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  enlarge  on  the  fitness  of  Mr.  Brunker 
for  the  position,  as  that  was  well  known  to  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Draper,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  though  he  did 
so  with  all  his  heart  the  pleasure  was  not  unalloyed,  as  he 
regretted  that  Mr.  Allen  did  not  seek  re-election  ;  yet  he  was 
sure  that  no  one  could  fill  the  position  with  more  satisfaction 
than  Mr.  Biunker. 

Mr.  Brunker  was  unanimously  elected. 

Mr.  Hodgson  proposed  Mr.  H.  N.  Draper  as  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Allen,  in  seconding  the  motion,  spoke  highly  of  the 
assistance  rendered  to  him  during  his  term  of  presidency. 

Mr.  Draper  was  unanimously  elected. 

Mr.  Draper,  in  thanking  the  meeting  for  the  honour,  said 
he  did  not  expect  nor  desire  the  position.  It  was  a  sinecure, 
and  he  was  sorry  someone  else  did  not  take  it. 

Mr.  Hayes  proposed  that  Mr.  Hodgson  be  re-elected  trea- 
surer, and  said  that  Mr.  Hodgson  kept  the  accounts  admir- 
ably, and  that  the  balance-sheet  was  satisfactory,  and  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  was  due  to  the  treasurer. 

Mr.  Simpson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dowes  said  that  according  to  the  Act  of  Parliament 
the  treasurer  should  be  appointed  by  the  Council,  at  a  mt  et- 
ing  of  Council,  and  not  by  the  members  at  a  general  meeting. 

Mr.  Hodgson  said  that  only  applied  to  paid  officers. 

Mr.  Dowes  said  he  was  aware  that  this  was  according  to 
the  by-laws,  but  by-laws  could  not  be  in  opposition  to  the 
Act. 

Mr.  Hodgson  was  unanimously  re-elected. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Beggs  the  Law  Committee  was  re- 
elected, Mr.  Allen's  name  beiDg  substituted  for  that  of  the 
President. 

After  some  conversation  relative  to  the  failure  of  the 
prosecutions  and  the  appointment  of  a  solicitor,  the  pro- 
ceedings terminated. 


Polish  for  Plate. — A  very  popular  preparation  may  be 
imitated  by  mixing  1  drachm  of  finest  rouge  with  2  oz.  of 
olive  oil  and  2  oz.  of  heavy  petroleum  oil.  This  produces  the 
perfection  of  polish. — Beder. 

Carbolic  Acid  a  Poison.— Referring  to  a  remark  which 
we  recently  made,  viz  ,  "  Carbolic  acid,  which,  as  we  know 
on  the  highest  authority,  is  not  a  poison,  has  a  fair  record 
this  week  for  so  harmless  a  substance,"  the  Western 
Drvgr/i  t  says:  "The  prevalent  American  opinion  is  that 
carbolic  acid  is  a  very  dangerous  poison.  English  toxi- 
cologies like  Tidy  report  at  least  five  suicides  annually 
directly  due  to  carbolic  acid.  It  may  be  '  English,  you 
know,'  to  believe  that  such  a  number  of  suicides  with  car- 
bolic acid  is  evidence  of  its  harmless  character,  but  un- 
sophisticated Americans,  untrained  by  Dogberry-like  autho- 
rities, are  very  apt  to  believe  the  contrary.''  Our  worthy 
contemporary  forgets  that  on  February  19  we  reported 
seventy-seven  deaths  (including  forty-eight  suicides)  in  1885 
from  carbolic  acid ;  yet  it  is  not  a  '  legal  poison,"  and 
attempts  which  have  been  made  to  get  it  on  the  poisons 
schedule  have  failed. 


SIR  DYCE  DUCKWORTH,  M.D. 


In  his  address,  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth  gave  some  particulars- 
of  his  early  career,  and  to  these  we  may  add  that  he 
studied  medicine  at  the  Edinburgh  University,  where  he 
graduated  as  M.B.  and  CM.  In  1863  he  proceeded  to  the 
doctorate  stage,  his  thesis  on  "  Observations  on  the  Anatomy 
of  Supra-renal  Capsules "  entitling  him  to  honours  and  a 
gold  medal.  Prom  Edinburgh  Mr.  Duckworth  proceeded  to 
London,  and  as  an  attache  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital- 
took  the  licence  and  fellowship  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  of  which  he  is  now  treasurer.  Sir  Dyce  Duck- 
worth is  lecturer  on  clinical  medicine  at  St.  Bartholomew's, 
and  has  published  various  papers  in  the  reports  of  the  hos- 


sm  dyce  dcckworth,  m.d.    (.From  a  photograph  by  Barraud.) 


pital.  He  also  edited  the  works  of  Dr.  Warburton  Begbie, 
as  pub'i'bed  by  the  Sydenham  Society.  For  some  years  he 
was  an  Examiner  in  the  Practice  of  Physic  to  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  and  he  still  keeps  up  his  connection  with  the 
city  as  an  Honorary  President  of  the  Rojal  Medical  Society, 
an  association  of  medical  students  which  has  had  immense 
influfnce  in  stimulating  its  members  to  original  work  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
laying  of  the  foundation-stone  of  the  new  examination-hall 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  by  the 
Queen  in  April  of  last  year,  Dr  Djce  Duckworth  was  knighted- 
He  is  a  successful  West-end  practitioner. 


Waterproof  Fabrics  may  be  made,  according  to  Mr. 
Cbevallof,  by  first  dipping  the  material  in  a  bath  composed 
of  4  kilos,  of  casein  mixed  with  20  litres  of  water,  to  which 
100  grammes  of  powdered  chalk  and  2  kilos,  of  a  neutral  soap 
dissolved  in  24  litres  of  water  are  added.  The  material  will 
take  up  its  own  weight  in  this  bath.  It  is  then  treated  in  a 
bath  of  aluminium  acttate  at  50°  to  60°  C  ,  and  finally  washed 
in  boiling  water.  The  solution  of  the  aluminium  salt  renders 
the  casein  insoluble,  and  insoluble  aluminium  salts  of  the 
fatty  acids  are  formed,  which  are  attached  by  the  boiling  in 
water  to  the  surface  of  the  fibre  under  treatment. 
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KOCKE,  TOMPSITT  &  CO.  V.  THE  "  MELBOURNE  ARGUS.*' 

We  briefly  mentioned  the  result  of  this  trial  last  week. 
The  following  is  a  fuller  account.  It  was  a  new  trial  heard 
in  the  Supreme  Court  at  Melbourne  on  August  18  and  19 
before  Mr.  Justice  A'Beckett  and  a  special  jury  of  twelve. 
The  damages  were  laid  at  2,0002.  The  action  was  originally 
heard  before  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  and  a  special  jury  on 
March  28,  29,  and  30  last,  and  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants.  The  plaintiffs  appealed  to  the  full  Court,  and 
a  new  trial  was  granted,  on  the  ground  that  the  verdict  was 
against  the  weight  of  evidence. 

Mr.  Hood  and  Mr.  Hodges  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs  ;  and 
Mr.  Purves,  Q.C.,  and  Dr.  Madden  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Purves  first  of  all  took  an  objection  to  the  trial  pro- 
ceeding, as  he  said  an  appeal  against  the  order  for  a  new  trial 
was  now  pending  before  the  Privy  Council.  The  judge  took 
note  of  the  objection,  but  refused  to  postpone  the  trial. 

Mr.  Hood  then  stated  the  case  for  the  plaintiffs.  The 
alleged  libel  was  comprised  in  the  following  paragraph  which 
was  published  in  the  Argus  :  — 

"  The  attention  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  and  Under- 
writers' Association,  Melbourne,  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  s.s.  Port  Victor,  which  arrived  here  on  December  7, 
brought  a  consignment,  115  cases,  in  all  about  13  tons,  of 
bisulphide  of  carbon,  a  chemical  of  a  most  volatile  and  com- 
bustible nature.  It  was  shipped  in  London  as  sheepwash, 
and  this  discrepancy  between  the  fictitious  name  and  the 
real  character  of  the  article  has  been  pointed  out  in  a  com- 
munication to  the  manager  of  the  Australian  and  New 
Zealand  Underwriters'  Association  in  London,  with  a  request 
that  he  will  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  with  a  view  to  greater  vigilance  being  exercised  as 
to  the  nature  of  consignments,  so  as  to  prevent  the  shipping 
of  dangerous  articles  under  names  usually  given  to  goods  of 
a  harmless  character." 

It  was  contended  that  this  implied  that  the  plaintiffs  had 
shipped  the  article  under  a  false  and  fictitious  title  in  order 
to  save  insurance  and  freight.  The  plaintiffs  proved  that 
express  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Anglo- Australian 
Steam  Navigation  Company  (Limited)  to  ship  the  article  in 
limited  quantities,  on  deck,  at  owners'  risk,  and  at  about 
double  freight,  and  that  though  the  article  was  described  as 
merchandise  on  the  bill  of  lading  it  was  fully  described  ia 
the  shipping  note.  Plaintiffs  had  asked  defendants  for  the 
name  of  their  informant,  which  was  refused,  and  it  appeared 
that  they  (plaintiffs)  suspected  that  the  paragraph  had  been 
inspired  by  their  trade  rivals,  Messrs.  Felton,  Grimwade  & 
Co.  From  the  evidence  produced  by  the  defendants  it 
appeared  that  a  copy  of  the  Australasian  S7iij>j}iug  News 
containing  a  paragraph  referring  to  the  arrival  of  the  par- 
ticular shipment  of  bisulphide  of  carbon  in  question,  and 
commenting  on  its  dangers,  had  been  brought  to  the  Argus 
office  by  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Felton,  Grimwade  &  Co. ; 
that  the  editor,  in  view  of  the  public  interest  involved,  had 
instructed  a  reporter  to  get  fuller  particulars  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  and  Underwriters'  Asso- 
ciation, and  from  the  Customs  department ;  that  a  competent 
and  trustworthy  reporter  had  obtained  these  particulars,  and 
had  thereafter  written  the  paragraph  complained  of.  The 
editor  said  he  believed  he  did  not  know  to  whom  the  para- 
graph referred  when  he  inserted  it,  but  that  on  hearing  from 
Messrs.  Eocke,  Tompsitt  &  Co.'s  solicitors  he  sent  the  same 
reporter,  at  their  request,  to  their  solicitors'  office  to  examine 
documents  and  obtain  fuller  information.  In  a  subsequent 
issue  of  the  Argus  an  explanatory  paragraph  was  inserted, 
in  which  the  statements  of  the  cor  signees  (Rocke,  Tompsitt 
&  Co.)  in  regard  to  this  shipment  were  given,  but  this  did  not 
satisfy  the  plaintiffs. 

A  good  deal  of  evidence  which  had  been  taken  in  London 
on  commission,  as  well  as  that  of  Melbourne  witnesses,  was 
laid  before  the  jury,  and  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  claimed 
that  substantial  injury  had  been  done  to  the  character  of  the 
firm,  though  it  might  be  impossible  to  point  to  any  definite 
damage.  Counsel  for  the  defence  argued  that  ike  Argus  had 
made  careful  inquiries,  and  had  simply  done  their  duty  in 
directing  public  attention  to  the  danger  which  the  shipment 
of  such  goods  occasioned  to  passengers  and  crew.  The 


judge,  in  summing  up,  said  the  jury  had  only  to  determine 
in  regard  to  the  libel  whether  the  paragraph  complained 
of  did  imply  that  Rocke,  Tompsitt  &  Co.  had  shipped  bisul- 
phide of  carbon  under  a  false  name.  If  the  paragraph  did 
convey  that  meaning  to  their  minds  he  directed  them  to  find 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs.  If  they  found  for  the  plaintiffs, 
they  were  to  assess  the  damage?,  taking  into  consideration  the 
subsequent  paragraph  which  the  Argus  had  published.  The 
learned  judge  said  there  was  no  justification  whatever  for 
the  suggestion  of  private  malice,  either  on  the  part  of  the 
defendants  or  on  that  of  Mr.  Grimwade,  and  the  jury  might 
consider  that  the  statement  had  been  published  in  discharge 
of  a  duty  to  the  public  in  calling  attention  to  what  would 
have  been,  if  true,  a  danger  of  the  most  terrible  description. 
But  they  must  also  remember  that  the  person  affected  by  such 
a  statement  suffers  most  grievously  if  it  be  wrongly  made. 

The  jury,  after  consulting  together  for  an  hour,  were  unable 
to  agree,  and  asked  if  a  verdict  of  three-fourths  would  be 
accepted.  His  Honour  said  he  could  only  receive  such  a 
verdict  after  the  jury  had  been  out  for  three  hours,  unless  by 
consent.  After  some  further  explanations,  the  jury  again 
went  out,  and  remained  out  for  the  rest  of  the  three  hours, 
when  the  verdict  of  three-fourths  was  taken  for  the  plaintiffs, 
with  damages  2502. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORT. 


MARCUS  Leon,  Grosvenor  Road  and  Claverton  Street, 
Pimlico,  Chemical  Manufacturer. 

On  Tuesday  this  debtor  applied  to  Mr.  Registrar  Giffard  to 
pass  his  public  examination  upon  accounts  showing  liabilities 
1,8812.  17s.  6(2.,  and  assets  512.  10s.  <\cl.  The  debtor  appears 
to  have  commenced  business  in  November,  1886,  with  bor- 
rowed moneys,  and  attributes  his  failure  to  his  expenses 
having  exceeded  his  profits.  In  1873,  while  under  the  name 
of  Max  Benjamin  Schumann,  he  failed  with  liabilites  46,1932. 
and  assets  25,2522.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Aldridge  (Official  Soli- 
citor), the  debtor  said  that  he  borrowed  the  money  to  com- 
mence his  business  frcm  his  wife,  who  obtained  it  from  the 
Scottish  Insurance  Company  for  surrender  of  policy.  He 
bad  been  engaged  in  shipping  business  from  Germany,  but 
there  were  now  no  debts  due  in  respect  of  the  business.  In 
1871  he  was  trading  under  the  style  of  Max  Benjamin 
Schumann,  and  he  changed  his  name  in  1886.  He  obtained 
his  discharge  under  his  former  failure.  He  had  given  up  all 
his  property  under  these  proceedings.  He  was  not  aware  of 
any  debts  which  had  been  contracted  since  May.  At  his  first 
meeting  of  creditors  he  made  an  offer  of  2.s.  6(2.  in  the  pound. 
In  the  absence  of  opposers,  the  examination  was  ordered  to 
be  concluded. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Metcalf,  Chad-wick  &  Co.,  Clayton,  near  Manchester,  tar 
distillers  and  chemical  manufacturers. 

Robinson,  T.,  &  Sons,  Clayton,  near  Manchester,  manufac- 
turing chemists.    As  far  as  regards  J.  Robinson. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACT,  1883. 
Adjudication. 
Baeeett,  Aethue  John  (trading  as  Napoleon  Price  &  Co.), 
Cumming  Street,  Pentonville,  soap  manufacturer. 
Notice  of  Dividend. 
Han  nan,  Feancis  John,  Woodstock,  Oxfordshire,  late  of 
Worksop,  Nottinghamshire,  and  Downton,  Wiltshire, 
doctor  of  medicine.    First  and  final  div.  of  10s.  2d., 
Oct.  3,  Official  Receiver's  office,  Oxford. 

Bankruptcy  Annulled. 
Smith,  W.  T.,  Russell  Road,  Kensington,  doctor  of  medicine. 

Scotch  Sequestration. 
Hepbuen,  W.,  Coldstream,   Berwick,  veterinary  surgeon. 
Oct.  13,  at  11,  Newcastle  Arms  Hotel,  Coldstream. 
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TRADE-MARKS  APPLIED  FOR. 


rjIHE  Trade  Maries  Journal  publishes  the  following  notice : — "Any  person 
who  has  good  grounds  for  objection  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the 
following  marks  may,  within  two  months  of  the  date  of  this  journal,  give 
notice  in  duplicate  at  the  Patent  Office,  in  the  form 'J,'  in  the  second 
schedule  to  the  Trade  Marks  Eules,  1883,  of  opposition  to  such  registra- 
tion." The  address  of  the  Patent  Office  is  Southampton  Buildings. 
London,  W.O. 


From  the  "  Trade  Marls  Journal?  Sept.  28  and  Oct.  5,  1887. 

"  Thistle,"  on  label ;  for  medicated  soap.  By  Isdale  & 
McCallum,  Paisley.  64,665. 

"Maxey's  Old-ralgia  Cubes  New-eaxgia;  oe  Neu- 
ralgic Tincture,"  and  other  wording,  on  label;  for  a 
chemical  preparation.  By  W.  H.  Maxey,  chymist,  265 
Glossop  Road,  Sheffield.  64,695. 

"The  Acme  Filtee";  for  water-filters.  By  The  Acme 
Water  Filter  Company  (Limited),  57  Dale  End,  Bir- 
mingham. 65,637. 

"  D.  Patteeson's  Mes.  Haslam's  Female  Powdee,"  on 
label;  for  a  medicine.  By  D.  Patterson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  12  Deansgate,  Bolton.  61,955. 

"  Livee  "  ;  for  oils  and  turpentine,  and  paints,  varnishes,  &c. 
By  Goodlass,  Wall  k,  Co.,  42  Seel  Street,  Liverpool 
62,059-62. 

"  Mooee's  Maltine  Vinegar  " ;  for  vinegar.  By  E.  East- 
wood and  E.  S.  Moore  (trading  as  The  Midland  Vinegar 
Company),  Aston  Cross,  Birmingham.  62,350. 

"  Impeeial  Caustic  Balsam,"  and  other  wording,  on 
label;  lor  a  cattle  medicine.  By  E.  Gombault,  Nogent- 
sur-Marne.  62,861. 

"  Natueal  Mineral  Purgative  Watee  op  Rubinat," 
other  wording,  and  designs  on  labels  ;  for  a  chemical 
preparation  and  a  mineral  water.  By  Dr.  Pablo  Llorach, 
chemist,  Rabinat,  Lerida.  63,143-4. 

"  Jaye's  Ceeoline,"  on  round  fancy  label ;  for  chemical 
substances,  Class  2.  By  Jaye's  Sanitary  Compounds 
Company  (Limited),  43  Cannon  Street,  E.C.  63,869. 

"  Digbeth  Well,"  and  "  Digbeth  Spring  " ;  for  aerated  and 
mineral  waters.  By  J.  Yoffe  &  Sons,  Duke  Street,  Bir- 
mingham. 64,048-9. 

Label  with  heading  of  medals;  designation,  and  signature  of 
depositors  :  for  chemical  substances,  Classes  1,  2,  and  3. 
By  W.  G.  Baker,  R.  C.  Heath,  T.  Tyrer,  and  W.  E.  B. 
Blenkinsop  (trading  as  May  &  Baker),  manufacturing 
chemists,  Garden  Wharf,  Church  Road,  Battersea. 
64,177-9. 

"Kutak";  for  perfumery  and  hair  preparations.  By  W. 
Wilkinson  &  Son,  hair  dressers,  Ball  Green,  Halifax. 
64,241. 

*'The  Excelsioe";  for  abdominal  belts.  By  W.  Fowell, 
saddler,  50  High  Street,  Merthjr.  64,252. 

-"  Real  Violets,"  and  figure  of  a  bunch  oE  violets ;  for 
pastilles  for  the  breath.  By  Warrick  Bios.,  Old  Swan 
Lane,  E  C.  64,262. 

Figure  of  a  man  bandaging  his  leg  ;  for  an  ointment.  By 
Emma  Filce,  1  Theobald  Road,  Pitlake  Bridge,  Croydon. 
64,509. 

Figure  of  a  clergyman  with  a  packet  in  his  hand  ;  for  medi- 
cines. By  Reinhardt  &  Sons,  chemists  and  druggists, 
76  Briggate,  Leeds.  64,556. 

'Imperial  Haie  Dye,"  and  other  wording,  on  label;  for  a 
preparation  for  bleaching  the  hair  (64,596).  A  similar 
label ;  for  black,  brown,  and  light-brown  dyes  (64,597). 
By  J.  Brodie,  41  Museum  Street,  W.O 

"  Peice's  Ceeatine,"  on  fancy  label;  for  a  medicinal  pre- 
paration. By  Price's  Patent  Candle  Company  (Limited), 
31  Threadneedle  Street,  B.C.,  and  elsewhere.  64,752. 

"  Beidal  Bouquet  Bloom,"  and  other  wording,  on  fancy 
label;  for  a  toilet  article.  By  S.  R.  Van  Duzer  &c  Son, 
116  Southampton  Row,  W.C.  65,356. 


MARRIAGE. 

[Notices  of  Marriages  and  Deaths  are  inserted  free  if  sent 
with  proper  authentication.'] 

Stacey — Howaed. —  On  October  5,  at  St.  Ann's  Church, 
Stamford  Hill,  by  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Letts,  vicar,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  R.  L.  Allwork,  Henry  George  Stacey,  F.L.S.,  &c,  eldest 
son  of  Samuel  Lloyd  Stacey,  Esq  ,  300  High  Holborn,  to  Mary 
Josephine  Howard,  eldest  daughter  of  Joseph  Howard,  Esq  , 
M.P.,  of  Tottenham,  and  grand-daughter  of  the  late  John 
Eliot  Howard,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 


DEATHS. 

Baeton. — On  September  22,  Mr.  Septimus  William  Barton, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Nevill  Street,  Southport.    Aged  69. 

Caspaey. — Dr.  Robert  Caspary,  Director  of  the  Botanical 
Gardens  at  Konigsberg,  died  at  Illowo  on  September  18. 
Dr.  Caspary  was  a  professor  at  the  University  of  Konigsberg, 
and  one  of  the  principal  botanists  of  Germany. 

Feeeein. — We  have  to  record  the  death  at  Innsbruck, 
Tyrol,  of  Mr.  Carl  Ferrein,  of  Moscow,  the  proprietor  of 
what  is  probably  the  largest* pharmacy  in  the  world.  Mr. 
Ferrein  was  born  at  Arnswald,  Brandenburg,  Germany.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  was  sent  to  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  was 
apprenticed  to  an  uncle,  an  apothecary  named  I -risen.  After 
passing  his  pharmaceutical  examination,  he  went  to  a  situa- 
tion in  Moscow,  and  soon  afterwards,  in  partnership  with  a 
colleague  named  Freimuth,  he  opened  a  pharmacy  on  the 
Polyanka  in  that  city.  Subsequently  he  purchased  an  im- 
portant pharmacy  on  the  Nicolskaya,  which  has  been  carried 
on  in  his  name  for  the  past  fifty-five  years.  The  progress  of 
his  business  was  extraordinary,  and  at  present  one  thousand 
prescriptions  are  dispensed  daily  in  this  establishment.  He 
was  a  strict  disciplinarian.  One  day  observing  an  assistant 
guessing  at  a  weight  of  some  medicament,  he  asked  how 
much  he  was  giving.  The  young  man  answered  "  So  much, 
more  or  less,"  and  was  immediately  invited  to  step  into  Mr. 
Ferrein's  private  office,  where  he  received  his  salary  "  with  a 
little  more,"  and  was  dismissed  there  and  then.  Mr.  Ferrein 
spared  no  expense  or  trouble  to  have  everj thing  new  in 
medicine  in  his  establishment,  while  the  announcement  of 
every  new  device  in  pharmacy  was  sure  to  receive  bis  careful 
attention.  He  was  twice  married,  and  his  home  was  the 
centre  of  a  cultured  intelligence,  well  known  especially  to 
the  German  colony  of  Moscow.  He  died  suddenly  of  heart 
disease,  on  August  27  (September  8,  N.S.),  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five. 

Mayor.— On  October  1,  at  18  Victoria  Street,  Preston, 
Mr.  Robert  Mayor,  wholesale  chemist. 

Sturton. — On  September  24,  Mr.  John  Rowland  Sturton, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Peterborough.    Aged  48. 

Westwick.—  Mr.  Thomas  Westwick,  a  partner  in  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Cox,  Westwick  &  Co.,  spice  merchants,  of 
28  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.C,  died  suddenly  on  Sunday,  Oct.  3, 
when  on  his  way  to  church  at  Epsom,  where  he  resided.  The 
deceased  gentleman,  who  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  had  been 
for  many  years  interested  in  the  firm  which  bore  his  name,  and 
which  was  previously  styled  Westwick,  Palmer  &  Co.  He 
was  formerly  engaged  with  the  firm  of  Peek  Bros.,  whom  he 
left,  about  twenty- five  years  ago,  to  commence  business  on 
his  own  account.  Mr.  Westwick  was  well  known  and  re- 
spected in  Mincing  Lane  circles,  and  at  the  weekly  spice 
sales  on  Wednesday  Mr.  D.  R.  Harvest  (W.  &  D.  Harvest) 
moved  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Paines  (Paines  &  Reid)  seconded  the 
following  motion,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : — "  That 
this  meeting,  representing  brokers,  dealers,  and  others  inte- 
rested in  the  spice  trade,  has  heard  with  the  deepest  regret 
of  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Westwick  (Cox,  West- 
wick &  Co.),  and  they  desire  to  convey  to  his  widow  and 
family  the  warmest  expression  of  their  sympathy  and  con- 
dolence." 


Rheumatic  Liniment. — A  paste  made  of  3  parts  of  white 
soft  paraffin  and  1  partoE  camphor  oil,  coloured  with  alkanet, 
makes  an  external  application  which  may  be  safely  recom- 
mended for  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  sciatica,  lumbago,  &c— 
Heder. 
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FRENCH  PHARMACEUTICAL  NEWS. 


(Front  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

The  Boulevard  d'Enfer  no  longer  exists,  as  the  new 
indicative  plates  now  bear  the  name  of  "  Boulevard  Raspail," 
after  the  vulgariser  of  sedative  water  and  camphor,  upon 
which  the  good  Parisians  shake  their  heads,  and  ask, 
"  Raspail,  qu'en  ferons-nous  1 "  (Camphrons-nous.) 

The  Crematory  Furnace  at  the  Pere  Lachaise  ceme- 
tery will  soon  be  completed  and  ready  for  work.  It  is 
situated  near  the  Jewish  and  opposite  the  Mohammedan  burial- 
ground.  The  system  followed  is  that  of  Gorini  at  Milan.  It 
is  said  a  corpse  can  there  be  comfortably  cremated  for  the 
small  sum  of  eight  francs. 

Look  out  for  Earthquakes.— M.  F.  Laur,  at  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  sitting  of  September  26,  predicted  that 
the  long  period  of  atmospheric  quietness  prevailing  for 
several  months  past  will  cause  at  the  beginning  of  next 
winter  severe  seismic  disturbances  and  eruptions. 

Second-class  Pharmacists  wishing  to  practise  in  a 
department  different  from  that  for  which  they  hold  a 
diploma,  and  desiring  to  be  dispensed  from  the  two  first 
probational  examinations,  have  officially  been  invited  to  send 
their  request  to  the  Minister  a  month  at  least  before  the 
examination  session,  as  the  formalities  necessary  before  an 
answer  can  be  returned  require  that  length  of  time. 

Death  op  Ruolz. — The  Count  of  Euolz-Montchef  has 
just  died  in  Paris,  aged  eighty.  He  belonged  to  a  wealthy 
family  of  Lyons,  and  acquired  some  reputation  as  the  author 
of  several  operas  performed  in  Paris  and  Naples,  but  was 
chiefly  known  as  the  chemist  who  discovered  the  practical 
process  for  gold  and  silver  plating  with  a  battery.  The 
alkaline  cyanide  bath  was  his  invention,  which  is  employed 
to  the  present  day  almost  exclusively. 

A  Wholesale  Druggist  Robbed. — The  firm  of  Darrasse 
Freres  &  Landin,  in  the  Rue  Simon-le-franc,  have  been 
systematically  robbed  for  some  time  past  by  men  in  their 
employ.  Nitrate  of  silver,  iodide  of  potassium,  quinine,  and 
other  expensive  chemical';  were  stolen  to  the  amount  of 
20,000f.,  it  is  said.  Some  assistants  have  been  arrested,  and 
it  is  reported  some  unscrupulous  pharmacists  may  get  into 
trouble  for  having  purchased  the  stolen  goods. 

The  Toulouse  Congress  of  French  scientists  held  their 
closing  session  on  September  29,  after  selecting  the  followirg 
officers: — President,  Colonel  Laussedat ;  vice-president,  M. 
De  Lacaze-Duthiers  ;  assistant- secretary,  M.  A.  Fournier  (of 
Nancy),  M.  Philippe  (of  Clermont)  becoming  secretary-gene- 
ral. The  section  of  Hygiene  of  the  Association  chose  Dr. 
Drouineau  (of  La  Rochelle),  president,  Dr.  Henrot  (of  Reims), 
delegate  for  three  years ;  and  Dr.  Rochard  (of  Paris)  its 
member  on  the  General  Committee  on  Subvention.  The 
section,  on  Dr.  Bouisset's  motion,  also  declared  it  to  be  its 
opinion  that  vaccinal  ,n  should  be  made  olligatory,  and  urged 
that  a  law  be  passed  to  this  effect. 

The  Reduction  of  Alumina  by  Carbon. — M.  G.  A. 
Faurie,  in  a  communication  read  on  September  19  before 
the  Academy  of  Sciences,  gave  the  following  description  of 
his  process  : — Pure  alumina,  finely  powdered,  is  beaten  into  a 
paste  with  half  its  weight  of  petroleum,  or  similar  hydro- 
carbon, and  mixed  with  the  same  proportion  of  sulphuric 
acid.  When  the  yellow  tinge  has  become  uniform,  and 
sulphurous  acid  begins  to  be  evolved,  the  paste  is  folded  in  a 
piece  of  paper,  and  the  whole  is  thrown  into  a  crucible 
heated  to  a  bright  red  above  800°  Centigrade,  so  as  to  de- 
compose the  petroleum.  The  flame  is  now  allowed  to  go  out, 
and  the  crucible  to  cool.  The  compact  product  is  next  taken 
out,  carefully  powdered,  and  mixed  with  an  equal  weight  of 
some  pulverised  metal.  Finally,  the  mixture  is  placed  in  a 
closed  plumbago  crucible,  and  heated  to  white  heat  in  a  blast- 
furnace. The  crucible,  when  cool,  on  being  opened  is  found 
to  contain  grains  of  an  aluminum  alloy,  more  or  less  rich  in 
the  metal  sought.  The  same  process  may  be  applied  equally 
to  silica,  lime,  magnesia,  &c.  The  foregoing  is  evidently  a 
preliminary  note  intended  to  secure  pn  cedence  for  more 
complete  work  to  be  perfected  at  some  later  time. 


THE  PARIS  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  first  meeting  after  vacation  was  held  on  October  5, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  members  and  the  officers  in 
their  seats  at  the  board,  namely,  Messrs.  Desnoix  (president), 
Planchon  (general  secretary),  and  Delpech  (annual  secretary). 
On  opening  the  meeting,  M.  Desnoix  announced  the  promo- 
tion of  Professor  Schmitt  to  the  inspectorship  of  military 
pharmacists  (recorded  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
September  24),  and  the  appointment  of  Professor  Marty  to 
the  directorship  of  the  Central  Pharmacy  of  Military  Hos- 
pitals in  M.  Schmitt's  place.  Both  are  members  of  the 
Society. 

A  member  having  complained  that  the  antipyrin  now 
supplied  has  a  strong  benzine  smell,  and  another  having 
remarked  that  at  all  times  antipyrin  solutions  acquire  such  an 
odour  by  age,  M.  Yvon  added  that  even  recently- prepared  solu- 
tions now  have  a  positively  suffocating  smell  of  beDzine,  when 
M.  Ferrand  explained  that  since  Dr.  Germain  See's  communi- 
cation to  the  Academy,  the  sale  of  antipyrin  had  become  so 
extensive  that  the  French  branch  house  manufacturing  the 
chemical  were  not  able  to  supply  the  demand,  and  had  been 
obliged  to  sell  it  imperfectly  purified.  So  much  for  the 
beaaties  of  protection  and  monopolies. 

It  appeared  also  that  another  new  chemical,  saccharine, 
can  now  be  procured  in  the  Paris  market  for  about  3d.  a 
gramme.  It  is  indirectly  obtained  from  German  manufac- 
turers, who  do  not  now  sell  it  directly,  so  as  not  to  impair 
their  rights  to  a  French  patent  for  the  product. 

M.  Julliard  complained  that  now  some  physicians  prescribe 
terpine  in  potions,  when  the  chemical  is  insoluble  in  the 
liquids  composing  the  mixture,  and  asked  the  sentiment  of 
the  meeting  on  the  action  to  be  taken  in  such  occurrences. 
The  incident  opened  again  the  time-worn  discussion  about 
the  additions  and  substitutions  allowable  in  incompatible 
mixtures.  The  general  feeling  elicited  was  that  when  a 
physician  writes  on  his  prescription  the  legendary  F.S.A. 
(fiat  secundum  artem)  he  means  the  dispenser  to  use  his 
pharmactutleal  ait  in  making  his  best,  adding  only  inert 
substances,  and  nothing  that  will  change  or  alter  the  medi- 
cinal or  chemical  virtues  of  the  active  ingredients  prescribed. 
For  instance,  soap  and  magnesia  may  be  added  to  a  formula 
for  creasote  pills,  while  bicarbonate  of  soda  is  not  admissible 
when  salicylic  acid  and  plain  water  are  ordered.  In  the 
first  case  the  nature  of  creasote  is  not  altered,  while  in  the 
second  a  salicylate  of  soda  would  be  formed,  so  that  the 
dispenser  has  no  right  to  add  the  bicarbonate  to  effect  the 
solution,  but  should  use  the  label  "  Shake  the  bottle,"  as  the 
only  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 

After  a  short  sitting  the  Society  adjourned  to  the  first 
Wednesday  in  November. 


Messrs.  Jouas  &  Bissot  have  established  business  at 
13  Boulevard  Chauchoise,  Rouen  (France),  as  dealers  in 
indigo  and  other  dyestuffs,  and  commission  agents  in  chemical 
products.  The  capital  of  the  firm  is  fixed  at  200,000f.,  and 
the  duration  of  the  partnership  is  to  be  five  years  ten  months 
from  September  5,  1887. 

Messrs.  Dunlop  Mitchell  &  Co.,  of  130  Ingram  Street, 
Glasgow,  are  the  makers  of  a  medicine  measure  graduated  to 
teaspoonful,  dessertspoonful,  and  tablespoonful  doses,  each 
being  distinctly  marked  with  black  enamel.  We  have  tested 
the  measures,  and  find  them  to  be  accurate,  although  they 
are  so  cheap  that  chemists  can  afford  to  give  them  free  to 
their  customers.  The  chemist's  name  is  written  upon  each 
measure  in  black  enamel.  This  idea  is  of  some  value,  and  is 
well  worth  taking  advantage  of. 

Saccharine. — With  commendable  smartness  two  well- 
known  firms  have  preparations  of  saccharine  ready  for  con- 
sumers. Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanbury  give  particulars  in  this 
issue  of  "  A.  &  H."  preparations  suitable  for  medicinal  and 
dietetic  purposes,  while  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 
have  submitted  to  us  excellent  tabloids  of  the  sweetener,  each 
containing  half  a  grain  and  capable  of  sweetening  a  cupful 
of  tea.  The  tabloids  are  so  made  that  they  dissolve  readily 
in  water. 
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SAN  IT  AS" 


TRADE  MARK. 


RE8ISTERE0 

THE     BEST  DISINFECTANT 

FLUID,  OIL,  POWDER,  SOAPS, 
TOILET  &  VETERINARY  PREPARATIONS 

For  Trade  lists,  Terms,  &c,  apply  to 
THE  SAUITAS  CO.,  Ld.,  Bethnal  Green,  LOHDOU,  B. 


HHEMISTS  having  Special  Positions  (only)  to  Let  for 
\J   Advertisements  in  forthcoming  PRICE  LISTS  and  ALMANACKS 

are  requested  to  quote  for  same  to  THE  "  S ANITAS  "  COMPANY,  LIM., 
LETCHFORD'S  BUILDINGS,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON,  Manu- 
facturers of  the  PATENT  "  SANITAS  "  DISINFECTING-,  TOILET,  and 
VETERINARY  PROPRIETARIES. 


"  THE  QUEEN  OF  TABLE  WATERS." 

"  We  have  always  stated  our  belief  that  the  present 
water  supply  of  London  is  fraught  with  incessant  danger." 
—Lancet. 

"  In  London  we  are  provided  with  drinking  water  which 
is  chronically  and  disgustingly  polluted,  and  may  at  any 
moment  become  a  source  of  danger.  To  drink  a  pure 
natural  mineral  water  is  thz  alternative  of  safety." — 
British  Medical  Journal.  [l] 
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WOODHALL  SPA 

BROMO   IODINE    MiNEEAL  WATER. 

The  strongest  known  Iodine  Water  in  the  World, 

This  remarkable  Spa  has  been  purchased  by  a  Syndicate  of  gentlemen  who  have 
dete1  mined  to  make  more  widely  known  the  extraordinary  curative  powers  of  this 
Spring:,  which  contains  more  Iodine  and  Bromine  than  any  spring  in  Europe— 
"  And,  we  may  safely  add,  in  any  part  of  the  World."— Ur.  Cuffe,  for  many  years 
late  resident  J'/o^irian  at  •■Vootlhall  Spa. 

Ad  analysis  of  the  water  having  been  made  in  November,  1886,  by  Professor 
Wanklyn,  M.R.C.S.,  corresponding  member  of  the  Royal  Bavarian  Academy  oi 
Sciences,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  a  very  important  discovery  has  been  made,  viz., 
the  presence  of  Free  or  Elementary  Iodine. 

Dr.  Wanklyn  says—**  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  this  ib  the  first  instance  in  which  free 
Iodine  has  been  foiind  in  appreciable  quantity  in  a  natural  water.  For  many  years 
the  Woodhall  Spa  lias  been  celebrated  as  a  valuable  remedy  in  skin  diseases.  The 
fact  that  it  Is  a  solution  of  free  Iodine  is  interesting  in  this  connection,  and  well 
worthy  ot  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession." 

The  Woodhall  Dromo  Iodine  Water  is  now  being*  bottled  at  the  Spring  by  the 
Bole  Agents,  BROMLEY  &  CO.,  Chemists,  233  Kigh  Street,  Lincoln,  5  &  6  The 
Grove,  Buxton,  and  at  Woodhall.  All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  them  at 
the  Spa,  Woodhall  Horncastle. 


m  "VIKING 

ESSENCE  OF  BEEF 


IN  GLASS. 

The  "■VIKING"  Essences  are  guaran- 
teed perfectly  pure.  They  are  delicious 
to  the  palafe,  stimulating  to  the  diges- 
tion,and  can  be  immediately  assimilated. 
Most  beneficial  in  all  cases  of  exhaustion. 
Price  Lists,  Samples  and  Analysis  from 

The  Viking  Food  &  Essence  Co. 

Limited,  [I] 
28  Hearn  St.,  London,  E  C. 


SLACK  &  BROWNLOW'S 
COMPRESSED  CHARCOAL  FILTERS. 

See  Advertisement,  page  23. 


'Q  CRYSTAL  WHITE 
»    DOUBLE  REFINED 


OIL  OF  PEPPERMINT 


See  Advt.  on 
t       page  29. 


SIR    DYCE    DUCKWORTH'S  VIEWS. 

There  are  many  advantages  in  the  system  of  getting  eminent 
men  to  address  us  annually,  and  to  give  us  on  those  occasions 
their  views  of  ourselves  as  pharmacists,  and  of  pharmacy  as  a 
profession.  Even  the  students  who  are  preached  at,  and  who 
are  the  ostensible  objects  of  the  whole  parade,  have  no  solid 
ground  of  complaint;  they  have  elected  to  devote  themselves 
to  pharmacy,  and  in  the  service  of  their  mistress  and  for  her 
glory  they  must  submit  to  such  chastisement  as  she  sees  fit 
to  lay  upon  them.  For  the  rest  of  us,  the  exercise  is  in  every 
way  pleasant,  and  in  some  cases  profitable.  It  is  good  for 
the  knights  and  baronets  who  address  us  themselves  to 
devote  some  of  their  spare  time  to  thoughts  about  another 
set  of  people  than  their  own ;  it  does  them  good  to  come 
down  to  our  little  world  sometimes  and  see  us  in  the  con- 
crete. Among  the  concrete  themselves  there  are  some  who 
get  near  enough  to  the  eminent  personages  to  shake  hands 
with  them,  and  a  select  few  who  receive  public  compliments. 
These  all  enjoy  themselves  as  a  matter  of  course.  The  rest 
of  us  get  new  ideas,  and,  even  if  we  do  not  agree  with  them, 
we  are  provided  with  some  new  material  for  criticism. 

Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  who  delivered  the  Sessional  Address 
at  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Thursday  evening,  has  a  fine 
presence,  a  sympathetic  "manner,  and  a  voice  which  is 
pleasant  to  listen  to.  In  the  course  of  his  oration  he  touched 
on  a  multitude  of  topics,  all  familiar  old  friends,  and  dished 
them  up  with  a  piquant  sauce  of  compliments  and  criticism 
artistically  blended,  one  course  following  the  other  in  tasty 
little  bits,  which  whetted  the  appetite  instead  of  wearying  it. 
Curiously  enough,  this  light  French  banquet  was  accom- 
panied by  a  wine  of  the  most  respectable  fine  old  crusted 
Tory  flavour.  The  advice  to  students,  which  necessarily 
filled  the  introductory  paragraphs  of  the  lecture,  was  admir- 
able. Go  straight  to  your  work  at  once,  they  were  told,  and 
whenever  the  devil  comes  to  you  let  him  find  you  occupied. 
The  new  research  laboratories,  which,  by  the  way,  are  getting 
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an  abundant  share  of  glory  before  earning  any,  next  came  in 
for  reference.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  told  that  the  expenditure 
of  money  in  this  direction  is  "  a  very  worthy  use  to  make  of 
any  funds  you  may  happen  to  accumulate."  The  time  will 
come  before  long  when  members  of  the  Society  will  ask 
whether  it  was  wise  to  spend  all  the  funds  they  had  happened 
to  accumulate  on  this  very  worthy  purpose  of  higher  re- 
search. 

Sir  Dyce  Duckworth's  sketch  of  the  druggist  of  his 
boyhood,  whose  "  guaiacurn  bottle  was  very  blue,  his 
liquorice  root  very  hard,  his  nitrate  of  mercury  ointment  not 
unlike  choice  Gorgonzola  cheese,  and  but  little  of  the  vesi- 
catorial  element  left  in  his  bottle  of  lytta3,"  is,  we  have  not 
much  doubt,  a  true  picture.  Old  pharmacists  have  often 
told  us  how  much  loftier  were  the  morals  of  pharmacy 
fifty  years  ago  than  they  are  in  these  days,  but  we  have 
always  doubted  that  theory,  and  now  we  are  supported  in 
our  scepticism. 

The  lecturer  was,  of  course,  warmly  applauded  as  he  ex- 
pounded his  belief  that  pharmacists  ought  to  "  wrest "  the 
dispensing  of  medicines  "  from  men  who  have  already  too 
much  else  to  do  and  think  about,  and  are  less  well  qualified 
to  do  it."  Unfortunately  that  expression  of  opinion  on 
the  part  of  a  West-end  consulting  physician  is  not  likely  to 
get  us  much  "  forrarder." 

We  know  how  wrong  counter  prescribing  is,  and  we  will 
try  to  appreciate  the  wickedness  of  cheap  dispensaries, 
though  for  the  moment  we  confess  to  a  want  of  light  on  this 
topic.  We  do  not  quite  see  why  it  is  more  criminal  on  a 
doctor's  part  to  cure  us  for  sixpence  than  for  a  couple  of 
guineas. 

But  from  this  point  we  part  company  with  our  orator  alto- 
gether. Chemical  nomenclature,  extra  Pharmacopoeias, 
German  chloral,  American  pharmaceutical  preparations, 
vaunted  nostrums,  and  homoeopathic  medicines  were  one 
after  another  held  up  to  scorn,  hatred,  and  contempt.  In 
describing  our  chemicals  we  are  to  consider  the  readers  and 
workers  of  2887  rather  than  those  of  1887,  though  we  may  be 
sure  that  the  gentlemen  of  a  thousand  years  hence  will  have 
a  very  majestic  contempt  for  us  and  our  views.  We  are  to 
hate  Germans  and  Americans,  quacks  and  homoeopathy  with 
all  our  hearts,  and  souls,  and  strength.  Good  sound  patriot- 
ism of  the  old-fashioned  kind,  but  very  poor  morality,  that, 
to  preach  to  students.  The  last-named  of  these  various  offen- 
ders would  seem  to  be  the  blackest  in  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth's 
estimation,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  emphasis  which  accom- 
panied their  denunciation.  No  educated  pharmacist,  he 
said,  can  lend  himself  to  the  propagation  of  error  and  retain 
his  self  respect.  That  is  so,  but  it  assumes  a  standard  of 
truth  and  error  to  which  no  one  has  been  able  to  attain  from 
the  days  of  Pontius  Pilate  until  now.  Moreover,  if  the  prin- 
ciple is  admitted,  there  is  no  telling  where  it  might  lead  us. 
We  might  have  pharmacists  declining  to  dispense  a  pre- 
scription signed  "  D.D."  if  they  should  not  approve  of  the 
treatment. 

It  is  incorrect  to  say  that  homoeopaths  have  not  made 
any  solid  contributions  to  the  art  of  pharmacy.  Their 
method  of  preparing  tinctures  is  tow  imitated  in  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  Formulary,  which,  however,  we 
remember,  is  itself  condemned  as  an  "  extra  and  unauthorised 
Pharmacopoeia."  What  sort  of  a  condition  pharmacy  and  me- 
dicine would  be  in  if  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth's  advice  were  fully 
taken  we  do  not  understand.  It  seems  to  us  that  no  advance 
in  any  direction  would  be  possible.  His  criticism  is,  in  fact, 
too  destructive.  We  find  ourselves  going  wrong  in  almost 
«very  direction  in  which  we  are  moving,  and,  as  far  as  we 
can  see,  the  only  one  thing  definitely  suggested  for  the 
salvation  of  the  two  jrofessions  is  that  we  should  print  syno- 


nyms in  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  type  of  the  same  size  as  the 
chief  headings. 


MEDICAL  ADDRESSES. 

The  introductory  addresses  at  the  London  Medical  Schools 
on  Saturday  and  Monday  last  did  not  rise  generally  to  any 
lofty  heights.  Mr.  K.  W.  Eeid,  F.R.C.S.,  at  St.  Thomas's 
gave  a  useful  address  explaining  the  principles  on  which  the 
medical  curriculum  is  based.  No  student,  he  said,  ought  to 
have  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  clinical  treatment  of 
disease  before  he  has  passed  his  examinations  in  the  prepara- 
tory subjects  of  chemistry,  anatomy,  physiology,  and  materia 
medica.  He  also  urged  them  to  prepare  their  own  specimens. 
"  No  amount  of  looking  at,  or  it  may  be  handling,  a  specimen 
made  by  another  is  equal  to  the  making  of  one  one's  self. 
We  may  take  it  that  the  permanence  of  knowledge  acquired 
is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  labour  spent  in  its  acquirement, 
and  although  it  is  very  natural  for  us  to  trust  upon  others, 
especially  when  it  will  save  us  trouble  by  doing  so,  yet  know- 
ledge gained  in  such  a  way  is  only  superficial  and  temporary, 
and  is  sure  to  fail  us  when  we  want  it  most." 

At  St.  George's,  Mr.  C.  T.  Dent,  F.R.C.S.,  delivered  an 
interesting  lecture  on  the  nature  and  significance  of  pain — 
more  of  a  magazine  article  than  an  introductory  address. 
After  tracing  the  sensations  which  cause  pain  through  the 
nerves  to  the  brain,  the  lecturer  pointed  out  that  the  sense 
of  pain  may  be  educated.  Intellectual  development  renders 
us  susceptible  to  new  pains.  Thus,  ill-assorted  combinations 
of  colours  may  cause  actual  pain  to  the  educated  eye  of  the 
artist.  Highly  sensitive  people  are  in  fault  usually,  not  in 
the  nerve  paths,  but  in  the  brain.  Pain  will  be  as  real  in 
such  as  in  others,  for  subjective  may  be  at  least  as  vivid  as 
objective  sensations.  A  brain  may  be  functionally  as  unduly 
tender  as  any  given  part  of  the  body.  Pain  bears  no  fixed 
relation  to  the  severity  or  importance  of  disease  ;  some  almost 
trifling  diseases  are  attended  by  a  vast  amount,  other  grave 
disorders  with  a  minimum,  of  suffering.  A  toothache  may 
be  agonising,  and  yet  a  person  might  have  a  great  aneurism, 
or  his  liver  might  be  saturated  with  cancer,  without  his 
being  aware  of  the  condition  ;  so  here,  if  Nature  exacts,  she 
also  grants.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  value  and  defensive 
use  of  pain  are  of  importance  principally  at  the  moment,  for 
there  is  no  real  power  of  recollecting  pain.  The  fallacy  is 
often  urged  that  health  cannot  be  bought ;  in  truth  it  is  a 
most  marketable  article.  Much  immunity  from  pain  or 
disease  might  be  purchased,  for  rest  is  the  natural  antidote 
to  pain.  Where  would  be  the  thousand-and-one  cases  we 
daily  see  of  joint  and  spinal  diseases,  of  incipient  phthisis, 
and  what  not,  if  rest  could  be  provided,  not  merely  pre- 
scribed ?  Such  patients  could  be  taken  in  and  put  on  the 
road  to  recovery,  or  at  the  outset  cured,  at  a  shilling  a  day, 
if  there  were  adequate  hospital  accommodation  and  means  to 
buy  health  for  the  poor.  Give  us  the  shillings.  So  might 
be  alleviated  a  vast  amount  of  pain ;  there  is  a  huge  dead 
weight  of  it  in  this  world — let  those  who  have  energy,  health, 
and  sympathy  shove  against  it  and  it  must  yield,  if  ever  so 
little. 

Dr.  Bidcliffe  Crocker,  at  University  College  Hospital,  after 
some  advice  to  students,  entered  upon  a  vigorous  attack  on 
the  advertisers  in  the  profession — quacks,  he  called  them — 
who  are  in  such  haste  to  be  rich  that  they  cannot  wait  until 
practice  comes  through  legitimate  channels.  Classifying  the 
gradations  of  advertising  medical  men  the  lecturer  sketched 
the  "  advertiser  churlish,"  who  writes  works  in  which  he 
makes  out  every  one  to  be  wrong  but  himself,  professing  to 
have  made  discoveries  which  the  blindness  and  narrow  con- 
servatism of  the  profession  prevent  their  seeing  or  adopting  ; 
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the  "  advertiser  valiant,"  who  parades  his  ability  to  cure 
obstinate  or  incurable  diseases,  such  as  consumption,  cancer, 
&c. ;  the  "  advertiser  quarrelsome,"  who  writes  pamphlets 
against  the  abuse  of  various  drugs  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease, or  against  operative  treatment  in  various  surgical  affec- 
tions, and  claims  to  show  how  he  avoids  all  such  dangerous 
methods,  and  yet  cures  his  patients  more  quickly  and  safely. 
Then  there  are  the  " advertiser  direct "  and  the  "advertiser 
circumstantial."  Few  advertise  themselves  directly,  as  they 
run  too  much  lisk  of  being  expelled  from  their  profession. 
The  " advertiser  circumstantial'' has  various  methods.  One 
is  that,  while  appearing  to  praise  something  else,  he  is  really 
putting  himself  forward.  Others  lend  their  aid  in  pufBDg 
trade  articles,  either  directly  by  writing  testimonials,  or  in- 
directly, by  allowing  extracts  from  their  works  to  be  reprinted 
by  the  vendors  of  drugs,  foods,  or  hygienic  articles.  Another 
plan  is  to  write  "  bread-and-butter  books  "  of  more  or  less 
pretension  on  common  diseases,  such  as  "  gout,"  or  some 
fashionable  or  new  treatment,  such  as  "massage,"  to  give  the 
impression  that  they  are  authorities  on  the  subject.  He  urged 
the  public  to  be  more  ready  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  their 
family  practitioner  as  to  whom  they  should  consult  rather 
than  be  led  by  these  plausible  writings,  of  whose  merits  they 
were  not  competent  judges. 

Dr.  Sturges,  at  Westminster,  entered  into  the  subjects  of  the 
conjoint  examination,  and  the  advisability  of  giving  powers 
to  grant  degrees  to  the  united  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  gave  a  militant  "  Hahnemann  Oration  "  at  the 
opening  of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  School,  and  com- 
plained that,  while  doctors  of  the  allopathic  school  had 
adopted  many  of  the  homoeopathic  remedies,  they  had  not 
scrupled  to  treat  as  pariahs  and  medical  outcasts  the  fol- 
lowers of  Hahnemann.  As  a  reason  for  the  non-adoption  of 
homoeopathic  principles  by  the  general  body  of  medical  men, 
he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  the  fact  that  homoeopathy  was  not 
so  likely  to  pay,  as  the  necessities  for  medical  attendances 
would  be  decreased  and  patients  in  the  simpler  ailments  be 
able  to  treat  themselves.  Speaking  of  the  Pasteur  theory, 
Dr.  Dudgeon  declared  that  no  remedy  had  been  or  ever 
would  be  discovered  for  human  diseases  by  experiments  on 
the  lower  animals.  So  far  from  hydrophobia  being  cured  by 
inoculation,  the  rate  of  mortality  from  the  dissase  had  been 
much  higher  in  Paris  during  the  time  the  experiments  were 
in  swing.  There  was  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  inocu- 
lation caused  a  new  and  serious  form  of  hydrophobia. 

Mrs.  Scharlieb,  M.B.,  B.S.,  who  addressed  the  students  at 
the  London  School  of  Medicine  for  Women,  waxed  poetical 
as  she  lectured  her  audience  on  the  "  seven  component  rays 
into  which  the  radiant  light  which  illumines  the  physician's 
path  is  separable."  These  were  given  as  obedience,  thorough- 
ness, truth,  courage,  gentleness,  humility,  and  sacrifice. 

Lord  Selborne  preached  a  little  at  King's  College,  and  the 
Lord  Mayor  was  mildly  humorous  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 
Mr.  A.  Critchett  was  the  lecturer  at  St.  Mary's. 

It  was  noticeable  that  abuse  of  the  Vivisection  Act,  which 
has  been  the  staple  of  introductory  addresses  for  several 
years  past,  only  found  a  place  in  the  lecture  by  Mr.  B. 
Thompson  Lowne,  F.R.C.S.,  at  the  Veterinary  College. 


THE  DUTCH-INDIAN  OPIUM  ORDER. 

About  the  month  of  September  or  October  every  year  large 
orders  for  opium  are  placed  at  Smyrna  on  behalf  of  the  Dutch 
Government,  and  these  purchases  generally  exercise  an  im- 
portant influence  on  the  general  market  position  of  the  drug. 
The  opium  thus  bought  for  the  Dutch  Government  is  destined 
for  exportation  to  the  Dutch-Indian  colonies,  which  contain 


a  large  Chinese  population,  and  where  the  sale  of  opium  is 
controlled  by  the  Government  on  a  system  somewhat  resem- 
bling the  tobacco  monopoly  in  France. 

DariDg  the  present  season  the  Smyrna  dealers  have  been 
more  than  usually  exercised  about  the  Dutch  purchases, 
partly  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  crop  and  the  conse- 
quent scarcity  of  eligible  parcels,  and  partly  because  the 
conditions  under  which  the  Dutch  orders  are  allotted  this 
year  appear  more  than  usually  onerous. 

Formerly  opium  purchases  were  not  effected  directly  by 
the  Dutch  Government,  but  by  the  Netherlands  Trading 
Company,  a  gigantic  concern  which  succeeded  the  old  Dutch 
East  India  Company,  and  lately  enjoyed,  or  at  any  rate  did 
enjoy  until  quite  recently,  considerable  privileges  in  the  Java 
trade.  This  company,  we  understand,  was  in  the  habit  of 
placing  its  orders  through  the  intermediary  of  the  Dutch 
Consul  at  Smyrna,  and  the  terms  upon  which  the  contracts 
were  allotted  appear  to  have  been  very  favourable  to  the 
Smyrna  dealers.  The  opium  purchased  by  the  company  was 
required  to  answer  certain  tests,  one  of  these  being  a  propor- 
tion of  moisture  not  exceeding  twenty-two  per  cent.  If  the 
opium,  upon  delivery,  was  found  to  fall  short  of  the  required 
standard,  the  company  simply  returned  it  to  the  seller,  and 
left  it  to  him  to  replace  it  or  not,  as  he  thought  fit,  by  more 
suitable  merchandise.  Last  year  it  so  happened  that  certain 
firms  who  had  contracted  beforehand  to  deliver  opium  at  a 
fixed  price,  found,  when  the  time  for  delivery  came,  that  they 
could  not  purchase  the  goods  they  had  agreed  to  supply  at 
the  stipulated  price,  the  market  having  meanwhile  assumed 
an  upward  course,  and  several  sellers  therefore  failed  to 
deliver  any  opium  at  all,  while  others  sent  in  goods  falling 
below  the  required  standard,  and  upon  the  latter  being  re- 
jected omitted  to  replace  them  by  others.  This  year  the 
Dutch  Government,  who  now  appear  as  direct  buyers,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  Ihs  annoyance  caused  them  by  their 
sellers  through  their  failure  to  fulfil  their  obligations,  have 
adopted  much  more  stringent  conditions  of  sale.  They  de- 
mand that  the  proper  execution  of  the  contracts  made  with 
Smyrna  houses  shall  be  guaranteed  in  each  instance  by  two 
firms  of  approved  standing  in  Holland,  and  that,  if  the  mer- 
chandise delivered  is  found  to  fall  below  the  required 
standard,  they  (the  Government)  shall  be  entitled  to  retain 
possession  of  it  without  any  payment  whatever  until  the 
contractor  has  replaced  it  by  standard  opium.  It  would  also 
seem  to  be  a  condition  that  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
any  opium  tendered  rests  entirely  with  the  Government,  and 
that  the  seller  must  bind  himself  to  accept  their  decision  as 
final.  These  conditions,  it  is  said,  are  considered  generally 
unacceptable  by  the  Smyrna  opium  dealers,  and  it  was  thought 
that  the  Government  would  find  great  difficulty  in  placing 
their  orders,  if,  indeed,  they  could  at  all  succeed  in  covering 
their  wants.  The  total  quantity  required  this  year  amounts 
to  four  hundred  cases,  or  about  two-ninths  of  the  entire  crop, 
for  the  Dutch  Government,  on  this  occasion,  will  buy  nothing 
but  new, opium.  It  is  calculated  that  of  the  estimated  total 
yield  of  1,800  baskets  about  1,000  may  at  once  be  left  out  of 
calculation  as  being  below  the  required  standard  as  regards 
the  proportion  of  moisture.  The  whole  of  the  Salonica, 
Bogaditz,  Malatia,  and  Tokat  crops  contain  about  thirty  per 
cent,  of  moisture,  and  are  thus  ineligible,  while  of  the  800 
baskets  of  other  varieties  rem  lining,  a  good  proportion  is 
either  sold  already  or  in  the  hands  of  holders  who  are  not 
willing  to  offer  at  all  at  present.  The  choice  of  the  Dutch 
Government  being  therefore  so  limited,  the  season  appears 
very  badly  chosen  for  insisting  upon  more  stringent  conditions 
of  sale,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  Dutch  buyers  will  have  to- 
content  themselves  finally  with  opium  of  the  old  crop. 
Meanwhile  the  report  that  the  Dutch  orders  will  be  confined 
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to  opium  gathered  this  season  has  caused  prices  for  that 
commodity  to  run  up  to  figures  altogether  out  of  proportion 
to  those  quoted  for  the  old  crop,  and  accounts,  no  doubt, 
mainly  for  the  fact  that  at  Smyrna  ail  opium  prices  are 
several  shillings  per  pound  higher  than  at  any  other  centre  of 
the  trade.  The  latest  reports  from  Smyrna  state  that  the 
Dutch  order  has  been  accepted  by  some  firms  there,  but  that 
the  prices  at  which  it  has  been  allotted  will  not  be  made 
public. 


^merj  an  From  detailed  reports  which  we  have  received 
„,  . .    ,  we  learn  that  Mr.  Tufts  has  been  succeeded  in 

?rma?e£  the  presidency  by  Prof.  J.  U.  Lloyd,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, who  is  well  known  to  the  readers  of 
this  journal  as  joint-author  of  "  The  Drugs  and  Medicines  of 
North  America."  The  scheme  of  reorganisation  was  adopted, 
and  from  the  second  day  the  meeting  was  conducted  on  the 
lines  indicated  in  our  last  issue,  with  much  satisfaction  to 
those  present.  As  the  result  of  the  institution  of  the  com- 
mercial section  the  National  Retail  Druggists'  Association 
was  wound  up,  and  in  future  the  work  which  it  did  will  be 
carried  on  by  the  A.P.A.  In  the  scientific  section,  on  the 
fourth  day,  Mr.  H.  M.  Whelpley  moved,  and  it  was  agreed,  that 
in'i  uture  the  papers  be  printed  in  proof  for  distribution  among 
the  members  present  at  the  meetings.  There  was  a  rider  to 
this  to  the  effect  that  no  pharmaceutical  journal  or  person  be 
given  copies  of  any  of  the  papers  before  they  are  distributed 
at  the  meeting.  These  proofs  are  to  be  printed  in  the  style 
of  the  "Proceedings"  of  the  Association,  so  that  the  only 
extra  expense  will  be  the  printing  cf  the  proofs.  Later  on  it 
was  also  agreed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  J.  Seabury,  to  offer 
three  prizes  for  the  three  best  papers — $75  for  the  first,  $50 
for  the  second,  and  $25  for  the  third  paper.  These  are  new 
departures  for  the  Association,  and  are  probably  induced  by 
the  surplus  of  $12,000  which  it  has  in  hand.  If  the  B.P.C. 
were  as  rich  as  that,  it  also  might  strike  out  a  new  line. 
Next  year  the  Association  will  meet  in  Detroit. 


Chemists'  ^e  Council  °^  ^his  Association  have  just  issued 
Assistants'  *'ie  ^rstj  sy^a^us  °^  t'ie  eleventh  sessioD,  which 
Association  *a^es  UP  ^°  ^'ie  eru^  of  this  year.  The  items 
'  on  it  are  the  presidential  address  by  Mr.  T.  S. 
Dymond  on  October  13  ;  a  week  later  Mr.  E.  G.  Baker  follows 
with  "  Eecent  Researches  on  Botany,"  and  on  the  27th  inst. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Giles,  in  a  paper  entitled  "The  New  Departure," 
will  give  the  members  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinions  on  the  research  laboratory  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  On  November  10  Mr.  A.'w.  Gerrard,  F.C.S.,  will 
discourse  on  "  Emulsions."  Mr.  S.  K.  Atkins  will  give  an 
address  on  December  8,  and  Mr.  T.  A.  Ellwood  will  on 
December  15  tell  the  Association  of  his  "  Further  Researches 
on  Fixed  Oils."  Following  the  example  of  the  energetic 
Edinburgh  Assistants'  Association,  the  Council  have  decided 
on  devoting  an  evening  in  November  to  short  papers  with  the 
object  of  encouraging  the  younger  members  especially,  and 
those  who  have  not  the  time  and  means  for  conducting  long 
investigations,  to  write  brief  notes  occupying  a  few  minutes 
in  delivery,  describing  any  useful  experience  obtained  or  ob- 
servations made  during  their  [ daily  round  of  duty.  Dispens- 
ing memoranda,  pharmaceutical  apparatus,  and  other  taking 
subjects  are  to  receive  special  attention  in  these  papers. 
The  day  of  meeting  has  been  changed  from  Wednesday  to 
Thursday,  so  that  on  every  Thursday  from  October  13  to 
December  15  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  some  sort,  the 
conversazione  taking  place  on  November  17.  The  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  prize  of  51.,  together  with  the  Association's  silver 
medal,  is  again  offered  for  the  best  essay  describing  practical 
researches,  discoveries,  and  improvements  in  pharmacy.  The 
secretaries  are  Mr.  E.  J.  Millard,  143  New  Bond  Street,  W., 
and  Mr.  E.  S.  Taylor,  78  Gracechurch  Street,  E  C. 


The  Trade  ^n  e^ort   *s    Demo  made   by  a  number  of 
in  African  LiverP0°l  merchants  to  develop  the  manufac- 
Indis-o      *ure  aQ<^  lmPor''  of  the  indigo  which  grows  in 
°  '     almost  every  part  of  the  West  African  coast. 
It  is  proposed  to  establish  factories  in  Africa  for  extracting 
the  dye,  and  with  this  object  skilled  labour  has  been  obtained 


from  India.  The  fact  that  the  African  plant  is  actually 
superior  in  dyeing  properties  to  that  of  India,  which  was 
long  known  to  experts,  came  prominently  under  notice  at 
the  recent  Indian  and  Colonial  Exhibition  at  South  Ken- 
sington, when  the  indigo  exhibited  in  the  Sierra  Leone  section 
attracted  universal  attention,  and  was  favourably  commented 
upon  by  many  experts,  some  of  whom  suggested  that  a  large 
trade  might  be  opened  up  in  the  West  African  article.  It  is 
argued  that  if  the  plant  is  as  rich  in  dye  as  it  is  reported  to 
be,  there  is  a  hopeful  field  for  enterprise.  In  Africa  it  grows 
wild,  whereas  in  India  it  has  to  be  laboriously  cultivated. 
Labour  is  infinitely  cheaper  in  Africa  than  in  India,  while 
the  cost  of  transit  would  be  materially  lower.  Now  the 
indigo  has  to  be  carried  by  railway  from  Tirhoot  to  Calcutta, 
and  thence  by  sea  to  London,  two  months  being  occupied  in 
transit.  From  Africa  the  produce  could  be  embarked  direct 
on  shipboard  and  landed  in  Liverpool  in  fourteen  days. 
Fine  violet  Bengal  indigo  now  sells  in  London  up  to  5s.  lOd. 
per  lb.,  a  large  proportion  of  which  price  is  represented  in 
the  cost  of  cultivating  the  plant  and  treating  the  leaves. 
The  expense  of  cultivation  being  obviated  in  Africa  from  the 
fact  that  the  plants  grow  wild,  and  labour  being  cheaper  in 
extracting  the  dye,  it  is  thought  that  the  African  indigo  may 
be  landed  in  Liverpool  at  a  substantially  lower  price  than 
now  obtains  in  the  market. 


A  Cataloaue  ^  ^ook  nas  receDt'y  been  issued  under  the 
of  Italian  ausPlces  or-  the  Italian  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Exporter*  Industry,  and  Commerce,  which  professes  to  be 
"  '  'a  Catalogue  of  Italian  Exporters.  The  object 
of  the  publication  is  presumably  to  further  the  interests  of 
Italian  trade,  and  to  impress  upon  foreigners  the  growth  of 
the  industry  of  the  country  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
This  progress  is  indeed  astonishing,  and  will  be  best 
understood  by  pointing  out  that  since  the  accomplishment  of 
Italian  unity  there  has  been  an  increase  of  75  per  cent,  in  the 
value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Kingdom.  The  value  of 
Italian  commerce  with  France  has  increased  two  and  a  half 
times,  with  Britain  one  and  a  half  times,  with  the  United 
States  five,  and  with  Belgium  to  four  and  a  half  times  since 
1862,  while  with  Germany  it  has  grown  one  hundred  and 
tenfold  !  Direct  business  relations  of  great  importance  have 
been  established  with  Africa  and  the  East,  while  Italian 
commerce  with  the  Levant  has  largely  expanded.  These 
figures  demonstrate  beyond  doubt  the  increasing  importance 
of  Italy  as  a  factor  in  the  world's  commerce,  while  the  mere 
publication  of  a  catalogue  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country 
by  one  of  the  Departments  of  Government,  in  the  French, 
English,  and  Spanish  languages,  speaks  well  for  the  enter- 
prise and  energy  of  the  Italians.  It  is  to  be  feared,  however, 
that  the  catalogue — at  any  rate  the  English  edition  of  it — 
will  do  but  little  to  advance  the  object  of  its  promoters. 
The  "  get  up  "  is  tasteful  enough.  The  printing  is  executed 
in  three  or  four  colours,  with  artistic  designs  and  elaborate 
initial  letters  scattered  over  the  pages  in  rich  profusion. 
But  of  useful  information  we  get  very  little  indeed,  while 
the  only  export  firms  to  which  a  place  has  been  accorded  in 
the  book  are  those  which  have  paid  for  the  privilege  by 
taking  space  in  the  advertising  columns.  In  the  chapter 
devoted  to  what  is  called  "  Pharmaceutic  products,"  the 
Italian  quinine  works  are  described  in  a  few  lines,  and  the 
manufacture  of  pharmaceutical  products  at  Milan  is  also 
touched  upon.  In  Northern  Italy  there  are  some  sixteen 
factories  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  castor  oil,  the  prin- 
cipal being  at  Legnago,  Verona,  Vicenza,  Brescia,  and  Turin. 
Italian  castor  oil  is  exported  in  large  quantities,  Paris  being 
its  principal  market.  The  raw  material  comes  partly  from 
the  castor  plant  cultures  in  the  Venetian  provinces,  and 
partly  from  India  and  the  coasts  of  Asia  Minor.  Soap  and 
candle  making  are  said  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  condition, 
while  there  are  in  the  country  a  great  number  of  small 
perfumery  manufactories,  but  their  exports  are  confined 
to  toilet  soaps  and  a  few  extracts  and  scents.  Genoa,  the 
Riviera,  and  Milan  are  the  centres  of  this  industry.  The 
scented  powders,  prepared  in^Florence  from  orris  root,  con- 
stitute an  industry  of  some  importance.  The  next  worst 
feature  to  the  meagreness  of  the  information  is  the  wretched 
English  in  which  the  catalogue  is  printed,  and  which  is  more 
worthy  of  a  hokey-pokey  man  than  of  a  Government  depart- 
ment. Under  "  Honey  and  Wax,"  for  instance,  we  read : — ' '  Bees 


458 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


[October  8,  1887. 


breeding  does  not  generally  constitutes  a  veritable  industry, 
as  it  is  greatly  fractioned,  each  apiarist  rarely  possessing 
more  than  a  few  couples  of  bee-hives,  the  honey  and  wax  of 
which,  not  having  any  use  for,  he  sells  to  the  nearest 
market."  On  page  55  it  is  pointed  out  that  a  manufacturer 
of  perfumery  makes  a  speciality  of  perfumes  "recommended 
to  ladies  who  prefer  acute  smells."  Similar  blunders  occur 
on  almost  every  page. 


The  Position  ^n  American  journal,  reviewing  the  market 
of  Balsams  Pos^on  °^  three  of  the  principal  varieties  of 
medicinal  balsams,  viz.,  copaiba,  tolu,  and 
Peruvian,  arrives  at  very  favourable  conclusions  as  regards 
the  prospects  of  the  two  former.  With  respect  to  copaiba 
balsam,  we  are  reminded  that  there  has  been  an  almost 
steady  depreciation  in  values  from  the  beginning  of  1882 
until  within  the  last  few  months.  The  average  price  of 
Central  American  copaiba  on  the  New  York  maket  fell  from 
53c.  in  1882,  to  43c.  in  1883,  40Ac.  in  1884,  35|c.  of  1885, 
and  34fc.  in  1886.  Since  the  middle  of  March  of  the  current 
year  there  has  been  a  gradual  improvement,  and  so  far  the 
average  price  of  Central  American  balsam  in  1887  may  be 
quoted  at  39^c.  per  lb.  This  improvement  is  said  to  be  due 
to  decreased  production,  caused  by  the  low  prices  of  several 
preceding  years.  The  American  imports  show  a  steady  fall- 
ing off,  and  other  centres  are  also  badly  provided.  London 
has  no  Tara  to  offer,  the  recent  arrivals  there  of  Maranham, 
by  way  of  Liverpool,  went  into  consumption,  and  old  stock 
is  held  for  such  high  rates  as  to  be  practically  out  of  the 
market.  Hamburg  is  badly  in  need  of  Maracaibo  balsam, 
and  has  no  stock  of  any  kind  to  offer  from  first  hands  except 
a  balsam  somewhat  similar  to  Para,  which  comes  from 
Bahia.  Just  now  the  consumption  of  copaiba  is  moderate, 
but  the  season  of  greatest  demand  begins  in  January,  and 
when  that  time  comes  it  is  believed  that  prices  will 
rule  much  higher.  Balsam  tolu  has  a  large  and  increas- 
ing consumption  in  America,  but  the  arrivals  have  been  con- 
siderable and  have  prevented  any  improvement  in  prices  until 
very  recently,  when,  owing  to  the  concentration  of  supplies 
in  few  hands,  the  tendency  has  again  been  upward.  The 
average  New  York  price  was  48c.  in  1883,  40|c.  in  1884, 
36c.  in  1885,  33|c.  in  1886,  and,  so  far,  33ic.  in  1887.  The 
imports  of  tolu  balsam  into  the  United  States  continue  to  be 
large,  probably  because  the  supplies  which  formerly  came 
direct  to  London  now  go  there;  but  at  the  same  time  the 
consumption  more  than  keeps  pace  with  the  supply,  and 
higher  prices  are  confidently  anticipated,  especially  as  the 
use  of  the  article  in  chewing-gum  manufacture  is  very  largely 
on  the  increase.  The  consumption  of  Peruvian  balsam,  on 
the  other  hand,  has  been  on  the  wane  for  several  years.  Its 
use  for  surgical  dressings  has  been  usurped  by  other  drugs, 
and  its  consumption  for  other  purposes  is  comparatively 
unimportant  in  America,  while  the  low  prices  and  curtailed 
demand  do  not  appear  to  have  put  a  check  upon  production. 
In  1882  the  average  price  for  this  balsam  was  $3.92,  the 
following  year  it  was  $2.71,  and  for  the  three  years 
1884,  1885,  and  1886,  the  average  quotations  were  $1,92, 
$1.54,  and  $1.33  respectively.  Since  the  beginning  of 
1887  there  has  been  a  considerable  decline,  though  at  one 
time,  when  the  dealers  in  Hamburg  began  to  buy  up  all  of 
the  stock  within  reach,  it  seemed  probable  that  a  sharp  re- 
covery would  set  in.  But  the  Hamburg  merchants  were 
compelled  to  abandon  their  venture,  by  finding  the  available 
stock  was  much  larger  than  they  had  any  idea  of,  and  at  the 
present  time  Peruvian  balsam  is  procurable  in  America,  at 
$1.05  per  lb.,  the  lowest  price  of  which  there  is  any  record. 

Chilblains. — One  of  the  best  remedies  is  a  very  strong 
solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  say  1  in  4.  It  may  be  coloured, 
scented,  or  otherwise  disguised. — Heeler. 

Iron  and  Quinine  Tonic. — The  most  presentable  form 
of  iron  and  quinine  tonic  is  made  by  the  following 
formula :  — 

Terri  cit.  c.  quin  3j. 

Sp.  chlorof.   3j. 

Acid,  hydrobrom.  dil  3j. 

Aq.  dest  Jvj. 

M.  and  filter  after  twenty-four  hours. 

Heder. 


HOW  OUR  SCHOOL  OF  PHARMACY  GREW. 


{By  a  Sheffield  Correspondent .) 

ABOUT  four  years  ago  a  few  of  the  leading  spirits  among 
the  then  junior  pharmacists  of  our  town  (all  being  aliens 
by  the  way)  mooted  the  idea  of  a  mutual  improvement  class 
as  likely  to  prove  of  benefit  to  themselves  and  to  others  of  their 
kind.  It  was  thought  that  the  discussion,  in  a  free-and-easy 
sort  of  way,  of  subjects  of  pharmaceutical  study  would  surely 
bear  some  fruit,  if  only  small ;  that  habits  of  observation  and 
study  might  be  fostered  ;  and,  not  least,  that  feelings  of  good 
fellowship  and  friendly  sympathy  would  arise  and  help  bind 
together  future  members  of  our  calling.  Well,  a  canvass  of 
the  shops  was  made,  and  the  result  was  that  the  idea  took,  a 
dozen  or  more  of  the  assistants  and  apprentices  expressing 
their  willingness  to  join  the  proposed  class.  The  next  step 
was  to  draw  up  a  request  to  the  council  of  the  local  associa- 
tion for  the  use  of  their  room  on  two  evenings  per  week. 
Leave  being  readily  granted  on  condition  that  the  students 
became  associates  of  the  society,  work  was  commenced  forth- 
with ;  a  president  and  secretary  were  elected,  an  initial  fee 
of  Is.  per  member  levied,  and  a  plan  of  study  laid  down.  The 
method  adopted  was  to  take  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  the 
text-book,  and,  commencing  with  acacire  gummi,  proceed 
straight  through  the  volume.  All  attending  the  class  were 
expected  to  have  read  up  the  subjects  for  discussion  previ- 
ously ;  one  student  read  aloud  the  official  description  and 
tests  of  some  substance,  afterwards  making  remarks  upon 
such  points  as  occurred  to  him,  and  writing  equations  on  the 
blackboard  if  necessary ;  then  the  rest  in  turn  added  their 
comments  until  the  subjects  (or  the  students)  were  exhausted. 
So  the  session  wore  on  pretty  evenly,  and  the  work  was 
stuck  to  in  a  way  that,  considering  its  comparative  uninter- 
estingness,  was  truly  marvellous.  A  glowing  report  was  read 
by  the  honorary  secretary  at  the  close,  and  every  one  was 
self-satisfied  and  happy.  That  the  finances  were  in  a  favour- 
able condition  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  a  balance  of 
5s.  Q\d.  was  left  out  of  an  income  of  15s.  after  paying  all 
expenses.  One  unexpected  result  of  the  formation  of  the 
class  was  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  youngsters  used  to 
put  in  an  appearance  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  mother 
association,  and  soon  outdid  the  full-blown  members  in  their 
zeal  for  the  progress  of  pharmacy.  They  sometimes  caught 
their  masters  tripping  too,  upon  one  occasion  in  particular. 
There  was  a  question-box  into  which  written  queries  might 
be  put,  and  after  other  business  was  concluded  this  was 
emptied  by  an  official  who  read  aloud  what  was  written, 
when  those  present  propounded  replies  and  explanations  if 
they  had  any.  At  the  outset  of  the  class  someone  wanted  to 
know  why  gum  was  officially  called  "  acacire  gummi "  (both 
words  in  the  genitive  apparently),  and  he  put  his  difficulty  on 
paper  in  the  box.  A  fellow-student  told  him  that  gummi  was 
an  indeclinable  noun,  and  set  his  mind  at  rest,  but  he  forgot 
(maybe  purposely)  to  remove  the  paper  from  the  box.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  learned  and  scientific  pharmacists  next 
met  they  found  this  nut  waiting  to  be  cracked.  They  all 
looked  grave  and  dubious  when  they  heard  it  read,  whilst 
their  pupils  smiled  and  nudged  each  other.  Then  the  fun 
began.  After  various  far-fetched  reasons  were  ventured  and 
vain  attempts  were  made  to  recall  the  lost  Latinity,  one 
worthy  individual  thought  it  was  quite  simple,  "  for,"  said  he, 
"is  not  the  nominative  gummum  "  ?  This  provoked  a  more 
audible  smile,  and  was  doubted  by  his  neighbour,  who  referred 
the  "ycung  men"  to  their  dictionaries,  whereupon  their 
spokesman  said  they  already  knew  all  about  it  and  only 
wished  to  discover  if  their  seniors  did  also  ! 

This  first  session  concluded  at  the  end  of  May,  and  early 
in  September  a  fresh  start  was  made  with  a  quarter  of  a 
hundred  names  on  the  books.  It  was  decided  to  vary  the 
proceedings  somewhat  from  the  early  plan.  On  one  night 
only  in  each  week  would  a  meeting  be  held,  and  the  scope 
of  study  was  more  limited.  Some  one  would  undertake  to 
prepare  the  lesson  for  next  night,  and  came  fully  primed  on 
perhaps  half-a-dozen  drugs  in  the  organic  materia  medica, 
together  with  their  preparations.  He  questioned  the  others 
on  their  acquaintance  with  these,  and  talked  of  sources, 
methods,  and  doses.  Maybe  the  reading  of  some  prescrip- 
tions followed.  On  other  nights  the  room  was  open,  so  that 
the  library  and  museum  might  be  utilised.    When  a  far- 
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seeiDg  and  most  generous  employer  presented  a  complete  set 
of  B.P.  galenicals  in  proper  bottles  there  was  joy  supreme  in 
the  bosoms  of  youDg  aspirants  for  fame.  Those  who  desired 
practice  in  chemical  analysis  went  to  the  laboratory  of  an 
experienced  analyst  every  week,  and  did  their  best  to  master 
that  art.  As  the  spring  came  on  a  small  committee  of  two 
organised  themselves  as  plant  collectors  to  the  class,  and 
scoured  the  country  round  on  the  afternoons  preceding  the 
meetings  in  search  of  Nature's  darlings.  Then  a  practical 
examination  of  their  spoil  took  the  place  of  drier  topics,  and 
formed  an  agreeable  change.  Sometimes  their  number  was 
augmented  on  these  expeditions,  and  report  sayeth  that  the 
outiDgs  were  enjoyed  exceedingly,  whilst  the  self-sacrifice 
of  the  committee  was  well  repaid — indeed,  so  engrossing 
did  their  study  of  the  plant  world  become,  that  they  did  not 
reach  home,  on  occasions,  till  far  past  the  proper  time,  and 
the  other  studious  youths  went  vegetable- less  for  the  nonce. 
Of  course  it  was  a  false  and  envious  libel  that  charged  them 
with  neglecting  their  self-imposed  duties  at  such  times,  and 
making  merry  in  ways  that  pharmacy  knows  not. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  second  peiiod  of  self-education, 
the  devotion  of  the  leaders  of  the  movement  obtained  recog- 
nition at  the  hands  of  the  council,  who  determined  hence- 
forth to  undertake  the  training  of  the  embryo  pharmacists 
in  a  systematic  fashion.  "  The  gods  help  those  that  help 
themselves,"  we  are  taught,  and  now  the  local  gods  were 
awakened,  and  came  to  help  us.  A  larger  room  was  pro- 
vided, the  library  and  museum  enlarged  and  re-arranged, 
whilst  benches  were  set  up  for  the  practical  study  of  che- 
mistry. Then  a  syllabus  was  drawn  up  and  printed,  the 
tidings  wafted  far  and  near;  so  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  winter,  our  "  School  of  Pharmacy  "  was  in  full  swing. 
The  teachers,  fully  qualified  and  drawn  from  the  primitive 
class,  found  an  abundance  of  students  hungry  for  knowledge 
of  their  art  and  its  kindred  sciences,  and  all  went  merry  as  a 
wedding-bell.  The  dangers  of  parturition  safely  avoided, 
thanks  to  experienced  and  watchful  accoucheurs,  the  new- 
born younker  thrived  amazingly,  and  his  growth  was  rapid. 

A  master  in  pharmacy  of  world-wide  fame  distributed  the 
prizes  to  the  successful  examinees  of  this  session,  and  advised 
them  and  their  less  fortunate  fellows  wisely  and  full  well  at 
the  opening  of  another  term  of  study.  Again  growth  con- 
tinued, more  benches  were  reeded  and  provided,  until,  at 
length,  space  was  found  too  limited  once  more. 

So  ends  this  strange,  eventful  history  thus  far.  Several  of 
the  students  have  qualified  themselves  at  Bloomsbury  Square, 
others  can  teach  their  elders  a  thing  or  two,  and  the  present 
session  bids  fair  to  outdo  past  ones.  The  parent  society  is 
content  to  be  overshadowed  by  its  lusty  offspring,  for  the 
success  of  the  school  is  our  first  care,  and  contributors  to  the 
proceedings  of  our  monthly  evening  meetings  are  welcomed 
in  proportion  to  the  interest  of  their  communications  to  the 
students.  Another  session  will  soon  begin,  and  high  jinks 
are  anticipated  on  the  occasion.  A  high  and  mightiness  will 
join  us  (for  this  night  only),  and  much  butter  will  doubtless 
be  spread ;  whilst  the  proud  sense  of  gratification  that  will 
be  felt  by  local  magnates  at  the  ensuing  banquet  is  unques- 
tionable. Our  president's  address  will  surely  be  a  master- 
piece, for  his  ideas  are  large,  his  expression  exceeding  clear, 
and  his  sympathies  cosmopolitan. 


THE    THERAPEUTICAL   WORK    OF    THE  INTERNA- 
TIONAL MEDICAL  CONGRESS  AT  WASHINGTON. 


A CORRESPONDENT  who  was  present  sends  us  the  follow- 
ing summary  of  the  papers  presented  to  the  Therapeu- 
tical Section  of  the  Washington  Medical  Congress. 

After  the  introductory  address  by  the  President  of  the 
Section,  Dr.  J.  M.  Carter,  of  Wankegan,  111.,  presented  a 
synopsis  of  the  medical  botany  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  140  orders,  620  genera,  and  over  1,300  species  were 
described.  The  study  of  these  is  much  simplified  by  the 
knowledge  that  the  different  species  of  the  same  plant 
resemble  each  other  in  therapeutic  effect,  differing  principally 
in  degree.  There  are  similar  differences  in  the  same  species 
according  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  plants  are  grown. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Steward  read  a  paper  advocating  governmental 
supervision  over  novel  therapeutic  agents,  and  the  placing  of 
some  restraint  over  the  commercial  enterprise  of  drug  manu- 


facturers, who,  he  said,  introduced  new  drugs  at  extortionate 
prices.  He  also  denounced  the  proprietary  medicine  business 
as  an  abuse  of  the  copyright  privilege.  He  suggested  the 
establishment  of  a  bureau  for  the  examination  of  proposed 
new  remedies,  proprietary  or  otherwise,  by  the  Government, 
and  to  include  a  supervision  over  the  entire  drug  supply  of 
the  country. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  Congress  should  pass  a  resolu- 
tion calling  on  the  Government  to  give  adequate  means  and 
energy  to  the  botanical  work  at  present  carried  on  under  the 
department  of  geology.  Dr.  Steward  pointed  out  that  the 
so-called  patent  medicines  were  not  and  could  not  be  patented, 
they  being  sold  under  a  misapplication  of  the  copyright  law. 

Hyduiodate  of  Ethylmoephink. 

Dr.  Stockman,  of  Edinburgh,  read  a  paper  dealing  with 
some  experiments  made  by  himself  and  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  on 
changes  in  action  resulting  from  various  modifications  in  the 
constitution  of  morphine.  The  facts  stated  were  much 
similar  to  what  were  recently  communicated  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Conference.  The  composition  and  properties 
of  a  body  first  obtained  in  1854  by  acting  on  morphine  with 
methyliodide,  which  has  been  called  the  "  Hydriodate  of 
ethylmorphine,"  were  discussed.  This  body  is  now  regarded 
as  an  addition  product,  the  iodide  of  methyl  (CH,I)  being 
simply  tacked  on  to  the  morphine  molecule.  It  was  shown 
as  far  back  as  1869  by  Crum  Brown  and  Fraser  that  the 
effect  of  this  body  is  similar  to  that  of  curare.  It  has  been 
remarked  that  the  substitution  of  methyl  for  hydrogen  in  an 
alkaloid  causes  the  latter  to  act  like  curare,  no  matter  what 
its  original  action  may  have  been. 

Methylmorphine  and  ethylmorphine  were  described. 

Acetylmorphine,  C]7Hls(C,H:jO)N03,  and  diacetylmorphine, 
C]7Hls(C2H30)oN03,  have  a  similar  action  to  the  two  preceding 
bodies;  that  is,  they  produce  narcosis  in  very  small  doses, 
which  is  followed  by  tetanus  when  larger  doses  are  given. 

A  paper  was  read  from  Dr.  George  Armstrong  Atkinson, 
on  the  chemistry  of  pharmacology  of  the  nitrites  and  of 
nitroglycerine.  He  pointed  out  that  their  knowledge  of  the 
action  of  the  nitrite  group  was  chiefly  derived  from  a  study 
of  the  effects  produced  by  nitrite  of  amy].  Its  effects  were 
summed  up  as  a  paralyser  of  muscular  tissue,  non-striated 
muscle  being  affected  less  quickly  than  striated.  In  mam- 
mals the  blood  became  of  a  chocolate  colour  and  the 
temperature  was  slightly  lowered.  Death  occurred  in  frogs 
from  cessation  of  respiration.  Three  grains  of  sodium  nitrite 
was  a  fatal  dose  for  a  rabbit  weighing  three  pounds,  and  in 
man  eight  grains  gave  rise  to  very  maikedand  uncomfortable 
symptoms.  Small  doses  increase  the  flow  of  urine,  large 
doses  always  diminished  it. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  Dr.  Murrell  advised  the 
use  of  a  1-per-cent.  solution  of  nitroglycerine  in  preference 
to  the  other  methods  of  administration.  He  had  used  it  with 
success  in  cases  of  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  nerve,  surgical 
shock,  asthma  (spasmodic  and  cardiac),  and  reflex  neuroses. 


Dr.  Julius  Guezda,  of  Berlin,  read  a  paper  on  some  observa- 
tions he  had  made  on  the  poison  of  the  cobra.  The  poison 
is  soluble  in  water,  but  not  in  alcohol  or  ether,  its  activity  is 
lost  by  boiling.  The  poison  is  contained  in  an  albuminous 
fluid,  but  its  chemical  construction  has  not  as  yet  been  made 
out.  It  is  poisonous  when  applied  to  mucous  surfaces  even 
when  not  abraded.  When  injected  into  the  circulation  the 
blood-pressure  was  at  first  increased  and  the  spectrum  of  the 
blood  was  characteristic.  Death  resulted  in  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  from  failure  of  respiration.  So  far  no  reliable 
antidote  has  been  discovered. 

In  the  discussion  Dr.  Woodbury,  of  Philadelphia,  pointed 
out  that  in  the  light  of  recent  researches,  snake-poison  would 
appear  to  consist  of  two  substances,  one  probably  of  the 
nature  of  a  peptone.  Ammonia  and  alcohol  were  of  use 
where  small  quantities  had  been  absorbed,  but  nothing  was 
of  avail  where  the  quantity  was  large. 


Dr.  John  U.  Upobus,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  read  a  paper  on 
the  emmenagogue  action  of  the  manganese  preparations,  his 
conclusion  beirig  that  when  the  menstrual  derangement  was 
due  to  functional  and  not  mechanical  or  obstructive  causes,, 
good  results  might  be  obtained. 
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Scientific  Dotes : 

On  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  Botany,  Materia  Mcdica,  %c, 
Original,  Selected,  and  Translated. 


Shikimic  Acid. 

This  is  the  name  given  by  Professor  Eijkman  to  an  acid 
■which  he  has  extracted  from  the  fruit  of  Illioium  religiosium 
(Japanese  star  anise).  Its  formula  is  C7H10O5,  it  is  soluble 
in  alcohol  and  ether,  insoluble  in  chloroform  and  benzene, 
and  is  isomeric  with  the  anhydride  of  quinic  acid. 

New  Manganese  Oxides. 

De.  Feanke  has  succeeded  in  preparing  a  crystalline 
oxide  of  manganese  with  the  formula  Mn5Os.  The  oxide  is 
made  from  a  double  sulphate  of  manganese  and  potash  by 
treating  it  with  water,  and  it  consists  of  yellow  tabular 
plates,  which,  when  purified,  loses  their  brilliancy  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  The  same  investigator  has  succeeded  in 
making  also  a  gaseous  oxide  whose  formula  is  MnO,. 

USTILAGINE. 

The  active  principle  of  Ustilayo  maydis  is  white  and  has 
a  bitter  taste.  It  is  soluble  in  ether,  alcohol,  and  water. 
Its  salts  are  also  soluble  in  water.  When  treated  with 
concentrated  sulphuric  acid  the  alkaloid  dissolves,  the  solu- 
tion assuming  a  maroon  colour  which  gradually  fades  into 
an  intense  green ;  and  with  a  solution  of  perchloride  of  iron 
a  deep  yellow  colour  is  produced.  The  alkaloid  has,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  C.  J.  Rademaker,  the  same  physiological  action 
as  ergot. 

Platinic  Chloride. 

Amongst  the  impurities  of  this  and  of  auric  chloride 
usually  noted  in  textbooks  is  excess  of  hydrochloric  acid,  but 
no  allusion  is  made  to  nitric  acid.  Specimens  contaminated 
with  this  acid  are  frequently  met  with  in  the  platinum  salt. 
The  impurity  is  highly  objectionable  in  certain  quantitative 
operations  in  analytical  chemistry.  It  is  advisable  to  test  for 
this  radical ;  if  present,  it  can  be  got  rid  of  by  evaporating 
the  aqueous  solution  of  the  platinic  chloride,  in  the  presence 
of  hydrochloric  acid,  to  dryness  once  or  twice. 

Euphoebia  Gum  as  a  Rdbbee  Substitute. 

Up  to  a  comparatively  recent  date  small  parcels  of  this 
gum  have  occasionally  appeared  on  the  market,  but  for  some 
time  rubber  manufacturers  could  not  succeed  in  satisfac- 
torily making  use  of  it.  At  last,  however,  a  method  has  been 
discovered  which  renders  the  gum  available  for  mixing  with 
various  kinds  of  indiarubber  to  the  extent  of  50  per  cent. 
A  piece  of  vulcanised  rubber  containing  50  per  cent,  of  the 
euphorbia  gum  has  been  tested  for  some  time  in  an  exposed 
position  on  a  roof,  and  it  has  kept  better  than  a  similarly 
exposed  piece  of  ordinary  pure  (vulcanised)  rubber.  Mixed 
with  gutta-percha  it  prevents  the  latter  becoming  brittle. 
Washers  made  with  30  per  cent,  of  this  gum  and  vulcanised 
rubber  stand  well  and  retain  their  elasticity.  Tubing  for  sup- 
porting high  pressures  is  far  less  likely  to  split  and  crack 
when  a  proper  quantity  of  euphorbia  gum  is  employed. 

Peessuee  Influencing  Chemical  Change. 

A  steiking  experiment  was  lately  made  by  Dr.  Spring,  in 
conjunction  with  Dr.  Van't  Hoff  (ZeitscJirift  f  ur  physikalische 
Chemie,  i.  5).  In  the  course  of  a  study  of  chemical 
dynamics  these  workers  found  that  the  blue-coloured  double 
acetate  of  copper  and  calcium,  (C2H30,).,Ca(Ju  .  8H20, 
is  perfectly  stable  at  atmospheric  pressure  up  to  75° ; 
above  this  temperatue  it  is  decomposed  into  its  constituent 
acetates,  three-quarters  of  its  water  of  crystallisation  being 
set  free.  This  decomposition  is  attended  with  contraction 
in  volume,  and  the  salts  dissolve  in  the  liberated  water.  The 
solid  double  acetate  was  also  submitted  to  a  pressure  of 
7,000  atmospheres,  at  a  temperature  of  40°,  when  decompo- 
sition of  the  salt  was  effected,  the  separated  constituent  salts 
spurted  from  every  joint  of  the  apparatus,  and  on  releasing 
the  pressure  the  re-solidified  mass  was  found  to  be  a  mixture 
of  the  white  calcium  and  the  green  copper  salts. 


Amidogen. 

The  hitherto  hypothetical  hydride  of  nitrogen  (NH2)2  or 
amidogen,  has  recently  been  prepared  by  Dr.  Theodor  Curtis. 
It  is  a  gas,  perfectly  stable  up  to  a  very  high  temperature,  of 
a  peculiar  odour,  exceedingly  soluble  in  water,  and  of  basic 
properties.  It  was  made  from  a  new  diazo-fatty  acid.  This 
on  treatment  with  sulphuric  acid  yielded  a  crystalline  sub- 
stance which  was  found  to  be  sulphate  of  amidogen  (NH.,)2 
LT2SO.,,  and  on  warming  this  salt  with  potash  solution 
the  free  diamide  (NH2),  was  expelled  as  a  gas,  which 
changed  red  litmus  into  blue,  and  rendered  itself  evident  by 
its  irritating  odour.  The  gas  possessed  energetic  reducing 
properties,  reducing  Fehling's  and  ammoniacal  silver  solutions 
in  the  cold,  gave  a  dense  red  precipitate  with  neutral  copper 
sulphate,  and  formed  crystalline  compounds  with  aromatic 
aldehydes  and  ketones. 

Eed  Clovee. 

Pied  Clovee  (mentioned  in  a  recent  article  on  proprietary 
medicines)  is  a  biennial  plant  indigenous  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  flowering  during  the  summer.  The  blos- 
soms are  the  parts  used.  Both  yellow  and  white  clovers  have 
been  employed  as  therapeutic  agents,  and  when  boiled  with 
lard  yield  an  ointment  reputed  to  be  peculiarly  efficacious  in 
all  kinds  of  ulcers.  Internally  it  is  sedative,  anodyne,  and 
antispasmodic.  It  is  chiefly  employed  in  spasmodic  coughs, 
like  that  of  whooping  cough  and  the  cough  of  measles. 
Irritable  states  of  thelarnyx,  bronchial  and  pulmonary  organs 
are  often  relieved  by  the  drug,  but  the  conditions  in  which  it 
is  specially  indicated  have  not  yet  been  thoroughly  defined. 
It  has  also  been  claimed  to  be  of  great  value  taken  internally 
as  a  blood-cleanser,  and  as  a  cure  for  cancer.  Locally  it 
possesses  a  peculiar,  soothing  property,  and  is  an  efficient 
detergent,  promoting  healthy  granulations ;  which  properties 
cause  it  to  be  employed  in  ill-conditioned  ulcers  of  various 
kinds  (particularly  of  carcinomatous  origin),  burns,  &c.  Dose 
internally,  1  to  10  minims  of  the  fluid  extract. 

Fbiedeich's  New  Meecuey-pump. 
Theee  are  at  present  two  distinct  systems  of  mercury- 
pumps  in  use,  viz.,  the  Giessler  and  the  Sprengel ;  the 
Sprengel  is  well  known  as  giving  a  much  higher  vacuum  than 
it  is  possible  to  obtain  with  any  other  pump,  but  its  action  is 
too  slow  when  large  receivers  have  to  be  exhausted.  The 
Giessler  pump  and  its  various  modifications  are  much  quicker 
in  their  action,  but  they  all  have  some  drawbacks,  such  as  a 
number  of  stopcocks,  or  long  fragile  tubes  which  are  liable  to 
get  broken.  Fiiedrich's  new  pump  is  on  the  Giessler  system, 
and  though  it  does  not  claim  to  remove  all  the  disadvantages 
possessed  by  the  others,  yet  it  succeeds,  by  means  of  a  novel 
stopcock,  in  effecting  several  improvements  and  simplifying 
the  manipulation.  The  stopcock  referred  to  is  a  three-way 
one,  but  instead  of  the  two  borings  going  straight  through 
the  stopper,  they  lie  oblique  to  its  axis,  and  thus  the  gradual 
formation  of  the  groove  between  collar  and  stopper  is 
avoided,  and  a  much  more  perfect  joint  secured,  a  very  good 
vacuum  can  quickly  be  obtained,  and,  owing  to  its  simplicity, 
the  price  of  this  pump  is  less  than  that  of  any  similar  one, 
which  is  another  point  in  its  favour. — Chemical  News. 

The  Tempeeatuees  at  which  Vaeious  Sulphates 
undeego  Decomposition. 

A  PAPEE  on  this  subject  was  recently  communicated  to  the 
Chemical  Society  by  G.  H.  Bailey,  D  Sc.  On  account  of  the 
use  which  is  frequently  made  of  sulphates  in  atomic  weight 
determinations,  it  is  important  to  ascertain  to  what  tempera- 
ture they  can  be  heated  without  undergoing  decomposition, 
as  it  is  necessary  to  apply  heat  in  order  to  dehydrate  and 
expel  adherent  acid.  The  author  heats  the  sulphate  con- 
taining excess  of  acid,  in  an  apparatus  which  he  has  pre- 
viously described,  at  a  known  temperature — say  360° — 
till  of  constant  weight ;  the  temperature  is  then  raised,  and 
the  heating  continued.  For  a  considerable  range  of  tempe- 
rature the  weight  remains  constant,  but  a  point  is  ultimately 
reached  at  which  further  loss  of  weight  occurs,  indicating 
that  the  temperature  has  been  reached  at  which  the  normal 
sulphate  decomposes.  Zinc  sulphate  begins  to  decompose 
at  410°,  bismuth  sulphate  at  405° ;  lead,  magnesium,  and 
sodium  sulphates  are  stable  up  to  500°  at  least.  The  be- 
haviour of  didymium  sulphate  is  quite  different  from  that  of 
the  other  sales,  and  the  limits  of  temperature  within  which 
it  is  stable  are  not  sharply  defined. 
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Jfjotehjn  autr  Colonial 

The  Largest  Soda  Works  in  Eussia  are  those  of 
Messrs.  Y.  Lubimoff  &  Co.,  in  the  Ural  district,  near  Soli- 
kamsk, where  the  ammonia  process,  for  which  they  have 
bought  the  rights  from  M.  Solvay,  is  exclusively  used.  These 
works  have  turned  out  annually  about  11,300  tons  of  caustic 
soda ;  but  having  been  recently  enlarged  and  an  output  of 
24,200  tons  is  expected  for  this  year.  The  same  firm  have 
bought  a  site  at  Ekaterinoslav,  where  they  propose  to  erect  a 
second  establishment,  to  turn  out  about  16,000  tons  of  caustic 
soda  per  year,  also  by  the  ammonia  process ;  so  that  they 
will  be  able  to  put  40,000  tons  of  soda  annually  upon  the 
Eussian  market. —  O.,  P.,  Jy  B.  Pep. 

Citric  Acid  Manufacture  in  America. — There  is  at 
present  one  manufactory  of  citric  acid  in  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  now,  we  hear,  in  contemplation  to  erect  a  second 
one  at  Newark,  N.J.  The  new  works  are  said  to  be  under 
the  control  of  a  German  house.  The  import  duty  on  citric 
acid  in  the  United  States  is  now  10  cents  per  lb. 

Cinchona  Cultivation  in  Brazil.— Some  time  ago  we 
announced  that  efforts  were  being  made  to  induce  the 
Brazilian  Government  to  take  up  the  cultivation  of  cinchona. 
We  now  hear  that  the  Brazilian  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has 
divided  a  quantity  of  calisaya  seed  among  planters  in  the 
province  of  Eio.  The  municipality  of  Santa  Maria  Mag- 
dalena,  also  in  the  same  province,  are  to  receive  a  special 
assortment  of  seed,  and  will  at  once  turn  their  attention  to 
cinchona  planting. 

Italian  Pharmaceutical  Society. — Steps  are  being 
taken  to  establish  a  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  Italy  under 
the  title  "  Associazione  farmaceutica  nazionale."  Professor 
Vitali,  in  Bologna,  is  taking  the  initiative  in  the  matter,  and 
as  soon  as  1,000  pharmacists  have  signified  their  intention  to 
become  members  the  society  will  be  officially  established. 
The  questions  which  are  likely  to  engage  attention  in  the 
first  instance  are  those  of  pharmaceutical  education  and  the 
position  of  chemists'  assistants. 

Two  New  Vegetable  Perfumes  are  said  to  have  lately 
become  articles  of  commerce.  One  of  these  is  a  kind  of  xylopia 
from  the  province  of  Chiiigui  in  Costa  Rica.  The  odour  closely 
resembles  that  of  Canaga  odorata,  and  the  flowers  are  now 
used,  like  those  of  that  plant,  in  the  manufacture  of  ylang- 
ylang.  The  other  is  Earned  ouco,  and  is  the  highly  odoriferous 
blossom  of  a  kind  of  acacia-tree  which  is  found  in  Central 
Africa,  and  which  Serpa  Pinto  was  the  first  to  describe.  The 
ovco  flowers  are  brought  down  the  Cubangin  river  for  sale ; 
they  cover  the  trees  on  which  they  grow  with  such  profusion 
that  they  fill  the  atmosphere  with  the  overpowering  richness 
of  their  scent. 

$  Cinchona  Plantations  in  the  Netherlands. — In 
its  last  issue  the  O.,  P.,  #  B.  Reporter  devotes  a  note  to  these 
remarkable  plantations,  the  existence  of  which,  we  venture 
to  say,  will  be  a  revelation  to  persons  outside  the  O.,  P.,  B. 
office.  It  seems  that  the  plantations  beloDg  to  the  Dutch 
Government,  and  are  shortly  to  be  put  up  for  sale.  The 
O.  P.,  Jy  B.  should  give  some  particulars  about  the  spot  where 
the  plantations  are  situated.  Are  they  to  be  found  on  the 
highlands  encircling  the  Zuider  Zee,  or,  perhaps,  on  the 
Alpine  ranges  which  frown  upon  the  city  of  Rotterdam  ?  We 
always  imagined  that  cinchona  would  only  grow  at  an  alti- 
tude of  several  thousand  feet;  perhaps  the  O.,  P.,  % D.  will 
point  out  where  that  elevation  is  to  be  found  in  the  Nether- 
lands. 

The  Swiss  Chemical  Industry. — The  Swiss  Customs 
tariff  of  1885,  which  reduced  by  one- half  the  entry  duty 
collectible  on  nearly  all  chemical  products,  has  caused  great 
loss  to  domestic  manufacturers  in  this  branch  of  industry,  by 
opening  the  door  to  German  chemicals,  especially  sulphuric 
acid,  which  is  now  brought  into  Switzerland  by  rail,  not  in 
carboys  as  formerly,  but  in  cars  specially  constructed  for  the 
purpose,  and  somewhat  similar  to  American  petroleum-cars, 
with  wrought-iron  cylinders  of  about  10  tons  capacity  each. 
In  1886  alone,  Germany  sent  to  Switzerland  no  less  than 
52,O0OZ.  worth  of  aniline  colours  and  oils.  Moreover,  the 
decline  in  the  silk  industry,  affecting  silk  dyeing  and  printing, 
has  also  had  its  appreciable  influence  upon  the  demand 
for  Swiss  chemical  products. 


Notice  to  Retail  Buyers :— It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  t/iis 
section  are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cetses  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable,  even  for 
manufacturing  put  poses. 

It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is 
very  wide. 

42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  October  6. 

BUSINESS  has  been  rather  quiet  this  week,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  public  sales  have  been  of  little  interest, 
with  some  few  exceptions.  The  most  notable  of  these  was 
when  the  53,000  oz.  quinine,  the  projected  sale  of  which  had 
been  the  principal  topic  of  comment  in  the  drug  trade,  were 
reached  at  to-day's  drug  sales.  The  room  was  crowded  with 
interested  parties,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  auctions  the 
quinine  sale  formed  the  engrossing  subject  of  conversation. 
The  prices  established  to-day  mark  a  decided  decline  of, 
say,  at  least  2d.  per  oz.  Besides  quinine,  citric  acid  is  also 
lower,  but  a  firmer  tone  prevails  for  mercury.  Olive  oil  is 
still  tending  higher,  and  shellac  remains  steady,  though 
with  a  bias  in  buyers'  favour.  Cape  and  Curacao  aloes  are 
weak.  Russian  anise  is  cheaper,  as  are  also  cardamoms, 
calumba,  gum  elemi,  gem  bezoin,  and  vanilla.  Ylang-ylang 
sold  at  extraordinarily  cheap  rates,  and  oil  of  patchouli 
appears  somewhat  less  firm.  The  advance  in  ergot  of  rye 
has  made  further  progress.  Balsam  copaiba  and  Canada 
tend  higher,  honey  and  certain  varieties  of  gum  arabic  have 
advanced,  and  ipecacuanha  has  partly  recovered  the  last 
decline.  Tamarinds  are  dearer,  and  the  price  of  senna  is 
very  well  maintained. 


Mr.  B.  Kiihn,  the  agent  for  the  Milan  Quinine  Woiks, 
writes  us,  at  the  request  of  his  principals,  that  the  statement 
in  our  Trade  Report  of  October  1  referring  to  a  drawback  of 
10  lire  which  is  said  to  be  granted  on  all  quinine  exported  by 
the  Milan  Works  is  unfounded.  The  statement  was  not,  as  Mr. 
Kiihn  appears  to  think,  given  on  our  authority,  but  on  that 
of  the  commercial  committee  of  the  American  Wholesale 
Druggists'  Association,  but  we  nevertheless  willingly  give 
publicity  to  the  contradiction. 


Acid  (Citric)  is  still  declining.  A  fair  business  is  stated 
to  have  taken  place  for  export,  and  it  is  said  that  parcels 
changed  hands  at  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.,  although  Is.  8d.  is  nominally 
quoted. 

Acid  (Tartaric)  in  fair  demand  at  Is.  Q\d.  per  lb.  for 
Foreign.    English  acid  nominally  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Almedina. — Under  this  name  ten  bags  of  a  fruit  not 
known  in  the  drug  trade  were  offered  and  bought  in,  no  bid 
being  forthcoming,  at  Qd.  per  lb.  The  drug  is  imported  by 
way  of  Lisbon,  and  appears  in  the  form  of  rather  hard 
balls,  with  a  yellowish  skin  and  pale  yellow  interior. 

Aloes. — Cape  aloes  are  weak  and  tending  lower.  At 
to-day's  auctions  a  limited  supply  was  offered  and  partly  sold 
at  23s.  6d.  to  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  rather  dark  to  good  hard, 
partly  drossy;  22 «.  for  medium,  and  18s.  to  20s  per  cwt.  for 
partly  soft,  partly  overheated  aloes.  Curacao  aloes  remain 
obtainable  at  very  low  rates  for  the  common  grades  of  which 
the  bulk  of  our  supply  consists.  The  highest  price  paid  to- 
day was  37s.  for  good  bright  Capey  aloes  in  gourds  ;  from 
30s.  to  36s.  was  given  for  fair  ditto  ;  and  down  to  12 .-.  per  cwt. 
for  ordinary  overheated  dark  livery.  Woody  pieces  sold  at 
2s.  6d.  East  India  aloes  remain  unchanged.  A  few  kegs 
hard  dark  Socotrine  sold  at  the  established  price  of  61.  15s. 
per  cwt.    More  is  obtainable  at  that  price. 

Ambergris. — No  good  ambergris  was  offered  at  to-day's 
auctions;  but  about  30  oz.  of  middling  quality  and  fair 
greyish  colour  sold  with  good  competition  at  59s.  per  oz. 
One  tin  of  43  oz.  was  disposed  of  with  difficulty  at  4s.  6d. 

Ammonia  Compounds. — In  Carbonate  a  little  more  busi- 
ness is  reported,  but  the  price  still  remains  at  4d.  per  lb., 
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Jess  a  discount.  Sal  ammoniac  in  fair  demand,  at  34s.  for 
firsts,  and  32s.  for  seconds.  Sulphate  quiet,  and  tending 
lower;  grey  24  per  cent,  and  Beckton,  111.  15s. ;  Hull,  spot, 
111.  12s.  6d.  to  111.  15s.  per  ton. 

Annatto. — Some  fine  bright  Pan!  roll  annatto,  newly  im- 
poited,  is  offering  at  Is.  6d.  per  )b.  Seed  was  not  offered 
to  day.  We  have  received  specimens  of  a  variety  of  Ceylon 
annatto,  as  yet  new  to  British  commerce,  but  which  may 
eventually  become  a  market  article  of  some  importance. 

Anise. — Holders  of  old  Russian  seed  are  showing  a  dispo- 
sition to  meet  the  market.  At  the  drug  sales  a  small  parcel 
fair  old  Russian  seed  was  disposed  of  at  23s.  per  cwt. 

Balsams. —  Canada  is  tending  firmer,  owing  to  shortness 
of  supply.  At  auction  2  casks  rather  yellow  balsam  were 
bought  in.  They  are  held  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb  — rather  a  low 
price.  Fine  balsam  is  worth  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 
Copaiba  balsam  has  assumed  a  firmer  tone  in  sympathy  with 
the  advance  in  America.  Is.  8}d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  for  fine 
Maranham.  Peruvian  balsam  neglected  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb. 
for  good.  Six  barrels  liquid  Storax  were  bought  in  at  70s. 
per  cwt.    Tolu  firm  at  Is.  5\d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Bromine. — Nothing  has  as  yet  transpired  concerning  the 
price  to  be  fixed  by  the  German  producers.  In  the  meantime 
Potassium  bromide  remains  unaltered,  Howard's  at  Is.  Id. 

Buchu. — The  demand  is  not  at  all  lively,  and  prices  rule 
very  low.  A  parcel  of  common  leaves  of  the  long  variety 
was  bought  in.  A  few  bales  stalky  round  leaves  sold,  good 
greenish  at  3d.,  discoloured  at  2f  rf.  per  lb. 

CalumbA. — The  new  crop  is  now  arriving,  and  both  new 
and  old  root  are  offering  plentifully.  There  is  not  much 
demand  for  the  article,  and  at  to-day's  sales  prices  ruled 
even  lower  than  at  the  last,  12s.  to  13s.  per  cwt.  being  ac- 
cepted for  small  and  dusty  mixed  root,  partly  yellow  but 
wormy.    The  bulk  of  the  525  bags  offered  was  bought  in. 

Cannabis  Indica  unchanged  and  neglected  ;  one  lot  fairly 
good  seedy  and  dusty  tops  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb.,  the  rest  was 
bought  in,  nominally  at  6d.  per  lb. 

Canthaeides  are  still  firmly  held.  An  offer  of  5s.  lid. 
per  lb.  for  a  cask  of  good  bright  Russian  flies  was  refused, 
also  one  of  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  an  old  and  very  weevily  parcel. 
Chinese  beetles  held  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  being 
refused  for  a  good  lot. 

Cabdamoms. — The  quantity  offered  at  auction  to-day  was 
not  large,  embracing  only  116  packages,  nor  was  the  assort- 
ment a  fine  one.  Only  a  part  of  the  supply  was  sold,  at 
prices  ruling  generally  in  buyers'  favour.  Ceylon  Malabar, 
good  boldish  pale,  fetched  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  ;  ditto,  but  rather 
dull  in  appearance,  Is.  lOd.  per  lb  ;  good  pale  medium- sized 
long,  partly  badly  cured,  Is.  Id. ;  small  plump  yellow  . to 
medium  brown,  Is.  4d.  to  Is.  6d. ;  small  yellow,  partly  split, 
Is.  2d.  to  Is.  4rf. ;  mouldy  and  brown,  10^d. ;  small  common 
and  badly  damaged,  3d.  to  9d.  For  smooth  yellow  Mangalore, 
fair  to  good,  from  2i.  3d.  to  3s.  per  lb.  is  required.  Seed  sold 
at  Is.  Qd.  to  Is.  bd.  per  lb.  The  exports  from  Ceylon  between 
October  1  and  September  1  were  :— In  1886-7,  305,648  lbs. ; 
in  1885-6,  223,557  lbs. ;  in  1884-5,  135,823  lbs. 

Cascaeilla  quiet.  A  few  bags  very  small  thin  quill, 
partly  silvery,  sold  at  19s.  to  20s  per  cwt. 

Cayenne  Peppee  is  limited  at  Is.  bd.  per  lb.  for  good 
bright  Natal. 

Chamomiles. — There  is  no  new  feature  to  report  in  the 
position  of  this  article.  Owners  still  require  from  5/.  5s.  to 
61.  10s.  for  new  Belgian  flowers.  At  the  auctions  old  brown 
chamomiles  were  bought  in  at  75s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — A  few  lots  flat  yellow  Calisaya,  good  bright, 
but  rather  thin,  were  sold  at  2s.  to  2s.  Id.  for  sound,  and 
from  Is.  lid.  down  to  IQd.  per  lb.  for  damaged;  Carthagena, 
without  reserve,  at  6\d. ;  Crown,  good  silvery  to  rusty  and 
damaged  quill,  at  Is.  9d.  to  lid  ;  good  fresh  but  broken 
Loxa,  at  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  The  exports  of  cinchona 
.from  Ceylon  between  October  1  and  September  1  are  given 
as  follows  :— 1886-7,  13,547,956  lbs. ;  1885-6,  14,577,804  lbs. ; 
1884-5,  10,368,309  lbs. 

Cocoa  Buttee. — In  auction  300  cases  Cadbury's  brand 
sold  at  first  at  Is.  Id.,  but  afterwards  advancing  and  closing 


at  Is.  l'^d.  per  lb.,  showing  no  change  compared  with  the 
previous  auctions. 

Colocynth  is  not  very  plentiful,  and  prices  remain  very 
steady  ;  good  pale,  partly  broken  and  seedy  Turkish  apple  is 
held  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb.,  ordinary  yellow  shrivelled  at  lOd.  per 
lb.  Two  cases  common  brown  fragments  sold  at  4d.  to  6\d. 
per  lb. 

Ceoton  Seed  remains  very  cheap.  Good  pale  Ceylon  sold 
to-day  at  19s  to  20s.  per  cwt.,  dark  at  lis.  to  13s.  per  cwt. 

Cumin  Seed. — Inferior  dusty  Malta  has  been  sold  at  40s. 
per  cwt.,  a  rather  low  price.  Fair  quality  is  held  at  45s.  per 
cwt. 

ElAteeium. — There  is  a  good  private  inquiry,  it  is  said,  at 
about  2s.  6d.  per  oz.  At  auction  to-day  154  oz.  very  fine 
Maltese  elaterium  were  shown,  and  bought  in  at  3s.  per  oz. 

Eegot  of  Eye. — The  advance  has  made  further  progress 
since  last  week.  For  good  Russian  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  has  been 
paid,  and  it  is  stated  that  Spanish  ergot  has  changed  hands 
at  as  high  a  figure  as  2s.  9d.  per  lb. — a  statement  which 
requires  confirmation.  At  the  auctions  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  2d. 
per  lb.  was  paid  for  sifted  Russian  ergot,  much  infested  with 
worms.  Another  parcel  of  7  bags  was  bought  in  at  2s.  3d. 
per  lb.  Two  bags  of  this  lot  consisted  of  nothing  but  wormy 
dust,  entirely  unfit  for  use,  and  which,  we  trust,  will  never 
find  a  purchaser. 

Galls. — Turkey  remain  quiet  at  56s.  to  57s.  per  cwt.  for 
blue,  50s.  for  green,  and  49s.  to  50s.  for  white  Bassorah.  At 
auction  to-day  479  bags  were  offered,  but  almost  all  bought 
in. 

Gamboge. — Only  one  lot  sold,  at  the  low  price  of  101.  per 
cwt.  for  good  blocky  pipe  of  somewhat  dark  fracture. 

Gentian  Root  is  very  scarce  in  Southern  Europe. 

Glyceeine. — There  is  no  change  in  the  price  of  801.  per 
ton  for  1  260  s.g.,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  Continental  refiners 
continue  to  buy  up  all  crude  glycerine  on  which  they  can  lay 
their  hands. 

Guinea  Geains. — The  rapid  advance  has  checked  business. 
Holders  still  ask  23s.  to  24s.  per  cwt.,  but  there  is  no  demand 
at  these  rates.  At  auction  62  bags  somewhat  stony  seed, 
imported  in  1883,  sold  at  18s.  6d.  to  19s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Animi. — Of  Zanzibar  gum  62  cases  were  catalogued, 
part  of  which  sold  at  unchanged  rates.  Small  and  medium 
pale  and  amber,  slight  mixed  with  weak  and  glassy  to  good 
small  amber  and  red,  121.  2s.  6d.  to  9^.  5s. ;  darker  ditto,  11. ; 
ordinary  amber  and  red  to  dark  ditto,  71.  lbs.  to  11. ;  bean 
and  pea,  4/.  7s.  6d.  ;  pickings,  red  and  dark,  61.  lbs. ;  common 
qualities  down  to  16s.  per  cwt. ;  Jacassi,  fair  to  good  London 
bulked,  53s.  to  75s.  A  few  cases  Madagascar  sold  readily  at 
11.  lis.  6d.  for  bold  pale  yellow  sorts,  partly  scraped,  to  61. 
for  red  ditto  ;  95s.  for  pea  and  bean  ;  and  52s.  6d.  for  drossy 
pickings.  Demerara  fetched  61.  10s.  to  bl.  15*.  for  good 
reddish,  mostly  scraped,  to  pale  and  red,  partly  scraped;  and 
70s.  per  cwt.  for  rough  coated  pickings. 

Gum  Ababic. — At  the  public  sales  held  on  September  29, 
2,495  packages  gum  arabic  were  offered,  including  a  large 
proportion  of  old  and  second-hand  lots.  The  supply  ex- 
ceeded the  demand,  and  only  about  one-third  oE  the  quantity 
offered  was  disposed  of,  although  the  prices  realised  were 
very  steady  in  most  instances,  and  dearer  for  Ghatti,  which 
occasionally,  with  very  good  competition,  sold  at  an  advance 
of  5s.  to  7s.  6d.  per  cwt.  There  was  a  large  supply  of  Amrad 
gum,  which  sold  at  lower  prices,  occasionally  at  a  decline  of 
5s.  per  cwt.  Other  varieties  showed  no  change  in  price.  The 
lots  sold  included  : — Amrad  kinds,  good  reddish  and  pale, 
51. ;  fair  to  good  clean  brownish  and  yellowish  drop,  70s.  to 
83s. ;  middling  red  and  brown,  52s.  to  65s. ;  common  hard 
red,  &c,  34s.  to  46s.  6d. ;  pickings,  25s.  to  32s. ;  inferior 
blocky,  12s.  6d.  to  24s. ;  sittings,  fine,  68s. ;  fair  to  good,  25s. 
to  46s. ;  ordinary  dark  to  middling,  13s  to  20s. ;  dust  and  low, 
5s.  to  8s.  Ghatti,  good  to  fine  pale,  70s.  to  84s. ;  ordinary 
barky  to  fair,  50s.  to  68s. ;  common  blocky,  27s.  to  44s.  Bom- 
bay, Aden  fair,  90s.;  Aden  good,  61.  ;  Oomra,  glassy  sort, 
95s. ;  inferior,  46s.  to  62s.  6d.  31  bales  low  dark  cindery 
Tuticorin  sold  at  30s.  to  31s.  Australi m  gum  in  small  sup- 
ply ;  good  frosted  red,  at  75s. ;  dark  red,  partly  frosted,  at 
67s.  to  68s.  ;  and  ordinary  glassy  red,  at  60s.  per  cwt.  Cape 
gum  sold  at  40s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.  for  run  and  blocky  quality. 
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Of  Gambia  gum,  12  bags  sold  "  without  reserve  "  at  5s.  to 
21s.  per  cwt.  Some  Qehzvrah  gum  sold  at  85.s.  per  cwt. 
Further  arrivals  both  of  Amrad  and  brown  Barbary 
gum  are  due  this  week.  We  have  not  heard  of  any 
business  worth  noting  in  these  varieties.  In  East  Indian 
gum,  Aden  continues  very  scarce,  and  holders  demand  ex- 
treme rates.  The  demand  for  Senegal  gum  is  not  active,  but 
holders  both  here  and  in  Bordeaux  are  very  firm,  the  nearest 
spot  quotations  for  Galam  being  11.  per  cwt.  At  to-day's 
auctions  some  good  yellow  and  dusty  Turkey  sorts  sold  at 
12,1.  10s.  to  12/.  12s.  6d.,  and  Australian  at  58s.  for  good  free 
drop,  partly  dark,  and  47s.  for  blosky. 

Gum  Benjamin. — A  few  cases  fine  Siam,  in  bold,  loose 
almonds,  sold  at  234.  to  10s.  per  cwt.,  very  cheaply.  A 
parcel  of  good  glassy,  brown  almondy  Penang  sold  very 
cheaply  at  61.  12s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  while  a  better  line  was 
bought  in  at  11.  2s.  6d.  Dull  thirds,  Sumatra,  fetched  85s. 
per  cwt. 

Gum  Copal  sells  very  steadily,  with  good  competition. 
At  auction  401  packages  were  offered,  and  nearly  all  sold  at 
the  following  rates  : — Selected  pale,  even  scraped  to  yellow, 
81s.  to  74s  ;  ditto,  amber  to  dark,  64s.  to  50s.  ;  dark  amber 
scraped,  good  hard,  45s. ;  blocky  soft  yellow  sorts,  33s.  6d. ; 
chips,  35s.  6d.  to  24s.  per  cwt.  17  cases  copal  from  New 
Guinea  sold  at  32s.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Damae. — The  position  of  this  article  was  a  very  quiet 
one  at  the  last  auctions,  only  a  few  lots  Batavian  damar 
told  at  35s.  6d.  to  36s.  per  cwt.  for  siftings.  We  hear  that 
the  new  process  invented  in  Java  some  months  ago  for  con- 
verting the  damar  dust,  which  was  previously  wasted,  into 
merchantable  damar  has  now  besn  put  to  a  practical  test, 
and  is  likely  to  prove  successful.  The  first  shipments  of 
damar  made  from  dust  left  Batavia  at  the  end  of  August, 
and,  should  a  favourable  reception  be  accorded  to  the  article 
on  the  European  markets,  a  considerable  fall  in  the  price  of 
damar  may  result. 

Gum  Elemi. — There  was  rather  less  demand  at  the  public 
sales,  and  it  seems  that  privately  a  quieter  feeling  also  pre- 
vails. Out  of  46  boxes,  one  lot  fairly  good  but  rather  yellow 
gum  sold  at  30s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Koweie.— Of  the  737  cases  catalogued  for  sale  last 
auction,  only  about  one-half  sold  steadily.  Fine  pale  and  pale 
amber  scraped  at  82s.  6d.  to  88s.  ;  fine  scraped  amber  at 
73s.  to  78s. ;  good  half  scraped  at  62s.  to  63s. ;  drossy  pick- 
ings at  54s.  6d.  to  57s. ;  chips  at  65s. ;  dust  at  43s.  for  fine 
down  to  12s.  per  cwt.  for  common. 

Gum  Mastic. — Of  twelve  cases  offered,  one  case  small 
clean  yellow  drop  sold  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Gum  Mieeh. — Quiet  but  steady.  A  pretty  good  assort- 
ment was  offered  to-day,  out  of  which  five  cases  good,  slightly 
dark  mixed  selected  myrrh  sold  at  11.  to  11.  5s.  per  cwt. 
For  good  Aden  sorts  94s.  was  refused.  Fourteen  bags  salvage 
ex  Tasmania  were  knocked  down  at  Is.  2d.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Olibanum  remains  very  quiet.  Prices  rule  at  45s. 
to  60s.  per  cwt.  for  good  to  fine  pale  drop,  31s.  to  42s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  for  pale  red  and  yellow  sorts,  10s.  to  20s,  for  garblings, 
and  10s.  to  16s.  per  cwt.  for  siftings. 

Gum  Opoponax. — A  box  of  15  lbs.  good  orange  tears  and 
drop  mixed  with  dross,  but  containing  a  good  proportion  of 
almonds,  was  bought  in  at  21s.  per  lb.  The  price  is  said  to 
be  20s.  per  lb. 

Gum  Teagacanth  is  very  firmly  held.  The  last  sales 
include  Syrian  yellow  seconds,  8/. ;  thirds,  61.  5s.  to  61.  15s. ; 
fourths,  4/.  15s.  to  61. ;  pickings  very  ordinary  small,  21.  10s. ; 
siftings,  31.  10s.  Fine  selected  Turkish  gum  is  held  up  to 
15/.  per  cwt.  At  Liverpool  a  good  business  has  been  trans- 
acted, and  higher  prices  have  been  paid.  Good  white  second 
Syrian  is  held,  at  121.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — At  to-day's  auction  prices  were  higher  for  the 
few  lots  sold,  which  included  parcly  candied  brown  Jamaica 
at  27s.,  and  liquid  ditto  at  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Nineteen  kegs 
very  fine  pale  candied  Nero  Zealand  realised  45s.  per  cwt. 
On  all  sides  the  shortness  of  the  Californian  crop  is  con- 
firmed, and  every  thing  tends  to  higher  prices.  Many  apiaries 
have  been  entirely  abandoned  for  the  season,  and  other 
apiarists  do  not  expect  more  honey  than  will  carry  their  bees 
through  the  year.    Chilian  honey  is  also  coming  forward  in 


smaller  quantities,  and  much  less  is  available  for  export  than 
usual.  As  regards  the  British  crop,  a  very  favourable  harvest 
is  reported  to  have  been  gathered  in  Ayrshire.  The  heather 
honey  has  suffered  somewhat  from  the  rough  weather  pre- 
vailing in  September,  but  plane-tree  and  white-clover  honey 
are  abundant,  so  much  so  that  prices  have  fallen  to  a  level 
unknown  before. 

Iodine  remains  unchanged,  at  9d.  per  oz.,  resublimed  at 
14s.  per  lb.,  and  potassium  iodide  at  lis.  3d.  per  lb. 

Ipecacuanha. — Part  of  the  decline  experienced  at  the  last 
auctions  was  recovered  to-day,  when,  of  41  packages,  40  sold, 
with  excellent  competition,  at  from  2d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  advance  ; 
sound,  partly  thin  to  good,  3s.  Id.  to  3s.  lOd. ;  slightly 
damaged,  very  good  to  wiry,  4s.  to  3s.  Id.;  more  damaged, 
3s.  bd.  to  3*.  9d.  per  lb.  One  bale  Carthagena  root,  dull,  pale 
and  mouldy,  sold  at  3s.  4rf.  per  lb. 

Ieish  Moss. — The  supply  is  a  small  one,  up  to  17s.  per 
cwt.  is  quoted  for  the  best  qualities,  and  there  is  a  fairly 
brisk  demand. 

Jabobandi  Leaves  are  very  dear  now,  from  9^.  to  lid. 
per  lb.  being  asked.  The  price  of  Pilocarpine  has  con- 
sequently been  advanced  by  the  makers. 

Junipee  Beeeies. — The  new  crop  is  held  at  an  advance 
of  about  2s.  per  cwt.  In  Italy  9s.  per  cwt.  f.o.b.  has  been 
paid,  and  scarcely  anything  is  obtainable. 

Liquoeice  Paste. — New  arrivals  of  paste  from  Smyrna 
are  selling  at  Liverpool  at  38s.  to  41s.  per  cwt. 

Liquoeice  Root. — Of  140  bales  very  common  Persian 
root  40  sold  at  5s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Eight  bales  good  sound  de- 
corticated Turkey  were  bought  in  at  40s.  per  cwt. 

Manna.— It  is  now  certain  that  the  prices  this  year  will 
be  lower  than  last  season. 

Matico. — At  the  auctions  2  bales  good  slightly  broken 
leaf  were  bought  in  without  offer  or  mention  of  price. 

Mercurials. — The  following  prices  are  now  quoted  by 
our  manufacturers: — Calomel,  3s.;  Corrosive  sublimate,, 
2s.  M. ;  red  and  white  Precipitate,  3s.  2d. :  mercurial 
ointment,  Is.  9d.  ;  Blue  pill,  Is.  10r/. ;  and  Vermilion 
(English),  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Moephia  remains  very  firm ;  makers  still  quote  7s.  6d. 
per  oz.  At  auction  800  oz.  hydrochlorate  (Macfarlane's- 
brand)  were  bought  in  at  7s.  6d.  per  oz  ,  there  being  no  offer 
at  all  approaching  that  figure.  Four  25- oz.  bottles,  Smith's 
make,  were  also  bought  in,  7s.  °td.  being  named  as  the  price. 

Musk.— The  supply  offered  to-day  was  a  small  one,  and 
holders  seemed  by  no  means  anxious  to  sell.  Tonquin  first 
pile  fine  blue,  skinned  medium  to  bold  pods,  rather  broken, 
were  bought  in  at  100s.  per  oz.  One  caddy  of  good  old 
fashioned  small  well- shaped  pods  sold  at  86s.  6d.  per  oz. 
Three  tins  bold  skinny  very  broken  adulterated  third  pile 
sold  at  39s.  per  oz.,  Chinese  Cabardine,  imported  via  Ham- 
burg at  18s.  6i.  per  oz  ,  and  several  bottles  grain  of  fairly 
good  appearance  at  from  35s.  to  45s.  per  oz. 

Nux  Vomica  remains  firm,  but  our  stock  has  been  rein- 
forced this  week  by  the  arrival  of  709  bags.  Only  one  parcel 
dull  Calcutta  seed,  sold  at  9s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  at  the  auctions. 
At  Calcutta,  on  September  10,  there  was  a  stock  of  only 
about  200  maunds,  but  the  market  was  quite  lifeless.  The 
best  qualities  are  worth  14s.  per  cwt.  here.  Our  stock  is  a 
small  one. 

Oil  (Castor). — At  Liverpool  there  is  but  a  limited  supply 
of  good  Calcutta  seconds,  and  the  market  has  ruled  very 
steady,  closing  at  2pri.  per  lb.  On  our  market  first  Calcutta 
oil  still  rules  at  4<2.  per  lb.,  and  seconds  at  2\d.  to  3d.  per  lb. 
Bombay  oil  is  held  at  2\d.  per  lb.  here. 

Oil  (Cocoanut). — The  market  remains  firm,  although  not 
very  much  business  is  passing.  On  the  spot  Ceylon  oil  is 
quoted  at  231.  15s.  to  25/.  10s.,  according  to  quality  and 
packing.  Cochin  oil  is  worth  from  31/.  to  32/.  on  the  spot, 
but  forward  delivery,  shipment  January-March,  would  be 
obtainable  at  less  money — 3ay,  231.  Mauritius  oil  lifeless, 
at  25/.  15s.  to  26i. 

Oil  (Olive). — Although  business  remains  somewhat  re- 
stricted in  volume,  the  pretensions  of  holders  are  advancing. 
Mogadore  oil  is  now  held  at  33?.  here.    Spanish  nominally 
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39/.,  and  Sicilian  351.  From  Italy  the  reports  are  unfavour- 
able. In  the  north  the  crop  prospects  are  said  to  be  very 
poor.  In  Naples  rains  have  fallen,  but  too  late  to  save  the 
crop. 

Oils  (Essential). — Essential  oil  of  Almond*  is  still 
quoted  at  25s.  per  lb.  English  anise  is  held  at  8s.  Qd.  per  lb., 
and  Star  anise  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  at  which  figure  there  are 
sellers.  Cassia  quiet  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  Cinnamon  oil  was 
not  offered  to-day.  Privately  the  price  remains  unchanged 
at  1.9.  Qd.  to  2s.  Qd.  for  good  to  superfine.  Cinnamon- leaf 
oil  bought  in  at  \\A.  per  oz.  EDglish  oil  of  Caraway  is 
quoted  at  Is.  per  lb.,  and  oil  of  cloves  (English)  at  6s.  Qd. 
per  lb.  Italian  oils  are  unchanged,  but  although  the  cholera 
has  abated  in  Sicily  no  supplies  will  come  forward  from  there 
for  some  time,  as  no  steamers  are  calling.  There  is  no 
news  about  French  or  English  Lavender  since  last  week. 
Lemongrass,  steady  wilhont  much  business,  at  l^d.  to  1^4. 
per  lb.  Five  drums  Gingergrass  oil  sold  at  l\d.  per  oz  at 
the  sales.  Otto  of  rose  in  fair  demand,  at  20*.  Qd.  per  oz.  for 
good  quality.  The  best  hrands  sell  up  to  23s.  per  oz.,  how- 
ever. Two  cases  of  oil  of  paSclwvli,  bulked,  were  offered  at 
sale.  Holders  appear  to  be  getting  somewhat  more  reason- 
able, for  the  lot  was  bought  in  at  2s.  Qd  per  oz.,  and  bids  are 
solicited.  American  Peppermint  is  slightly  firmer.  The 
available  stock  of  H.G.H.,  at  12s.  6d.  per  lb.,  has  been  bought 
up,  and  tc-day  12s.  9d.  per  lb.  has  been  offered  and,  it  is 
said,  declined.  Tlang-  Ylang  sold  at  unprecedentedly  low 
rates  to-day,  fair  quality  of  old  import  being  forced  off, 
"  without  reserve,"  at  from  3s.  to  5s.  Qd.  per  oz. 

Opium. — Our  market  continues  to  be  much  lower  than 
Smyrna.  In  London  old  Druggists'  opium  has  been  sold,  it 
is  said,  at  16s.  Qd.,  and  new  at  17s.  per  lb.,  while  in  Smyrna 
17s.  Qd.  to  20s.  is  asked  for  new.  Many  holders  in  Smyrna 
are,  however,  greatly  in  want  of  money,  and  may  not  be  able 
to  hold  out  long.  The  latest  reports  from  Smyrna  desciibe  the 
market  as  very  fitm,  but  without  much  business.  For  good, 
new  opium  the  parity  of  19s.  5d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid.  The 
arrivals  at  Smyrna  on  September  23  were  370  baskets,  against 
2,837  baskets  at  the  corresponding  date  of  1886.  Heavy 
rains  have  fallen  at  Smyrna,  and  also,  it  is  said,  in  some 
of  the  growing  districts,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  winter 
sowings  will  thereby  be  benefited.  The  new  Malatia  opium 
is  said  to  be  of  very  indifferent  quality. 

Obange  Peel. — There  is  a  good  private  demand  especially 
for  English- cut  peel.  Some  good  parcels  of  the  latter  were 
offered  to-day,  and  one  sold  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Oeeis  Hoot. — In  Italy  prices  continue  to  advance,  and  the 
demand  keeps  rather  brisk  at  the  parity  of  30s.  per  cwt.  for 
selected  Florentine,  26s.  Qd.  for  daik  ditto,  and  from  16s.  to 
18s.  for  Verona.  Five  serons  good  bold  but  partly  darkish 
Mogadore  were  bought  in  at  35s.  nominally. 

Paeeira  Beava. — Two  bales  genuine  root  are  held  at 
5/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Patchouli-leaves  — Eighteen  bales  were  offered  to-day, 
10  of  which  sold.  Brown,  rather  stalky  and  dusty  sound,  at 
lid.  ;  damaged  at  Id.  per  lb. ;  the  rest  was  bought  in  at 
Is.  per  lb. 

Potash  Compounds. — Aettate  of  potash  is  held  at  10£<Z 
per  lb.  Bichromate  remains  quiet  at  Hid. ;  but  in  Chlcate 
there  is  a  better  feeling,  although  the  price  still  remains  at 
Qd.  per  lb.    Yellow  Prussiate  remains  at  l\d.  to  l\d.  per  lb. 

Quassia  — Five  tons  are  offering  at  Ql  per  ton. 

Quicksilver. — The  importers'  price  remains  unaltered  at 
11.  12s.  Qd.  A  good  business  has  been  done,  and  a  better 
feeling  prevails.    The  second  hand  quotes  11.  10s. 

Quillaya  Bark. — At  Liverpool  the  demand  is  inactive,  a 
few  small  sales,  14i.  15s.  to  15s.  per  ton,  only  being  reported. 

Quinine. — The  feature  of  to-day's  auctions  was  the  sale, 
without  reserve,  of  53,000  oz.  of  quinine  sulphate,  in  100-oz. 
tins,  "  Fabbrica  Lomharda  "  brand.  The  whole  of  this  parcel 
was  disposed  of  with  good  competition  at  Is.  °id.  to  Is.  t\\d. 
per  oz.,  a  price  which  was  generally  considered  quite  as  good 
as  could  have  been  expected.  About  one-half  was  sold  for 
consumption,  the  rest  for  speculation.  A  firm  of  export 
druggists  bought  the  largest  lots.  Although  a  great  number 
of  firms  were  anxious  to  secure  some,  it  is  yet  a  significant 
sign  that  no  one  cared  to  exceed  the  price  of  Is.  t\\d.  for  the 


lot  at  auction.  Before  proceeding  with  the  sale,  the 
auctioneer  was  asked  whether  the  loss  in  weight  had  been 
ascertained,  to  which  he  replied  that  it  had,  and  would  be 
found  to  average  from  \  to  \  per  cent.,  which  seems  rather  a 
low  estimate.  The  quinine"  was  made  in  1883  3,000  oz. 
"  Widmore  "  English  quinine  were  bought  in,  Is.  5d.  per  oz. 
being  mentioned  as  the  price.  In  anticipation  of  the  auction 
no  private  business  worth  mentioning  has  been  transacted 
during  the  week. 

Khubarb. — At  to-day's  auctions  only  little  was  sold, 
mostly  at  very  low  prices,  viz  ,  Shensi,  good  bright,  small 
druggists'  root,  2s.  U.  ;  bold  flat,  yellow  coated,  mostly  good 
fracture,  Is.  10^. ;  round,  small  to  medium,  even  grey  frac- 
ture, Is.  t\d. ;  small  dark  round,  wormy,  Is  ;  mixed  sizes, 
spongy  and  wormy,  3d. ;  small  very  wormy,  Qd.  per  lb.  Not- 
withstanding the  present  low  values,  the  position  of  the 
article  is  considered  favourable  in  many  quarters,  and  it  is 
said  that  no  further  considerable  arrivals  will  take  place  for 
some  months. 

Saesapaeilla. — At  the  auctions  a  fair  assortment  was 
offered.  Genuine  grey  Jamaica  sold  well  at  Is.  10^.  to 
Is.  lid.  for  damaged  to  sound,  red  native  at  Is.  4<Z.  Lima 
Jamaica  in  bundles  at  Is.  Q^d.  for  sound,  and  very  good 
Mexican,  packed  in  bundles  to  resemble  Honduras,  and  with- 
out any  chumps,  at  Qd  to  Id.  per  lb. 

Senna. — Another  arrival  of  627  bales  Tinneotllg  took 
place  this  week,  and  the  Alexandrian  crop  is  also  coming  in. 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  article  keeps  up  its  value,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  9C9  packages  offered  to-day  found 
buyers  at  very  firm  rates.  There  was  no  fine  senna  offered. 
Medium  to  good  green  sound  fetched  Q\d.  to  T\d.  ;  thin 
flimsy  and  small  to  bold,  slightly  damaged,  3d.  to  b\d. ;  and 
very  low  to  ordinary,  \d.  up  to  2d.  per  lb.  Fair  green 
Alexandrian  siftings  sold  at  8d.  per  lb. 

Shellac  — The  statistics  for  September  published  since  our 
last  report  show  large  shipments  and,  in  spite  of  the  rather 
heavy  arri  vals,  a  diminution  of  our  own  stock  by  about  2,000 
cases,  or  nearly  3  per  cent,  since  the  end  of  August.  The 
sales  prior  to  Tuesday's  auctions  included  second  orange,  fair 
quality,  spit,  48s. ;  button,  firsts,  58s.  ;  thirds,  good  to 
ordinary,  44s.  Qd.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  Calcutta  mail  reports, 
dated  September  10,  state  that  sticklac  was  very  high  and 
reported  a  very  short  crop.  In  button  lac  scarcely  anything 
had  been  done,  but  the  market  was  very  firm.  At  the 
auctions  on  Wednesday  1,050  chests  were  offered,  of' which 
the  greater  part  sold  fairly  steadily,  prices  occasionally  ruling 
slightly  in  buyers'  favour.  The  article  closes  quiet,  with 
sales  of  TN  second  orange  for  arrival  at  47s.  Qd.  to  48s.  per 
cwt.  c.i.f. 

Soy  has  had  a  slight  relapse,  and  Is.  IQd.  per  gallon  has 
been  accepted  for  good  China. 

Squills.— Fairly  bright  new  sold  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Sticklac  —  In  Calcutta  on  September  10  the  price  of 
sticklac  had  already  risen  50  per  cent,  from  the  lowest  point. 
On  our  market  39s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  for  good  Siam, 
free  from  wood,  and  more  money  is  now  asked. 

Sulphur. — The  advance  in  Sicily,  which  has  been  acce- 
lerated by  the  cholera  epidemic  prevailing  there,  will,  it  is 
thought,  be  of  a  temporary  nature  only.  Our  market  has  not 
responded  in  the  same  proportion,  for  the  fact  is  that  our 
consumers  have  nearly  all  laid  in  a  heavy  stock  at  the  low 
prices  lately  prevailing.  Flowers  may  be  had  here  at  9s.  to 
9s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  and  roll  sulphur  at  Is.  per  cwt.  less. 

Tamarinds  have  advanced.  Old  West  Indian  (St.  Kitt's) 
sold  at  lis  to  lis.  6^.,  and  dark  old  Dominica  at  9s.  to  10s. 
per  cwt. 

Tonquin  Beans. — The  demand  is  quite  absent,  several 
new  parcels  Surinam  and  Para  offered  at  the  sales,  but  the 
whole  was  bought  in  at  Is.  for  the  former  and  2s.  to  2s.  Qd. 
for  the  latter. 

Vanilla. — The  large  quantity  of  220  tins  was  offered  to- 
day, and  mostly  sold  at  lower  rates.  The  assortment  was,  on 
the  whole,  an  inferior  one,  many  parcels  consisting  of  weak 
flavoured,  foxy  dry  and  hard  pods.  Good  pods  sold  as 
follows  :— 8  in.,  17s.  Qd. ;  7  to  7^  in.,  18s.  Qd. ;  7  in.,  18s.; 
Qh  to  7  in .,  17s. ;  6|  in.,  16s.;  6  in.,  15s.;  5  to  5|  in.,  13s., 
and  4  to  5  in.,  9s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
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THE  AMERICAN  MARKETS. 


New  York,  September  23 

DURING  the  week  the  consumptive  demand  for  drugs  has 
been  fully  developed,  and  business  is  reported  very 
good.  The  autumn  trade  is  now  at  its  height,  and  is  equal  to 
the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine. 

The  prices  sterling  (in  parentheses)  are  what  the  different 
articles  would  cost  delivered  in  London,  all  market  allow- 
ances, discounts,  &c,  being  taken  into  account.  Importers 
can  therefore  see  at  a  glance  the  course  of  this  market  com- 
pared with  their  own. 

Balsams. — The  market  for  Tolu  is  very  firm  at  the  recent 
advance  ;  no  direct  arrivals  took  place,  and  mail  advices  from 
Paranquilla  say  there  are  no  supplies  at  the  shipping  port  s. 
A  small  parcel  of  15  cases  Maracaibo  Copaiba  was  bought  for 
the  Hamburg  market  at  the  high  price  of  38c.  (Is.  8.^.). 

Ergot  op  Rye. —  An  advance  has  set  in;  stocks  are  light 
and  much  higher  rates  anticipated. 

Golden  Seal  Root  advanced  to  25c.  (Is.  2d  ).  The  de- 
mand from  Germany  has  cleared  the  market  of  all  cheap 
parcels. 

Oil  op  Peppermint. — This  week  the  holders  of  H.  G. 
Hotchkiss  reduced  the  price  to  #2.75  (12s.  t5d.),  and  at  once 
it  was  found  there  were  buyers  for  export  for  all  that  was 
offered  at  that  figure.  Sales  of  about  200  cases  were  made, 
and  now  higher  prices  are  asked.  It  is  thought  that  the 
stock  left  is  very  small,  and  that  before  long  an  improvement 
will  be  seen. 

Opium  attracts  little  attention  at  present,  no  speculation 
taking  place,  but  a  good  consumption  going  on  at  from  14s. 
to  14s.  6d.  for  prime  Druggists?  in  bond. 

Quinine  is  again  weaker,  with  more  sellers  than  buyers  in 
the  maiket.  Large  lots  of  prime  Germain  brands  are  offered 
at  35c.  (Is.  6-td.,  5  per  cent.)  without  much  being  done. 

Sarsaparilla  (Honduras). — The  stock  has  increased  to 
827  bales,  and  with  no  demand  prices  are  lower  all  round.  It 
is  thought  prices  must  go  much  lower  yet.  Good  quality  is 
offering  at  20c.  (10^.),  the  best  brands  30c.  (Is.  6\d  ). 

Spermaceti  has  further  declined  to  36c.  (Is.  l\d.);  the 
demand  has  been  light,  and  an  arrival  of  a  few  hundred  boxes 
from  a  San  Francisco  refinery  has  demoralised  the  market. 


REVIEW  OF  THE  DRUG  MARKET. 

THE  following  particulars  are  taken  from  Messrs.  Gehe  & 
Co.'s  semi-annual  circular : — 

Alkanet  Root  is  offered  from  Hungary  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities at  moderate  piices.  Lately  shipments  have  also  been 
advised  from  Aleppo,  showing  a  very  rich,  dark-coloured 
quality. 

Benzoic  Acid.— The  English  acid  ex  resina — which  until 
recently  ruled  the  market  almost  without  competition — is 
now  beiDg  attacked  by  a  preparation  manufactured  in  Ger- 
many. There  is,  however,  a  certain  though  small  difference 
between  the  two  varieties,  and  experience  shows  that,  espe- 
cially in  benzoic  acid,  customers  are  loth  to  change  their 
accustomed  brands  for  new  ones.  The  German  acid  gives  a 
faint  reaction  with  chlorine,  the  English  absolutely  none. 
Benzoic  acid  from  toluol  has  lately  advanced  considerably 
in  price.  This  is  caused  by  the  circumstance  that  when  the 
manufacture  of  benzoic  acid  from  urine  was  abandoned  the 
demand  for  toluol  benzoic  acid  became  too  great  to  be 
covered  by  the  manufacture  of  the  acid  as  a  by-product.  It 
therefore  became  necessary  to  manufacture  the  acid  directly 
from  toluol,  and  this  process  is  a  much  more  costly  one. 

Caffeine  has  been  considerably  reduced  in  price,  owing 
to  overstocking  of  the  raw  material  and  cessation  of  the 
shipments  to  America,  the  principal  country  of  consumption. 
This  article,  along  with  quinine,  may  be  taken  as  illustrating 
the  depreciation  of  fine  chemicals  in  the  last  twenty  years. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  sixties  caffeine  cost  680m.  to  700m. 


per  kilo. ;  from  1870  to  1880,  about  200m. ;  and  now  only 
70m. 

Chloroform. — German  chloroform  is  likely  to  again  be- 
come dearer,  as  from  October  1  of  the  present  year  the  treble 
bonification  of  the  worts  on  the  alcohol  used  in  chloroform- 
making  will  be  abolished,  and  the  manufacturers  will  only 
receive  repayment  of  the  actual  amount  of  the  tax  paid. 

Coca  Leaves. — The  importation  of  coca  leaves  into 
Hamburg  has  lost  much  in  importance  now  that  the  demand 
for  cocaine  is  fully  covered  by  the  arrivals  of  crude  cocaine 
of  a  reliable  quality  from  South  America,  which  has  also 
rendered  unremunerative  the  extraction  of  cocaine  from  the 
leaves  in  Europe.  The  stock  of  leaves  is  still  sufficient  for 
the  requirements,  although  fine  green  Bolivian  leaves  are 
becoming  scarce.  Peruvian  and  Truxillo  leaves,  also 
(which  latter  variety  can  only  be  used  for  manufacturing 
purposes),  are  in  some  instances  held  at  high  prices.  It  is 
said  that  new  arrivals  are  not  likely  to  take  place  while 
prices  remain  at  the  present  level. 

Condurango. — The  medical  properties  of  this  bark  have 
again  been  highly  praised  by  several  authorities  lately,  and 
the  demand  has  consequently  grown  considerably.  The 
supply  is  now  concentrated  into  the  hands  of  a  single  owner 
at  Hamburg,  who,  by  sudden  jumps,  doubled  and  then  trebled 
his  price.  These  exaggerated  quotations  will  probably  not 
fail  to  attract  fresh  shipments  soon. 

Cubebs. — The  repoits  from  Java  concerning  this  year's 
crop  of  cubebs  were  not  favourable,  and  prices  have  quickly 
risen  to  221  per  cwt.  Quite  recently  even  higher  prices  were 
asked,  and  it  is  asserted  that  little  more  will  be  coming  from 
the  Indies.  But  there  is  a  good  deal  of  speculation  in  the 
article,  and  it  would  seem  advisible  to  practice  the  utmost 
caution  in  effecting  purchases.  The  quality  is  very  inferior 
as  compared  to  last  season's. 

Ergot  of  Rye.— The  stocks  of  this  article  have  now 
been  very  much  reduced,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  offers  of 
the  new  crop  will  soon  arrive  from  Spain  and  Russia,  other- 
wise a  scarcity  may  soon  occur.  Though  the  crop  of  ergot 
in  Russia  was  small  in  quantity  last  season,  its  quality, 
according  to  Professor  Robert,  of  Dorpat,  has  only  been  too 
active,  for  in  one  place,  this  authority  states,  several  dozens 
of  people  were  made  seriously  ill  by  its  use,  one  case  even 
ending  fatally.  The  activity  of  ergot  generally  varies  very 
much  in  different  seasons  and  localities,  and  clearly  depends 
upon  factors,  such  as  heat  or  moisture,  which  cannot  pre- 
viously be  calculated.  The  manner  of  storage  also  has  a 
considerable  influence,  Professor  Robert  having  found  that 
certain  samples  which  he  had  kept  since  1884  had  lost  all 
active  properties,  while  other  specimens  of  the  same  age, 
which  had  been  carefully  cleaned,  dried  a  second  time,  and 
then  placed  in  tins,  still  retained  their  specific  action,  but 
of  a  less  pronounced  character,  although  they  no  longer 
possessed  their  original  poisonous  properties.  Another 
authority,  the  Polish  Professor  Lasarski,  has  recently  stated 
as  the  result  of  several  years'  investigation  that  ergot  attains 
its  greatest  intensity  of  action  a  short  time  before  the 
gathering  of  the  crop.  When  the  harvest  is  being  collected 
the  intensity  of  action  is  already  on  the  decrease.  From  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  ergot  is  therefore  a  most  unreli- 
able article,  for  not  only  does  the  proportion  of  the  two 
active  principles  (according  to  Professor  Robert),  cornutine 
and  sphacelinic  acid,  vary  in  the  fresh  material,  but  it  is 
gradually  lost  altogether  by  keeping.  It  is  therefore  a  good 
thing,  from  a  commercial  point  of  view,  that  most  doctors 
still  consider  as  vital  the  effects  of  the  sclerotinic  acid, 
which  is  present  even  in  the  most  inferior  grades  of  ergot. 

Guarana  has  remained  rather  dear,  with  small  arrivals. 
The  consumption  in  Brazil  is  known  to  be  very  large,  and, 
apart  from  the  paste  which  is  brought  into  commerce  by  the 
Indians  of  the  Amazon  territory,  the  guarana  plant  is  culti- 
vated to  some  extent  in  the  districts  of  Maue,  Villa  Bella,  and 
Imperatrix  only.  The  plant,  like  the  vine,  flou  rishes  best  in 
hilly  districts,  and  requires  a  rather  dry  sandy  clay  soil. 
The  seeds  are  placed  in  beds,  and  the  young  shoots  are 
transplanted  as  soon  as  they  have  attained  the  height  of  a 
few  inches  (15  to  20  centimetres).  Another  method  consists 
in  planting  the  seed  in  a  small  basket  filled  with  earth, 
which  is  placed  in  the  soil  as  soon  as  the  plant  has  grown  to 
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~&  height  of  10  centimetres.  The  guaranas  are  placed  at 
distances  of  6  to  8  metres,  and  are  trained  to  grow  against 
lattice-work.  The  cultivation  demands  much  care,  and  the 
first  crop  is  not  collected  until  the  fourth  or  fifth  year. 
The  plant  flowers  in  July,  and  fruits  in  November  and 
December.  From  that  time  forward  it  has  to  be  pruned 
yearly,  and  its  cultivation  closely  resembles  that  of  the  vine, 
but  cannot  be  carried  on  successfully  outside  the  tropics. 
The  plant  is  said  to  fruit  for  over  forty  years,  yielding  from 
three  to  four  kilos,  per  year. 

Insect  Flowers. — The  first  arrivals  of  Dalmatian  flowers 
in  June  last  met  a  very  good  demand,  and  the  reduction  in 
price  which  prevailed  for  a  time  was  of  short  duration.  The 
total  yield  is  said  to  have  amounted  to  only  100  tons,  but  all 
reports  from  the  place  of  production  should  be  received  with 
great  caution,  as  it  seems  that  local  speculators  are  only 
keeping  back  their  supplies.  As  soon  as  the  summer  demand 
is  fully  past  a  reduction  in  value  seems  probable.  Persian 
flowers  are  quite  unobtainable  at  present.  New  arrivals 
cannot  be  expected  until  late  in  the  year. 

Ieish  Moss  (Fucus  crispus)  has  been  in  brisk  demand,  the 
article  having  lately  found  an  outlet  in  different  manufac- 
turing industries  as  a  substitute  for  Senegal  gum  arabic. 

Lycopoditjm. — It  seems  that  the  stock  of  this  article  has 
been  much  reduced,  although  it  is  probable  that  what  is  left 
of  last  year's  crop  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements. 
Nothing  is  yet  known  with  certainty  concerning  the  present 
yield  in  Russia,  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  as  usual,  specu- 
lators will  buy  up  the  crop  and  create  an  artificial  advance. 

Musk.- — Tonquin  musk  remains  very  dear,  notwithstanding 
a  slight  increase  of  the  arrivals  at  the  Chinese  market 
centres.  The  exports  from  Shanghai  during  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year  amounted  to  674-  caddies,  against  583  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1886,  but  the  brisk  demand  from  France 
■caused  prices  to  advance  to  90*.  per  oz.  in  London,  Since 
then  the  price  in  China  has  receded  by  about  10  per  cent., 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  the  value  will  be  further  reduced 
in  face  of  the  usual  increased  consumption  during  the  winter 
months.  Offers  of  cheap  grained  musk  should  be  received 
with  great  caution.  It  appears  that  from  other  than  the 
usual  Indo-Chinese  districts  grained  musk,  very  deficient  in 
odour,  is  now  being  placed  on  the  market.  The  stock  of  Ca- 
bardine  musk  is  reduced,  and  early  arrivals  from  Siberia  are 
desirable. 

Olive  Oil.- — Until  the  present  time  quotations  for  eating- 
oils  have  remained  low.  Now,  however,  the  better  qualities 
are  becoming  scarce,  and  reports  from  Italy  say  that,  al- 
though the  excessive  heat  has  killed  the  olive  flies,  it  has  at 
the  same  time  greatly  retarded  the  development  of  the  fruit, 
and  an  advance  seems  very  likely  for  next  season.  Inferior 
oils  are  still  so  plentiful  that  manufacturing-oils,  with  the 
exception  of  Spanish,  have  been  very  cheap  throughout. 
Levantine  oils  suffer  from  the  reduced  exportation  to  Russia. 
In  that  country  the  consumption  of  olive  oil  for  churches  is 
a  very  large  one,  but  it  now  seems  that  the  manufacture  of 
native  oils,  especially  sunflower  oil,  which  is  subjected  to  a 
refining  and  perfuming  process,  is  increasing  so  largely  as  to 
seriously  decrease  the  demand  for  true  olive  oil. 

Opium.— The  arrivals  of  new  opium  at  Smyrna  (owing  to 
the  failure  of  the  crop)  have  been  very  small  as  compared 
with  last  year,  notwithstanding  which  a  fall  in  prices  could 
not  be  avoided,  because  the  consumers,  aided  by  the  old 
stock  in  London  and  New  York,  refrained  as  long  as  possible 
from  buying,  in  consequence  of  which  needy  holders  were 
forced,  in  the  second  half  of  August,  to  sell  at  a  reduction. 
It  appears  that,  notwithstanding  the  smallness  of  the  crop, 
there  will  be  no  lack  of  opium,  but  yet,  as  soon  as  buyers 
appear  on  the  Smyrna  market,  speculators  will  be  able  to 
again  run  up  prices.  Until  now  the  deliveries  of  new  opium 
have  been  too  small  to  judge  of  the  quality  of  the  crop.  In 
druggists'  qualities,  such  as  Gneve  and  Beibazar,  there  is  still 
a  second-hand  supply  held  over  from  last  year ;  but  the  new 
crop  has  been  placed  on  the  market  only  in  very  small  quan- 
tities. Persian  opium  is  still  obtainable  at  15s.  per  lb., 
against  lis.  6d.  last  autumn  ;  but  the  crop  of  this  variety  is 
also  said  to  be  small,  and  if  this  report  should  be  sub- 
stantiated it  must  exercise  an  influence  on  the  price  of  Turkey 
opium. 


LONDON  DRUG  STATISTICS. 

The  following  figures  refer  to  the  stocks  of  the  principal 
drugs  in  the  Port  of  London  on  September  30, 1887,  and  to  the 
imports  and  deliveries  from  January  1  to  September  30,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  of  the  preceding  year : — 


Stocks 

Imported 

Delivered 

Article 

1837 

1886 

1887 

1886 

1887 

1886 

A  1 

5,325 

4,979 

3,899 

3,657 

3,790 

3,157 

7 

12 

57 



62 

12 

146 

375 

285 

610 

385 

395 

Anise  Star  .  ■  chts 

211 

260 

217 

98 

245 

212 

Arrowroot  ....  cks 

15,  "97 

15,041 

14,723 

14,270 

11,098 

10,592 

bx.s  &  tins 

8,292 

3,477 

8,523 

3,630 

4,738 

3,217 

Balsams  (acks,  &c. 

705 

691 

603 

769 

589 

646 

Bark.  Medicinal 

cks  &  cs 

10,742 

9,412 

23,956 

23,415 

21,076 

18,506 

srns,  &c. 

49,746 

59,9c0 

32,365 

30,834 

37,088 

28,723 

1,332 

1,152 

2,473 

1,596 

825 

1,132 

Calumba  . .  •  • 

2,126 

1,538 

2,353 

1,855 

1,754 

1,194 

Camphor  .  • . .  i, 

3,579 

3,652 

3,754 

3,636 

6,351 

7,108 

Cardamoms  .  .clits 

1,093 

760 

3,149 

2,280 

2,787 

2,346 

Cochineal  ■  ■  ■  •  sriis 

5,478 

6,886 

2,570 

4,001 

3,954 

4,801 

Cocc.  Ind.  bgs,  &  . 

404 

449 

294 

530 

330 

413 

Cream  of  Tartar  cks 

11 

18 

27 

78 

27 

108 

49 

160 

319 

381 

362 

234 

Dragon  s  Blood  cuts 

102 

142 

98 

118 

128 

106 

Grails,  China ....  cs 

2  566 

5,284 

3,628 

6,541 

3,620 

4,493 

Trky  &  !Prsn  sks 

4,429 

3,140 

4,988 

9,744 

4,490 

6,674 

Gum — 

Ammoniac  pkgs 

276 

235 

128 

277 

137 

192 

Animi  &  Copal 

pkgb 

3  598 

7.716 

5.093 

7,-91 

6.441 

6,756 

10  119 

15  962 

12  615 

26  7y8 

17  628 

20  1C9 

Asafoetida. . 

492 

l|038 

'  72 

917 

357 

639 

Benjamin  „ 

1.86) 

1842 

1,814 

2,305 

1,586 

2,049 

Damar   ....  „ 

3.900 

5,854 

3,881 

7,43 1 

4,778 

5,429 

Graibannm . . 

9 

1 

1 

6 

Gamboge  . .  „ 

139 

182 

216 

393 

280 

350 

Griiaiacum  •  • 

93 

60 

48 

95 

31 

73 

65 

119 

12 

9 

39 

45 

653 

992 

1,301 

1,170 

1,542 

2,214 

Mastic    . . .  .pkgs 

105 

144 

10 

73 

31 

48 

492 

359 

656 

358 

392 

318 

Olibanum  . . 

4,386 

4,721 

5,9.9 

4,284 

4,981 

4,410 

Sandarac  . .  „ 

1,049 

1,251 

1  005 

1,282 

1.202 

1,412 

Tragacanth, 

981 

958 

2,025 

1,783 

1,613 

1,674 

Indiarubber,  E.I. 

tons 

337 

130 

635 

464 

3% 

510" 

Madagascar . .  „ 

7 

22 

54 

65 

55 

73 

S.  American  . . 

161 

40 

28  J 

133 

158 

192 

Mozambique . . 

527 

284 

774 

647 

520 

582 

African,  &c. . . 

6 



1 



7 

13 

1 

13 

1,036 

477 

1,754 

1,323 

1,123 

1,370 

Indigo,  East  Indian 

chts 

12,429 

14,865 

17,303 

20,385 

15.476 

14,660 

Spanish  srns 

2,066 

2,538 

3,747 

4,095 

3,610 

3,156 

Ipecacuanha 

Ciib  DgS 

195 

136 

470 

429 

381 

415 

Jalap  bis 

218 

185 

114 

174 

50 

186 

7,322 

7.926 

28 

494 

517 

563 

Mvrabulans     .  .tns 

9,143 

8,094 

9,223 

10,516 

8,038 

8,689 

Nlix  Vomica  pkgs 

451 

yoo 

497 

1,484 

705 

Oils — ■ 

163 

265 

124 

277 

127 

296 

175 

126 

210 

277 

132 

315 

522 

549 

920 

762 

994 

749 

6,383 

5,152 

7,412 

8,079 

7,467 

9,784 

Cocoa-nut ....  tns 

1,816 

1,041 

3,808 

3,129 

3,295 

3,992 

Olive    ,  .cks,  &c. 

704 

1,567 

3,543 

8,759 

3,678 

8,511 

231 

167 

161 

272 

110 

347 

Opium    ,  .chts,  &c. 

2,145 

1,950 

1,382 
868 

795 

1,385 

1,025 

1,304 

1,913 

1,292 

1,416 

1,430 

Safflower  . .  bis,  &c. 

325 

410 

344 

334 

333 

256 

Saltpetre   . . .  .tons 

824 

1,184 

4,210 

4,782 

4,377 

6,361 

Soda  Nitrate. .tons 

1,397 

5,523 

10,574 

12,317 

14,236 

12,121 

Sarsaparilla ..  ..bis 

432 

566 

1,086 

1,219 

1,017 

1,078 

Senna  ....  bis  &c. 

1,802 

727 

4,413 

1,454 

3,471 

1,425 

Shellac,  Orange 

chts,  &c. 

42,626 

37,413 

29,597 

23,506 

23,817 

22,336 

Garnet..  „ 

17,574 

11,700 

11,728 

6,410 

5,773 

6,775 

Button..  „ 

12,594 

11,621 

8,245 

10,196 

7,149 

8,205 

Total  ..chests 

72,794 

60,734 

49,570 

40,112 

36,739 

37,316 

Sticklac  ..chts,  &c. 

4,029 
838 

4,683 

774 

630 

854 

1,378 

914 

9,137 

10,043 

9,943 

10,163 

641 

2,654 

1.635 

3,179 

2,333 

2,642 

Turmeric    ....  „ 

2,350 

1,587 

1,855 

2,333 

1,387 

1,603 

Vermilion,  chts,  &c. 

32 

53 

73 

129 

95 

76 

Wax,  bees'  ..bls& 

1,015 

srns 

941 

1,423 

765 

1,318 

873 

,,       cks  &  cs 

1,687 

1,580 

2,305 

2,273 

1,945 

2,153 

,,  cakes 

18 

105 

26 

117 

16 

Wax,  Japan... pkgs 

742 

1,965 

£42 

1,938 

1,247 

1,734 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

Always  send  your  proper  nam;  and  address  :  we  do  not  publish  them  unless 
you  wish. 

Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only;  write  early;  and  devote  a  separate  sheet 
of  paper  to  each  query  if  you  ask  more  than  one,  or  if  you  are  writing 
about  other  matters  at  the  same  time. 

If  you  send  us  newspapers,  phase  mark  what  you  wish  us  to  read. 

Ask  us  anything  of  pharmaceutical  interest :  toe  shall  do  our  best  to  reply. 

Before  writing  for  formula  consult  the  last  volume,  if  you  li'ive  it. 

Letters,  queries,  <tc,  not  noticed  in  this  issue  will,  if  possible,  be  attended  to 
next  week. 


your  correspondent  "  Seaside  "  can  adapt  these  two  ideas  to 
his  case.  Yours  truly, 

Heder. 


The  Iribh  Pharmacy  Act. 

Sir,— I  have  read  with  lively  interest  the  letters  in  your 
columns  referring  to  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Act.  I  hope  the 
result  may  be  a  mutual  understanding',  which  I  consider 
would  tend  to  forward  the  interests  of  both  parties.  To 
further,  if  possible,  this  end  I  now  write  to  you,  knowing  as 
I  do  the  feelings  of  a  great  many  of  the  retailers  in  Belfast. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  will  have  to  recognise  the 
existence  of  a  large  body  of  chemists  and  druggists  (those  in 
business  before  1875,  and  those  who  have  commenced  since), 
and  will  have  to  acknowledge  that  time  has  proved  them  to 
be  a  public  necessity.  There  are  three  chemists  and  druggists 
for  every  pharmaceutical  chemist  in  Belfast,  and  I  believe 
throughout  Ireland  the  proportion  is  even  greater.  They  do 
not  desire  or  claim  to  fill  prescriptions.  They  are  prepared 
to  maintain  that  the  Act  of  1875,  while  it  granted  power  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  if  it  had  desired  to  register  and 
form  them  into  a  joint  body  with  themselves,  gives  them  no 
power  to  deprive  them  of  the  rights  and  privileges  which 
they  had  before.  They  are  prepared  upon  the  first  available 
occasion  to  test  the  legality  of  these  by-laws  and  power  of 
council  to  carry  them  out — indeed,  they  would  be  quite 
satisfied  if  these  arbitrary  measures  were  done  away  with, 
and  the  Act  carried  out  in  the  spirit  which  seems  to  have 
animated  the  framers  of  it.  Yours  truly, 

A  Belfast  Wholesale  Druggist. 


67/171.  An  Old  Subscriber  (Belfast). — You  do  not  give 
us  your  name,  you  write  on  both  sides  of  the  paper,  and  you 
do  not  seem  to  have  correctly  apprehended  what  has  been 
published  in  reference  to  this  dispute.  You  quote  the  27th 
section  of  the  Act;  but  this  is  overruled  by  the  19th  section, 
as  far  as  chemists  and  druggists  are  concerned. 


The  Schoolmaster  Abroad. 

Sir, — Under  the  above  title  you  mention  the  spelling  of 
"  Druyist "  as  bad. 

There  is  in  London  a  society  (to  which  many  intellectual 
men  belong")  for  reforming  spelling,  and  one  of  their  chief 
principles  is  that  no  duplicate  consonants  shall  be  used  ex- 
cept in  personal  names. 

Probably  the  gentleman  referred  to  was  one  of  these,  and 
should  not  necessarily  be  dubbed  illiterate.  I  have  seen 
prescriptions  written  by  medical  men  who  belong  to  the 
same  society  :  they  never  use  two  consonants  together. 

Yours  truly, 

83  Bridge  Street,  Worksop,  Sept  24.  G.  W.  Wood. 


The  Damp  Drawers. 

Sir, — I  once  took  a  seaside  business,  and  found  my  drawers 
damp,  because  the  wall  had  been  built  of  stone  saturated 
with  salt  water.  The  only  remedy  was  to  put  a  sheet  of 
zinc  behind  the  drawers,  and  to  cut  holes  in  the  framing, 
that  there  might  be  a  passage  for  the  damp  air.  Perhaps 


Proprietary  Articles. 

Sir, — The  paper  in  a  recent  issue,  "On  putting  up  pro- 
prietary articles,"  is  full  of  useful  suggestions  and  deserves 
careful  perusal ;  but  originality  in  this  direction  is  severely 
handicapped  by  the  oppressive  use  of  the  Trade  Marks  Regis- 
tration Act,  and  the  clumsy  interpretation  by  the  authorities 
of  the  Patent  Medicines  Act. 

It  is  imitation  and  deception  that  should  be  punished,  and 
not  the  use  of  common  descriptive  words,  such  as  "  Blood 
Mixture,"  "  Grape  Saline,"  "  Glycerine  of  Cucumber,"  and 
"  Milk  of  Roses  "  ;  for  superiority  of  special  makes  of  these 
let  the  makers  advertise  their  names  as,  the  distinction,  in  the 
same  way  as  Messrs.  Pears — not  by  the  registration  of  the 
word  soap. 

It  is  a  common-sense  view  of  the  definition  of  a  patent 
medicine  that  should  be  established  at  Somerset  House,  so 
that  the  chemist  might  not  be  harassed  for  selling  unstamped 
preparations  of  known  composition,  such  as  "Sweet  Essence 
of  Senna,"  "  Antibilious  Pills,"  "  Quinine  and  Iron  Tonic," 
simply  because  the  label  bears  information  about  the  medi- 
cinal properties  of  the  drugs  contained  in  them. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Common  Sense.  (164/20.) 


The  Patent-medicine  Trouble. 

Sir, — Is  it  not  unfortunate  that  the  trade  have  not  been 
allowed  to  know  the  circumstances  under  which  Messrs. 
Leath  &  Ross  were  fined  a  large  sum  by  the  Inland  Revenue  ? 
because  others  might  thereby  avoid  similar  annoyance. 

We  have  ourselves  had  unpleasantness  through  an  officer 
taking  a  bottle  of  simple  homoeopathic  tincture  of  podophyllin 
on  which  were  the  words  "  For  biliousness,  &c."  Yet  it  is 
the  commonest  thing  possible  for  druggists  who  do  homoeo- 
pathic trade  to  put  up  all  their  tinctures  and  pilules  with 
labels  indicating  their  various  uses. 

On  going  to  the  local  Revenue  office  to  pay  the  mitigated 
penalty,  we  had  a  good  instance  of  the  fog  in  which  the  law  on 
this  matter  is  involved.  "  Yes,"  said  the  officer,  "  it  is  a  very 
unsatisfactory  affair,  this  patent-medicine  tax,  both  for  you 
and  for  us.  If  we  were  to  carry  it  out  literally,  half  the 
medicines  you  sell  are  liable.  Look  here  at  this  list,"  added 
he,  opening  an  old  volume  and  pointing  out  about  four  pages 
of  common  remedies,  including  Friar's  balsam,  spirit  of 
ether,  and  scores  of  others.  "  No  matter  whether  you  label 
any  of  these  for  the  cure  of  diseases  or  not,  if  you  sell  them 
you  should  pay  stamp  duty." 

This  was  instructive,  for  it  showed  that  the  officers  whose 
duty  it  is  to  administer  the  Act  are  utterly  at  sea  in  the 
matter.  It  is,  as  this  gentleman  said,  an  unpleasant  matter 
for  them  also. 

We  believe,  if  our  trade  had  only  a  powerful  society  to 
contest  the  matter,  that  it  could  be  authoritatively  laid  down 
that  this  Act  imposes  a  tax  on  secret  remedies  (nostrums) 
only,  and  that  it  was  never  intended  to  harass  duly  trained 
and  licensed  chemists  in  the  sale  of  simple  tinctures  and 
pharmacopceial  preparations  in  which  the  vendor  had  no 
possible  proprietary  right,  and  which  could  as  easily  be 
obtained  at  any  other  chemist's  shop  in  the  kingdom. 

Can  nothing  be  done  to  put  the  matter  on  a  satisfactory 
basis  ?  Yours  truly, 

September  27.  R.  II.  &  Co.  (10/167.) 


Dispensing  Labels. 

Sir, — A  short  time  ago  I  had  occasion  to  renew  my  stock 
of  orange- coloured  labels  for  lotions,  and  it  struck  me  a  few 
indiarubber  stamps  would  be  very  useful,  and  would  save  my 
ordering  a  large  supply  of  blanks.  So  I  obtained  stamps  for 
"The  Lotion,"  "The  Eye-lotion,"  "The  Liniment,"  "The 
Injection,"  and  "The  Wash."  With  these  I  can  make  a 
printed  heading  to  my  labels  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

Yours  truly, 

Heder.  (170;65.) 
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Pill  Distributors. 

Sie, — I  hope  you  will  allow  me,  with  all  due  respect  to  the 
remarks  of  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth  on  Wednesday  evening,  to 
inform  him  and  those  who  think  with  him  that  he  has  taken 
up  an  entirely  wrong  idea  regarding  the  means  for  distribut- 
ing samples  of  the  capsuled  pills.  I  may  also  add  that  the 
coin  required  for  opening  the  automatic  samples-boxes  has 
enabled  the  exhibitors  of  the  most  advanced,  original,  prac- 
tical, and  instructive  form  of  laboratory  work  connected 
with  pills,  to  discriminate,  as  they  intended,  those  visitors 
to  the  exhibit  who  want  a  harmless  specimen  of  laxative  in 
gelatine.  Yours  very  respectfully, 

38  Mark  Lane,  B.C.  William  J.  Evans. 


"Weights  and  Measures. 

Sie, — Those  of  your  readers  who,  like  ourselves,  may  be 
unfortunate  enough  to  have  a  factory  and  a  warehouse 
situate  upon  the  same  premises  will  do  well  to  take  warning 
by  the  case  reported  in  to-day's  newspapers,  in  which  we 
were  defendants,  and  which  resulted  in  our  being  somewhat 
heavily  punished  for  a  rather  technical  crime. 

That  we  were  not  hardened  offenders  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  we  were  able  to  produce  in  court  a  standing 
contract  with  Messrs.  W.  &  T.  Avery,  the  eminent  scale 
makers,  to  periodically  examine  and  adjust  all  the  weights 
and  balances  used  in  our  warehouse. 

But  in  a  yard  at  the  rear  of  our  premises  there  chanced  to 
be  an  ancient  pair  of  sack-scales,  with  about  twenty  iron 
weights,  all  more  or  less  corroded  by  close  fellowship  with 
chemicals,  but  which  nevertheless  served  their  purpose  in 
many  humble  but  necessary  manufacturing  operations. 
Never  having  been  honoured  with  a  visit  from  the  inspector 
of  weights  and  measures,  we  were  proportionately  astonished 
to  discover  that  this  interesting  individual,  taking  advantage 
of  our  absence  one  afternoon  last  week,  had  embarked  in  a 
personally-conducted  exploring  expedition  to  our  works,  and 
had  carried  off  in  triumph  the  fossil  remains  above  referred  to. 

Belying  upon  previous  decisions  that  weights  and 
measures  used  simply  for  manufacturing  purposes  were 
exempt  from  the  operations  of  the  Act,  we  did  not  anticipate 
any  difficulty  in  defending  ourselves  successfully. 

But  the  proverbial  uncertainty  of  the  law  was  not  to  be 
upset  in  our  favour. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  magistrates  the  proximity  of  our 
works  to  our  warehouse  placed  both  in  the  category  of 
premises  "  used  for  trade,"  and  so  the  curtain  fell  to  the  tune 
of  5J.  15s. 

To  point  the  moral  after  the  manner  of  Ingoldsby,  let 
others  "  be  warned  in  time  by  others  harm,  and  they  shall 
do  full  well."  Yours  faithfully, 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Stevenson. 

The  London  Chemical  Works,  September  30. 


Quintum. 

In  the  days  of  my  apprenticeship  we  always  sold  ung. 
plumbi  carb.  as  quintum  or  while  quintum,  as  it  was  usually 
called.    My  master  had  known  it  by  that  name  for  fifty  years. 

Heder. 

Sir,— When  in  London  (S.B.  district)  we  used  to  have  a 
considerable  demand  for  ann.  quintum  ointment,  and  in- 
variably supplied  ung.  plumbi  carb. ;  it  was  chiefly  used  for 
black  eyes.  For  Moore's  ointment,  which  was  in  great 
request,  ung.  resinre.  Yours  faithfully, 

Swansea,  Oct.  1.  H.  B.  Lowtiier. 


Moore's  Ointment. 
I  have  always  seen  ung.  resicaj  given  for  Moore's  ointment. 

W.  Gr.  Blackham. 

Sir,  —  I  always  give  Bussian  tallow  in  small  boxes, 
2-drachm,  deep  chips.  „  TTT  „ 

Horselydown.  E-  w-  Barnes. 


Spices  and  Condiments. 

Sir, — I  note  a  suggestion  that  chemists  would  do  well  to 
cultivate  the  sale  of  the  above.  How  will  this  be  possible 
in  a  town  where  grocers  advertise  spices  and  condiments  at 
these  prices  per  lb.  : — Cloves,  Is.  8d. ;  chillies,  Gd. ;  caraways, 
5d.  ;  mace,  5s  ;  nutmegs,  3s.  Gd.  ?  I  presume  there  are  still 
a  few  towns  without  stores  or  cutting  grocers.  Happy  are 
the  chemists  who  are  in  such  places  ! 

Yours  truly, 

Heder. 


Turlington. — Several  correspondents  reply  to  our  German 
correspondent,  7/166.  Mr.  J.  F.  Brown  (Dover)  reminds  us 
that  there  is  a  formula  in  Beasley's  "  Druggists'  Eeceipt 
Book,"  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Mignot  Tucker  (Glastonbury)  says  the 
article  is  a  Dutch  medicine  in  considerable  demand  at  the 
Cape.  He  sends  his  formula.  As  the  two  formulas  differ  we 
print  both. 


Mr.  Tucker's. 

Beasley's. 

Gum.  benzoin. 

Rectified  spirit       8  old  wine  pints 

Aloes  socot  

.  3ij. 

.    12  oz 

.  Jiss. 

Liquid  styrax         . .  . 

.     *  „ 

.  5ij. 

Socotrine  aloes 

•     1  » 

Balsam  of  Peru 

■     2  „ 

■     1  „ 

M. 

Angelica  root 

•  ;0| 

Digest  eight  days  and  strain. 

Balsam  of  tola 

•     4  » 

Extract  of  liquorice  . . 

..   4  „ 

Digest  ten  days  and  strain. 


Both  correspondents  (and  several  others)  tell  us  that  the 
article  is  identical  with  Friar's  balsam  (tincb.  benzoin,  co. 
B.B.).  Mr.  Tucker  says,  referring  to  his  experience  at  the 
Cape,  "  When  out  of  stock  I  used  to  substitute  the  one  for  the 
other,  and  never  had  any  complaints  from  the  Dutch  out 
there." 


Sir,- 


Ipecacuanha  Asthma. 
-Your  correspondent  "  Bon  Accord  "  may  find  relief 


possibly  from  an  ointment  of  camphor  and  opium  rubbed 
over  the  bridge  of  the  nose  if  used  early  in  his  attack.  I 
have  given  it  in  two  cases  of  hay  fever,  and  in  each  case  it 
gave  relief. 

East  Dulwich,  S.E.  J.  K.  (169/18.) 

168/50.  Phoenix  sends  the  following  formula  for  Fly  and 
Maggot  Oil: — 

Turpentine  J  pint 

Spirits  of  tar   ,       ..    J  ,, 

Corrosive  sublimate        .,       ..       . .  Joz. 

Muriatic  acid        ..       ..       ..       . .    \  „ 

Butter  milk  or  water       . .       . .       . .    i  gallon 

Mix. 

Sir, — Be  your  correspondent's  inquiry  in  last  week's  issue 
of  your  valuable  journal  fur  "  Granville's  Greek  ointment, 
would  it  be  "  Glanville's  green  ointment "  ?  An  ointment 
bearing  this  title  is  made  by  a  man  in  Fleet  Street  here 
(Dublin),  composed  of  Venice  turpentine,  yellow  wax,  honey, 
acetate  of  copper,  &c.  Yours, 

Dublin,  Sept.  29.  Giovanni.  (169/12.) 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


[The  opinion  of  practical  readers  is  invited  on  subjects  dit- 
oussed  under  this  heading.'] 

An  Actea  Mixture. 

Sir, — I  had  the  following  to  dispense  a  few  days  ago,  and 
obtained  a  precipitate  of  resinous  appearance.  How  can 
this  be  prevented  ? 

Tinct.  actese     . .   3j. 

Potassii  iodid.   ..       ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

Syrupi  ipecacuanha?  3j. 

Aqua;  ad  3iij. 

Gep.  (165/46.) 
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[The  precipitate  is  from  the  tincture.  Dissolve  the  iodide 
in  |  oz.  of  water,  add  ^  oz.  of  mucilage,  then  the  tincture, 
and  lastly  the  syrup.] 


A  Query. 

Can  the  following  prescription  be  dispensed  without  a 
precipitate  1 

Syr.  ferri  iodidi  3j. 

Syr.  ferri  phosph.  ad  3iv. 

rot.  iodidi  ..       ..      ..       ..       ..    gr.  xxxij. 

M. 

Cymro.  (11/31.) 


An  Effervescing  Mixture. 
Sir, — I  had  the  following  prescription  to  dispense  : — 
Haust.  efferves.  potas.  citrat. 

adde 

Ext.  ergota?  liq.        . .       . .       . .       , .  fllxx. 

Potass,  bromid.   grs.  x. 

Tr.  card,  co  3j. 

Tales  8.   Sig. :  Sumat.  q.s.  bora  quaque. 
The  haust.  efferves.  pot.  cit.  is  usually  prescribed  in  two 
8  oz.  bottles,  and  two  tablespoonfuls  of  each  for  a  dose.  I 
should  like  the  opinion  of  some  of  your  readers  how  they 
would  dispense  the  prescription.       Yours  truly, 

Omega.  (168/24.) 


Illegible  Prescriptions. 

SIR, — I  think  very  few  dispensers  of  average  ability  will 
commend  "  Canny  Newcassel's  "  line  of  action  in  refusing  to 
dispense  prescriptions  that  at  first  sight  are  illegible  or 
typical  of  the  last  one  published  in  your  journal,  on  the 
ground  that  he  would  be  panderiDg  to  the  gross  carelessness 
of  the  writer.  Medical  men,  taking  advantage  of  the 
chemists'  trainirjg,  often  write  with  the  intention  of  bafflicg 
the  curiosity  of  the  patient— to  a  good  purpose. 

On  reading  "  Canny 's  "  letter  a  second  time,  I  think  "he 
draweth  out  the  thread  of  his  verbosity  finer  than  the  staple 
of  his  argument."  Yours  truly, 

  Topsy.  (168/15.) 

A  Peculiar  Ointment. 
Sir, — The  following  prescription  was  presented  the  other 
day.    ThinkiDg  it  may  be  a  curiosity,  I  have  forwarded  it. 

Glycer.  plumbi  Jss. 

Acid,  borici    . .      . .  3j. 

Sol.  cocaina?,  4  per  cent.   3j. 

Vaseline  ad        . .    ..Si- 
ll.  Ft.  ungt. 

By  heating  with  a  little  p.  amyli  a  very  presentable  ointment 
is  formed.  Yours  truly, 

Clifton.  W.  0.  Goff. 


A  Liniment  Query. 

Sir— How  ought  this  to  be  dispensed  to  make  a  cream- 
like liniment? 

01.  terebintb  3ij. 

Chloroform.        . .       . .       . ,       iM       mm  jj; 

Lin.  potass,  iodi.  c.saponi   3j. 

M.   Ft.  Hnimentum. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Koines. 


Sir,— What  excipient  would  you  recommend  for  the  fol- 


lowing mass  ? — 

Oz. 

Terebinth.  Tenet   4 

Sulpb.  sublim.    4 

Pulv.  fcenugrec    4 

„    diapenthe     . .       . .       . .       . .  4 

„    inula;  . .       . .       . ,       , .  . .  1 

Ft.  mass.   Divid.  in  bol.  xvj. 


Yours  truly, 

Calcium.  (168/31.) 
[Equal  parts  of  treacle  and  spirit  make  a  good  mass.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 

13/27.  B.  T. — You  can  sell  quinine  wine  in  any  quantity 
without  holding  any  licence  if  it  is  made  according  to  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  Respecting  the  brandy  mixture  label, 
you  had  better  inquire  from  the  Board  direct  at  Somerset 
House. 


55/168.  J.  W. — The  title  "  Bow's  Liniment "  is  no  doubt 
private  property. 


15/31.  Damar. — A.  chemist  and  druggist  can  only  get  on 
the  medical  register  by  going  through  the  full  curriculum 
laid  down. 


44/169.  It.  C. — Probably  some  makers  have  registered 
labels  or  designs  including  the  words  "  Starch  Gloss,"  but 
they  could  not  claim  the  exclusive  use  of  these  words.  You 
may  put  up  your  own,  but  you  must  not  too  closely  imitate 
the  style  of  anyone  else's  starch  gloss. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 
Books. 

53/168.  8.  1. — Attfield's  "  Chemistry,"  15s.  (Van  Voorst, 
Paternoster  Row)  ;  Royle's  "  Materia  Medica,"  15s.  (J.  A. 
Churchill,  New  Burlington  Street,  W.). 

168/31.  Selenium. — Jacob  Bell  Scholarship — For  botany 
read  Bentley's  "  Structural  and  Morphological  "  ;  chemistry, 
Attfield  and  Roscoe ;  pharmacy,  Gerrard's  "  Materia  Medica 
and  Pharmacy." 


163/29.  Iodamides  — Lignum  writes  : — "  In  the  formation 
of  iodide  of  nitrogen  by  the  mixture  of  ammonium  hydrate 
and  iodine  the  former  is  precipitated  as  a  black  powder.  I 
have  always  understood  that  a  liniment  so  made  should  be 
filtered  before  sending  out,  but  also  notice  that  if  the 
mixture  is  allowed  to  stand  for  a  few  days  the  precipitate  is 
redissolved  with  a  slight  evolution  of  gas.  Your  answer  to 
'F.  B.  T.  (154/30)'  in  a  recent  issue,  reminds  me  of  this  ; 
can  you  explain  the  reaction  beyond  the  formula  given  last 
week  ?  The  redissolving  of  NI3  seems  to  make  the  filtration 
superfluous." 


15/31.  II.  atks  us  for  a  recipe  "exactly"  resembling 
Kay's.  Surely  a  little  thought  would  convince  "  H."  of  the 
unreasonableness  of  such  a  question. 


170/1.  G.  H.  Key  (Tasmania).— The  solution  for  preserving 
fish  which  is  generally  used  is  composed  of  boracic  acid  and 
salt,  the  proportion  of  the  latter  being  double  of  the  former. 
We  presume  that  the  tartaric  acid  in  your  formula  is  to  pre- 
vent the  undesirable  physiological  effects  which  are  some- 
times produced.  A  solution  containing  1  per  cent,  of  boracic 
acid,  2  per  cent,  of  salt,  and  1  per  cent,  of- tartaric  acid  would 
fairly  represent  correct  proportions,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  used  is  as  follows : — The  fish  are  carefully  packed  in  a 
box  or  barrel,  the  lid  secured,  and  then  the  preserving  solu- 
tion is  forced  in  until  it  quite  fills  the  box  or  barrel.  Finally 
the  orifice  through  which  the  solution  has  been  introduced  is 
sealed  up.  The  method  is  suitable  for  any  climate.  You  will 
find  full  information  regarding  the  use  of  boracic  acid  as  a 
preservative  in  volumes  29  and  30. 


167/7.  B.B.and  S.  and  (168/49)  B.  N.—  Damiana  Ex- 
tract (September  24). — Digest  the  5  grains  of  phosphorus  in 
2  fl.  oz.  of  absolute  ether  until  dissolved,  then  add  to  the 
other  ingredients  previously  mixed.  A  "  shake  the  bottle  " 
label  will  prevent  accidents.  The  dose  is  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  day  after  food,  and  six  weeks  is  a  sufficient  time 
for  the  preparation  to  manifest  its  influence.  Soda  calcinat. 
is  soda  ash. 


169/18.  J.  K.— Green  Colour  for  Show  Bottles.— Sul- 
phate of  nickel,  1  oz. ;  sulphuric  acid,  2  oz. ;  water,  1  gallon. 
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Dissolve,  expose  to  the  light  for  a  few  months,  then  decant 
from  the  precipitate  which  is  formed.  This  is  the  best  and 
most  permanent  colour. 


167/41.  Xcres. — Methylated  spirit  is  used  for  preserving 
reptiles,  and  if  you  have  a  licence  you  may  sell  any  quantity 
of  it  under  a  gallon. 


167/44.  W.  J.—Tej  the  addition  of  a  little  solution  of 
isinglass  to  the  Indian  ink  before  it  is  applied,  so  as  to  fix  it, 
and  let  it  be  quite  dry  before  applying  the  water-colour. 


167/70.  W.  T.  Infill.— -Face  Eouge.— This  is  put  up  by 
most  perfumers  who  advertise  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist.   Try  any  of  them. 


H.  S.  Naftel  (Aix-les-Bains). — Liquor  Ferri  et  Ammonii 
Succinatis. — Dissolve  50  grains  of  succinic  acid  in  3  fluid 
ounces  of  water,  neutralise  nearly  with  ammonia  and  dilute 
to  6  fluid  ounces.  Transfer  the  solution  to  an  8  oz.  bottle 
and  add  \  a  fluid  ounce  of  liquor  ferri  persulph.  B.P.  Shake 
well,  collect  the  precipitated  succinate  of  iron  on  a  filter, 
and  wash  thoroughly  with  distilled  water.  Next  place  89 
grains  of  powdered  citric  acid  in  a  beaker,  and  dissolve  it  in 
a  sufficiency  of  solution  of  ammonia,  so  that  the  resulting 
solution  may  be  neutral ;  add  this  to  the  moist  ferric  succi- 
nate, dissolve  with  a  gentle  heat,  and  make  up  to  6  fluid  ounces 
with  distilled  water.  Each  drachm  of  this  solution  is  equi- 
valent to  2  grains  of  ferric  succinate  or  5  grains  of  succinate 
of  iron  and  ammonium.  The  solution  has  been  recommended 
as  a  remedy  for  jaundice  resulting  from  the  obstruction  of 
the  biliary  duct  by  calculi. 


169/30.  D.  L — Glycerine  Jelly.— (1)  Soak  an  ounce  of 
gelatine  in  20  oz.  of  water  until  soft,  then  dissolve  by  the 
aid  of  heat.  When  cold  add  the  white  of  an  egg,  mix  well, 
again  heat  and  add  20  oz.  of  glycerine  and  2  drachms  of  boric 
acid,  strain,  colour,  and  perfume.  (2)  A  very  satisfactory 
jelly  is,  according  to  "  Heder,"  made  from  thin  French  gela- 
tine, 12  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce  of  a  mixture  of  glycerine  of 
borax  and  rose  water  in  equal  proportions.  Its  transparency 
is  best  ensured  by  using  a  small  quantity  of  essential  oil  as  a 
perfume.    Use  glycerinum  boracis,  B.P.  1867. 


170/8.  ^«.-Cieme  d'Amandes. — See  last  volume,  page 
114.  14/22.  Verax. — Neuralgic  Pills. — Same  page.  Female 
Pills. — Same  volume,  pages  515  and  699.  Neuralgic  Tinc- 
ture.—Page  671. 


Camphor-ball  Moulds. — F.  Williams  writes,  in  reply  to 
"Heder": — "Here  we  have  a  very  good  plan;  a  sheet  of 
copper  rolled  over,  with  edges  soldered  together,  and  in 
diameter  the  size  of  a  penny — one  of  which  we  use  for  push- 
ing the  ball  up  the  mould — with  a  cap  of  copper  to  fit  over 
bottom  of  mould.  The  camphor-ball  is  poured  into  the 
upright  mould  just  before  it  solidifies.  It  gives  us  complete 
satisfaction,  and  has  been  in  use  for  about  twenty  years." 


Composition  for  Gun- sights. — Heder  writes  :— "  The  fol- 
lowing makes  a  very  good  composition.  I  have  made  it  for 
many  years  : — 

Gas- black..      . .       ..       ..       ..       ..  3ss. 

S.  V.  metb  3ij. 

Spirit  varnish  3ij. 

M.- 

The  old  varnish  should  be  cleaned  off,  and  only  one  coatiDg 
of  the  above  put  on.  Gas-black  may  be  obtained  of  artists 
colourmen,  and  probably  at  a  coffee-tavern  from  the  bottom 
of  the  kettles." 


168/50.  Rhubarb. — (1)  You  can  make  an  Herb  Beer 
Extract  like  the  one  sent  by  adding  a  little  concentrated 
infusion  of  quassia  to  a  mixture  of  syrup,  water,  aDd  burnt 


sugar.  The  Teething  Powder  is  composed  of  calomel, 
^  grain,  and  sugar,  11  grain.  For  formuhe  for  shoe-blacking 
see  last  volume,  page  86,  also  Diary  for  1884. 


167/60.  Pnston  and  (169/32)  G.  Hulmc.— Butter  Pow- 
der.— Powdered  bicarbonate  of  soda  coloured  with  a  minute 
quantity  o£  bole. 


170/47.  O.  H.  and  (170/70)  S.  J.  TV.  T.— Inseparable 
Lime-juice  and  Glycerine. — Nut-^il,  16  oz. ;  lime-water, 
12|  oz. ;  water,  2>\  oz. ;  powdered  soap,  £  oz. ;  oils  of  lemon 
and  bergamot,  of  each  q.s.  to  perfume.  Dissolve  the  soap 
in  the  water  by  the  aid  of  heat ;  mix  the  oil  with  the  lime- 
water  ;  add  the  soap  solution  and  the  perfume  and  mix  well. 
S.  J.  JV.  T.  can  only  succeed  in  a  cutting  trade  by  exercising 
his  own  skill. 


170/46.  Alf. — Pipe-clay  is  an  aluminium  silicate  formed 
by  the  disintegration  of  felspar  rocks.  It  contains  very  little 
or  no  iron,  and  is  found  as  a  friable  mass,  which  has  to  be 
ground  and  made  into  a  paste  with  water  before  it  becomes 
"  pipe-clay." 


168/57.  Pliamix. — As  far  as  we  can  judge  from  your  de- 
scription, the  Marking-ink  was  not  properly  fixed  to  the 
linen  by  heating,  and  most  of  it  was  dissolved  out  when  the 
linen  was  placed  in  the  boiling  water.  The  subsequent 
treatment  of  the  coloured  spots  with  chlorinated  lime  resulted 
in  rotting  of  the  fabric  owing  to  a  reaction  between  the 
hypochlorite  of  lime  and  oxide  of  silver — this  chaDge  is 
always  accompanied  by  rotting  of  the  fabric.  For  that 
reason  writing  done  with  silver  marking- ink  should  always 
be  heated  until  it  is  intensely  black,  so  that  the  silver  may 
be  reduced  to  the  metallic  state.  Chlorinated  lime  does  not 
affect  the  maiking  if  the  silver  is  in  that  condition. 


167/3.  O.  L.  C.  —  Violin  Varnish.  —  Coarsely-powdered 
copal  and  glass,  of  each  4  oz.,  camphor  £  oz.,  methylated 
spirit  1  pint.  Heat  the  mixture,  with  frequent  stirring,  on  a 
water-bath,  so  that  the  bubbles  may  be  counted  as  they  rise, 
until  solution  is  complete,  and  when  cold  decant  the  clear 
portion. 


Information  "Wanted. 

[Replies  to  the  following  requests  are  solicited  by  correspond 
dents  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.] 

167/7.  Fluid  extract  of  blackberry  root.  Where  obtain- 
able ? 

38/171.    Maker  of  Roger's  specific. 


Industrial  Openings  in  Colombia.— The  United  States 
Consul  at  Carthagena,  in  the  South  American  Republic  of 
Colombia,  states  that  there  is  a  great  need  for  chemical  works- 
for  the  purpose  of  making  extracts  (from  dyewoods  and 
flowers  ?).  A  match  manufactory  in  Carthagena,  a  city  of 
20,000  inhabitants,  would,  he  thinks,  be  found  to  pay.  An 
American  is  now  erecting  a  soap  factory  in  the  city  for  a 
Colombian  capitalist,  and  the  imports  of  soap  from  the 
United  States  will  probably  soon  cease  entirely. 

Impending  Increase  op  Russian  Import  Duties. — 
The  Russian  Government  are  still  pursuing  with  vigour  the 
prohibitive  commercial  policy  inaugurated  three  years  ago  by 
the  Minister  oE  Finance.  A  further  all-round  increase  of 
import  duties  has  now  been  definitely  determined  upon  and 
the  details  elaborated,  but  the  date  for  putting  the  new  tariff 
into  operation  is  not  yet  fixed.  It  will  come  into  operation 
either  immediately  on  the  close  of  the  navigation  in  the  Baltic 
or  on  January  1,  1888  (O.S.).  The  present  customs  code 
contains  241  paragraphs,  of  which  only  88  will  remain  un- 
altered. On  very  many  imports  the  present  tax  will  be  more 
than  doubled,  and  taxes  will  be  imposed  on  many  products- 
which  have  hitherto  passed  into  the  country  free. 


